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NOTE: - All Bible texts are taken from the King James Bible, unless otherwise specified; and the compiler has
supplied all emphasis throughout this Study Document.

Most of the New Testament Greek Lexicon references will be taken from the following Greek-English New
Testament Lexicon, which is acknowledged to be the “rolls-royce” of Greek New Testament Lexicons: -

‘A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature.” By Walter Bauer.
Translated and adapted by William F. Arndt and F. Wilbur Gingrich. Revised and Augmented by F. Wilbur
Gingrich and Frederick W. Danker. Second Edition, 1979.

It shall from henceforth, be referred to as “BAGD”.

All texts that are taken from the Jewish made, Greek translation of the Old Testament Scriptures, that is
known as the Septuagint or the LXX [it shall from now on be referred to as the LXX in this Study Document],
have been taken from Sir Lancelot Charles Lee Brenton’s 1851 English translation.
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A STATEMENT OF THE ISSUE TO BE EXAMINED: -

The Apostle’s Paul statement found in Colossians 2:16 & 17, is often asserted with a great degree of
confidence, as New Testament “proof”, that Christ's death upon the cross, put an end to the binding obligation
of the seventh-day Sabbath, of the fourth Commandment of God’s Moral Law. Underlining this popular belief, is
the claim that only the seventh-day Sabbath of the Fourth Commandment, could be the “sabbath” that Paul is
referring to in Colossians 2:16.

It will be the purpose of this Study Document to examine the surrounding context of this passage in
some detail, to unravel the true meaning of this inspired passage. | will be examining in some depth, some key
Greek words that are associated with this passage, to get an indepth understanding of some of the vital issues
that are involved in the true understanding of this passage. Although | have examined this passage a number of
times over the years, for more than the last six months, | have undertaken a more indepth examination of this
subject. And this detailed research has shed more light on this passage, alerting the compiler to a number of
truths that he has not previously seen.

It is the conviction of the compiler, after some years of study of this passage, that the above commonly
held belief, is a misreading of what the Apostle Paul actually taught concerning the shadows that pointed
forward to Christ as our Redeemer. This popular belief also contradicts the Apostle Paul’s own personal
example as recorded in the Book of Acts.

As there will be a number of references to the Greek New Testament, and Greek grammar, the
compiler should acknowledge, that he has been a keen student of New Testament Greek for more than a dozen
years now. So | do have some understanding of the Greek grammatical issues which may have impact on the
understanding of Colossians 2:13 — 17.

| have included some of the more detailed Biblical material relating to key Greek grammatical issues in
the APPENDIX, for those readers who are of a more analytical mindset.

In a couple of places, there is some ambiguity in understanding exactly what the Apostle’s meaning is,
in certain portions of this passage. In these cases, | have shared with the reader several different beliefs on the
expression under consideration.

| trust that the reader will have the prayerful patience to follow me step by step, as | examine each of
these five verses closely. May the same Holy Spirit who inspired the Apostle Paul to write these verses
approximately two thousand years ago, guide the reader into a correct understanding of what the Apostle to the
Gentiles wrote.

Rick Henwood - June, 2018.
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THE PASSAGE IN QUESTION: -

a. Colossians 2:13 — 17 — Greek Received Text: - 13 kai U@, vekpoUg OvVTag €V T0IC TIOPATITWPACT KAl
T GkpoPuaTia TAG TOPKOS UPQY, guvelwotroingey UV aUT(, XOPIOGUEVOS Upiv Tavia T&
TapaTTwpara, 14 égaleipac 1O kab’ HUGV XEIPOYPaAPoV Toig dOyuaaty, O Av Umevavtiov AWIv: kai
auTd Apev €k 100 péoou, TPOoNAWOAC auTd TM oTaUP® - 15 ATTekSUTApEVOS TS APXAC KOl TAIC
¢Couaiag, EdelyuaTIoEY v TTappnoic, BpiauBeoag altoug év alt®. 16 MR 0OV Ti¢ UNEIC KpIVETW &V
Bpwael /) &v ooel, R év P€pel €0pTiig A voupnviag n cappatwy: 17 & €Tl akIG TV PEANOVTWY, TO
0¢ opa 100 XpioTol.

b. English Transliteration: - 13 kai humas, vekrous ontas en tois paraptomasi kai té akrobustia tés sarkos
humon, sunezoopoiésen sun auto, charisamenos humin panta ta paraptomata, 14 exaleipsas to kath
hemon cheirographon tois dogmasin, ho én hupenantion hémin- kai auto éren ek tou mesou,
proselosas auto to staurc: 15 apekdusamenos tas archas kai tas exousias, edeigmatisen en parrésia
thriambeusas autous en auto. 16 Me oun tis humas krineto en brosei & en posei, & en merei heortés &

noumenias & sabbaton: 17 ha esti skia ton mellonton, to de soma tou Christou.

c. Colossians 2:13 — 17 — KJV: - “13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your
flesh, hath he quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses; 14 Blotting out the
handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way,
nailing it to his cross; 15 And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a show of them openly,
triumphing over them in it. 16 Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an
holyday, or of the new moon, or of the sabbath days: 17 Which are a shadow of things to come; but the
body is of Christ.”
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COLOSSIANS 2:13 EXAMINED: -

Greek Received Text: - kai UNAG, vekpoUG OvVTag €v TOIC TTAPATITWHAGC! Kai TR akpoBuaTial TS 0apkdg UUQY,
ouvelwoTroinaev aUv auTy, XapITAUEVOS UV TTAVTA TG TIAPATITWLATA,

English Transliteration: - kai humas, vekrous ontas en tois paraptomasi kai té akrobustia tés sarkos humon,
sunezoopoiésen sun auto, charisamenos humin panta ta paraptomata,

KJV_English Translation: - “And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he
quickened together with him, having forgiven you all trespasses.”

The Greek word that has been translated in this verse as both “sins” and “trespasses” in the KJV, is the
word TrapamTwya — “paraptoma” — Strong’s, Greek Number, 3900. It is defined as “false step, transgression,
sin” — BAGD., p. 621. It appears 23 times in the New Testament. It has been translated as “fall” - twice;
“fault” — once; “faults” — once; “offence” - 5x; “offences” — twice; “sins” - 3x; “trespasses” — 9x.

The condition of the Colossian believers before they accepted the gospel of Christ, was plainly outlined
for them by the Apostle Paul in this verse: - they were dead in their sins. In other words, they were “spiritual
dead people” walking. The following passage that is also from the Apostle Paul’s pen, this time to the Christians
at Ephesus, repeats this same teaching, concerning what is the true spiritual condition of all unrepentant
sinners, before they accept the gospel of Christ. We are all spiritually dead in our sins.

Ephesians 2:1: - “And you hath he quickened, who were dead in trespasses [TTapdmTwya — “paraptoma”]
and sins.”

Then in the last half of Colossians 2:13, Paul reminds the Colossian believers, of the spiritual solution
that Christ has freely provided for them in the gospel, so that they were no longer to be considered dead in
their sins. Jesus Christ had quickened them [that is, made them spiritually alive] together with him, having
forgiven them all their sins or trespasses.

The Greek verb that has been translated as “hath quickened togther with” in the KJV, is the word
oulwoTroléw - “suzoopoied” - Strong’s, Greek Number, 4806. It is defined as “make alive togther with
someone nuacg 1@ Xpiotw us together with Christ Eph 2:5. uud¢ ouv aut@ you together with him (= Christ)
Col 2:13. The reference is to people who were dead in their sins, but through union with Christ have been made
alive by God together with him.” — Ibid.," p. 776.

1 As the referencing abbreviation “Ibid.” will appear often throughout this Study Document, | will now give its definition for the reader: -

“Ibid. is an abbrevation for the Latin word ibldem, meaning "in the same place", commonly used in an endnote, footnote, bibliography
citation, or scholarly reference to refer to the source cited in the preceding note or list item.” — Wikipedia.
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This small but spiritually vital verb appears only twice in the New Tetsament. The other occurrence is in
the Book of Ephesians, where the Apostle Paul is describing the same dramatic spiritual change that had
occurred within both the Colossian and Ephesians believers, after their receiving Jesus and his gospel.

Ephesians 2:5: - “Even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with [oulwoTroléw —
“suzoopoied”] Christ, (by grace ye are saved;)’

Colossians 2:13: - “And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of your flesh, hath he
quickened together with [ou{woTroiéw - “suzoopoied”] him, having forgiven you all trespasses.”

The Greek verb that has been translated as “having forgiven” in the KJV, is the word xapi{opan -
“charizomai” - Strong’s, Greek Number, 5483. It is defined as “1. give freely or graciously as a favour ... 2.
give = remit, forgive, pardon.” — BAGD., pp. 876 & 877. It appears 23 times in the New Testament. It is
translated as “deliver” - twice; “forgave” — 5x; “forgive” - 3x; “forgiven” — twice; “forgiving” - twice;
“gave” — twice; “give” — once; “given” - 5x; “granted” — once.

The fact that Christ had already forgiven the Colossian Christians of all their sins, is plainly attested to
again in the next chapter of the Apostle’s epistle to them.

Colossians 3:13: - “Forbearing one another, and forgiving [xapi{opal — “charizomai”] one another, if any
man have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave [xapiouai — “charizomai”] you, so also do ye.”

This same gospel truth was written by the Apostle Paul, to the Ephesian believers.

Ephesians 4:32: - “And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving [xapi{opcn — “charizomai”] one
another, even as God for Christ's sake hath forgiven [xapiopai — “charizomai”] you.”

W To sum up Colossians 2:13 then, the Colossians who had previously being spiritually dead in their sins,

had been quickened, that is, made alive together spiritually with Jesus Christ, who had forgiven them all their
sins. With this understanding of this verse, we shall now turn to our examination of Colossians 2:14.
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COLOSSIANS 2:14 EXAMINED: -

Greek Received Text: - £€alciwac 10 KB’ AUGV XeIpOYpagov Toi¢ ddypaaty, & Av UTrevavTiov AKIV: kai alTo
Apev £k 100 péoou, TpoonAwaag altod TG aTaUP® -

English Transliteration: - exaleipsas to kath hemaon cheirographon tois dogmasin, ho én hupenantion hémin- kai
auto eren ek tou mesou, proselosas auto to stauro-

KJV English Translation: - “Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to
us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross;”

| want to examine a number of the key words or expressions in this verse, to help us arrive at a
Biblically correct understanding of this one aspect of what Jesus achieved when he died upon the cross.

The Greek word that has been translated as “blotting out” in the KJV, is the verb &faAeipw -
“exaleipho” - Strong’s, Greek Number, 1813. It appears five times in the New Testament. It is defined as “1. In
accordance with the basic meaning — a. wipe away ... b. wipe out, erase 2. Certain expressions show the
influence of the translation ... to the more general meaning remove, destroy, obliterate ... in so far as the
removal results from the blotting out of a written record ... they are €. ka6’ rjuv xeipdypagpov Col 2:14, ..." -

BAGD., p. 272.

The other four occurrences of £§aAeipw — “exaleipho” in the New Testament, are listed in the KJV as
follows: -

Acts 3:19 - “be blotted out” — our sins shall be blotted out.

Reveltaion 3:5 — “will ... blot out” - the names of the overcomer, will not be blotted out of the Book of Life.
Revelation 7:17 — “shall wipe away” - the tear of the saints shall be wiped away.

Revelation 21:4 - “shall wipe away” — the tears of the saints shall be wiped away.

NOTE: - In the context of Colossians 2:14, é¢aAeipw — “exaleipho” should be understood as “blotting out” or
“erasing” something.

The object of this blotting out or erasure, that took place when Jesus died upon the cross, is
translated in the KJV as “the handwriting of ordinances”. The Greek expression behind this English
translation is 10 ... XeIpdypagov Toi dOyuacIv — “to ... cheirographon tois dogmasin®. This is the only time in
the whole of the New Testament, where this unique Greek expression is found.

It is an expression which has caused many Bible commentators over the centuries, to arrive at very
different conclusions in attempting to understand what this expression is being applied to by Paul. | shall
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examine each of these key Greek words separately, and in some detail, before | shall examine them together,
in my attempt to unravel what the Apostle Paul’s uses of this “one off’ expression is referring to.

The Greek noun that has been translated as “handwriting” in the KJV, is the word xeipéypagov -
“cheirographon” - Strong’s, Greek Number, 5498. It is defined as “a (hand-written) document, specifically a
certificate of indebtedness, bond ... 10 kab’ nNuwv xeipdypagpov the bond that stood against us Col 2:14” -

Ibid., p. 880.

Another New Testament Greek-English lexicon’s definition gives us more detailed information
concerning xeipoypagov - “cheirographon”: -

“xelpdypagov —ou, 10 (xeip and ypdow) a handwriting; what one has written by his own hand (Polyb.
30, 8, 4; Dion. Hal. 5, 8; al.); specifically a note of hand, or writing in which one acknowledges that money has
either been deposited with him or lent to him by another, to be returned at the appointed time (Tob. v.3; ix. 5;
Plut. mor. p. 829 a. de vitand. aere al. 4, 3; Artem. oneir. 3, 40); metaphorically applied in Col ii. 14 [(where R.
V. bond)] to the Mosaic law, which shews men to be charegeable with offences for which they must pay the
penalty.” — Joseph H. Thayer's, Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament; p. 668.

As this unique Greek word plays a major part in being able to correctly understand this verse, | have
been able to locate all six Greek references that have been listed in the above Lexical entry. | shall list the
individual Greek text, and then an English translation of these references directly underneath. | shall also list
them in the order that Thayer has listed them in his Lexicon entry.

EAeyxOpevol yap Katd TTPOCWTIOV UTTO TWV idiwv XeIpoypd@wy Kai TV UTToUpy@V oU uévov ATuxely, ETi
O& paAov avaioyuveiv £dogav.

“For being confronted with their own letters and agents, they were regarded as not merely unfortunate, but
rather as shameless.” - Polybius, “Histories”, 30, 8, 4.

Emeidn) yap nuépa téyiota €yévero, kaBioag £mi 1O PApa kai TGS EMOTOAAG TV €V Tf) CUVWUOTIQ
SIQOKETITOWEVOC, ¢ EUpE TG UTTO TGV VIOV ypageioac Taic oppayiolv Ekatépav yvwpioag Kai peTd 10
AOoal T anpeia T0i¢ XE1IpoypAa@oIg, avayvwabijval TTpQTov EKEAEUTEV AUPOTEPAG UTIO TOU YPaUHATEWS
€i¢ TV AmAvVTWY TEOV TAPOVTWY AKONV -

‘As soon, then, as it was day, Brutus seated himself upon the tribunal and examined the letters of the
conspirators; and when he found those written by his sons, each of which he recognized by the seals, and, after
he had broken the seals, by the handwriting, he first ordered both letters to be read by the secretary in the
hearing of all who were present, and then commanded his sons to speak if they had anything to say.” -
Dionysius of Halicarnassus - Antiquitates Romanae, 5.8.

Tobit 5:3 - LXX: - kai €dwkKev avT TO XEIPOYPAPOV Kai ELTTEV avT: {1)TNOOV OEauTo &vBpwrrov, Og

OUPTIOPEVOETAL 001, KAL dcoow aUT MIoBOV Ewg (- KaL AaBE TTOPEUBELS TO ApyvLpIOV.

“Then he gave him the handwriting, and said unto him, Seek thee a man which may go with thee, whiles | yet
live, and | will give him wages: and go and receive the money.”

Tobit 9:5 - LXX: - kat émopevdn PaganA kai noAiodn mapa FapanA, kai £dwkev avTq TO XEIPOYPAPOV" OG
& TIpOT|VeYKE Tor BUAGKI €V TALG OQAYLOT KAL EQWKEV QUTC.
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“So Raphael went out, and lodged with Gabael, and gave him the handwriting: who brought forth bags which
were sealed up, and gave them to him.”

NOTE: - In these two occurrences in the LXX, xeipdypagov — “cheirographon” is referring to a “bill of
indebtedness”, or a “promissory note”.

xwpav amodeiavieg Toic ABAioIC XpewaTalg yuttv diknv £€00ouai kai UTokeipouaiv alToug dEPTPoV E0W
dlvovteg, TOUG O atep Tavidhoug E@eoTtteg €ipyoual yeloaoBal TGV idiwv TPUyVTAG Kai
ouykopidovtag. we d& Aapeiog £t Taig ABAvag Emepye AATIv kai Aptagépvny €v TaiC Xepaiv AAUTEIS EXOVTAG
Kai OOt KAt TGV aixuaA@TWY, TapamAnaiwe oUTol TRV XEIpoypd@wy kai cupBoAaiwy (OTEp TEDDV
i TRV ‘EANGDa KopilovTeg ayyeia PeaTd TAC TTOAEIC EmiTTopeUovTal Kai SieAalvouat, OTIEIpovVTEG

“For these money-lenders make the market-place a place of the damned for the wretched debtors; like vultures
they devour and flay them, "entering into their entrails," or in other instances they stand over them and inflict on
them the tortures of Tantalus by preventing them from tasting their own produce which they reap and harvest.
And as Dareius sent Datis and Artaphernes against Athens with chains and fetters in their hands for their
captives, in similar fashion these men, bringing against Greece jars full of signatures and notes as fetters,
march against and through the cities,” - Plutarch, De Vitando Aera Alieno, 829a.

év 0¢ T OeClal XEIPL YEVOHEVOV €V avTl Tl Bévapl dAvelov TTPOAYOPEVE! KAL THV L XEIPOYPAQPWI
AOTINV.

“And with the right hand the loan that has been born with these bands proclaims also the sorrow of the note.” -
Artemidorus Daldianus — Oneirocritica — Book 3, 40.

9 | shall translate 10 xeipdypagov — “to cheirographon” in Colossians 2:14, as “the handwriting of
debt”.

The Greek word that has been translated as “ordinaces” is the noun d6ypa — “dogma” — Strong’s,
Greek Number, 1378. It is defined as “1. decree, ordinance, decision, command ... vouo¢ 16V EvioA@v €V 0.
law of commandments consisting in (single) ordinances Eph 2:15. 10 kaB’ nudv xeipdypagov toic o. the bond
that stood against us, with its requirements Col 2:14. 2. doctrine, dogma.” — BAGD., p. 201.

This word appears five times in the New Testament. The four other occurrences apart from Colossians
2:14 are all listed below.

The first two occurrences are referring to a decree or decrees from the Emperor Caesar.

Luke 2:1: - “And it came to pass in those days, that there went out a decree [d6ypa — “dogma”] from Caesar
Augustus, that all the world should be taxed.”

Acts 17:7: - “Whom Jason hath received: and these all do contrary to the decrees [d6ypa - “dogma”] of
Caesar, saying that there is another king, one Jesus.”

The next occurrence is referring to the decrees, or rather, to the decisions of the Apostles and elders at
Jerusalem that they had made, concerning the Gentiles who had converted to Christianity.
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Acts 16:4: - “And as they went through the cities, they delivered them the decrees [66ypa — “dogma’] for to
keep, that were ordained of the apostles and elders which were at Jerusalem.”

The last two occurrences in the New Testament are both from the Apostle Paul's pen, and are referring
to the d6ypaoiv - “dogmasin” [this is the Plural, Dative form], that have been abolished or blotted out by the
death of Christ.

Ephesians 2:15: - “Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in
ordinances [86ypa - “dogma’]; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace.”

Colossians 2:14: - “Blotting out the handwriting of ordinances [5oypa — “dogma”] that was against us,
which was contrary to us, and took it out of the way, nailing it to his cross.”

NOTE: - It is clear that from the context of these last two verses, that these d6ypaciv — “dogmasin” are
referring to the same thing. It is referring to something that has been abolished or blotted out at the time of, and
by the death of Christ.

This Greek word appears quite a few times in the LXX.

Daniel 2:13: - kai To doypa £GnABe, KaL ot 0oPOL ATEKTEVVOVTO, KAl €¢ritnaav AavinA Kat Toug giloug
OVUTOD AVEAELV.

“So the decree went forth, and they began to slay the wise men; and they sought Daniel and his fellows to slay
them.”

Daniel 3:10: - ov BadiAev, €Bnkag dOypa TAvTa &vBpWTTOV, 6G &V AKOVOT) TG PWVNG TG OAATIYYOG,
OUPIYYOG TE KAl KIBAPAS, GAPPUKNG KAt YOATNPIOU KAl CUPPWVIAE KAl TTAVTOS YEVOUG HOUTIKV

“Thou, O king, has made a decree that every man who shall hear the sound of the trumpet, and pipe, and harp,
sackbut, and psaltery, and all kinds of music”

Daniel 3:12: - eioiv &vdpeg ‘loudaiol, 0UG KATEATNOOG ETTL Tox €pya THG Xwpag BaBuhwvog, 2edpay, Migdy,
"ABdevayw, ot ovy vTIrjKouaav, BaCIAED, T dOYHATL Gou, T0iG BE0Lg GOU OV AATPEVOUOT, KAL TT) EKOVI TT)
XpuaT), 1) €0TN0Ag, 0L TIPOOKUVOLA.

“There are certain Jews whom thou has appointed over the affairs of the province of Babylon, Sedrach, Misach,
and Abdenago, who have not obeyed thy decree, O king: they serve not thy gods, and worship not the golden
image which thou hast set up.”

Daniel 4:3: - kat &I YOV €1€0nN dOYHA TOU €L0AYAYELV EVETTIOV HOU TTAVTAS TOUS 00pouS BaBulcvog,
OTIWG TV CUYKPIOIV TOU €VUTIVIOU YVWPIoWa't Hol.

‘And | made a decree to bring in before me all the wise men of Babylon, that they might make known to me the
interpretation of the dream.”
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Daniel 6:8 - 10: - vov ovv, BadiAev, GTAOOV TOV OPICHOV KaL €KBEG ypa@r)v, OTIwG pr) dAAoiwbr) TO doyua

Mepocwv kait Mndwv. 9 101e 0 BaaiAevg Aapeiog EmETate ypagnval To doypa. - 10 Kat AavimA, fvika €yvw
OTI &VETAYN TO BOYHa, L0T)ABEV £iG TOV OIKOV QUTOV, Kai ai Bupideg Avewypéval avTQ &V ToLG UTTEPOIG
avtov KaTévavtl ‘lepoucaAriy, Kat KaIpovG TPELG TG 1MEPAG TV KAUTITWY €TTL T yOVATA aUTOD Kat
TIPOCEUXOHEVOG KAt EOOAOYOVNEVOG EVaVTiOV TOU BE0D AUTOV, KABWG 1)V TTOICOV EUTIPOTBEV.

“Now then, O king, establish the decree, and publish a writ, that the decree of the Persians and Medes be not
changed. 9 Then king Darius commanded the decree to be written. 10 And when Daniel knew that the decree
was ordered, he went into his house; and his windows were opened in his chambers toward Jerusalem, and
three times in the day he knelt upon his knees, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as he used to do
before.”

Daniel 6:12 & 13: - kai TPooeABOVTEG Aéyoual Tco PBaaIAeL: BATIAED, OVX OPICUOV ETAgAg, OTWG TG

AvBpwITog, 6¢ AV ALTr)OT) TTAPA TTAVTOG BEOL KAl AvBPTTOU alTNHA €WG TIEPCOV TPIAKOVTA, &XAN' 1) TTapo
00V, BaaiAev, upAnBriaeTal i TOV AGKKOV TV AEOVTWY; Kt LTTEV O BACIAEVG: &AnBIvog 6 Adyog, Kai To
doypa Mndwv kat lMepacv ov mapeAevaeral. 13 1o1e amekpiBnoav Kat Aéyouatv &vaTiov 100 BacIAéwg:
AavimA 6 &To TV uiv TG aixuaAwaiag g "loudalag ovy UTETAYN Tew SOYPATL 00U, KAl KAIPOUG TPELS
TNG TUEPAG ALTEL TTAPAX TOU OE0L AVTOD T ALTH)HATA AVTOD.

“‘And they came and said to the king, O king, has thou not made a decree, that whatsoever man shall ask a
petition of any god or man for thirty days, but of thee, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions? And the king
said, The word is true, and the decree of the Medes and Persians shall not pass. 13 Then they answered and

said before the king, Daniel of the children of the captivity of Judea, has not submitted to thy decree; and three
times in the day he makes his requests of his God.”

Daniel 6:15: - TOTe oL Avdpeg ekewvol Aéyoual T PaciAet: yvabi, BadiAev, o1 TO doypa Mndoig Kat
Mépoaig 100 v OPITUOV KAL OTATIV, )V &V 6 BACIAELG OTH)OT), 0V BEL TAPAAAAEQL.

“Then those men said to the king, Know, O king, that the law of the Medes and Persians is that we must not
change any decree of statue which the king shall make.”

Daniel 6:26: - €k TTPOCCOTIOU oU €T£6N HOYPaA TOUTO £V TTAOT) APXT) TG BadIAEiag pou eivar TpEuovTag Kat
@oPoupévoug aTro PoCwTOoU ToL BgoL Aavir)A, 8T aVTOG 0TI Oeog (v KAl PEVWY ELG TOLG AlVag, Kat
1) BaciAeia avTOL 0V dlagBaproETal, KAL 1) KUPIELD OUTOL WG TEAOUG:

“This decree has been set forth by me in every dominion of my kingdom, that men tremble and fear before the
God of Daniel: for he is the living and eternal God, and his kingdom shall not be destroyed, and his dominion is
for ever.”

3rd Maccabbees 1:3: - TouTov d¢ dlayaywv AociBeog 0 ApigvAou Aeyoevog, TO YEvog 'louddaiog, DOTEpPOV O

HETaBaAY Tor VOUINO KAL TV TrATPLWY SOYHATWY ATINAAOTPIWHEVOG, KONUOV TIVA KATEKAIVEV €V M)
aknvr), 6v guvéPn koutoaaBai TV ekeivou KOAATIV.
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“‘But Dositheus, called the son of Drimulus, by birth a Jew, afterward a renegade from the laws and
observances of his country, conveyed Ptolemy away, and made an obscure person lie down in his stead in
the tent. It befell this man to receive the fate which was meant for the other.”

4th Maccabbees 4:23 & 24: - Kat w¢ émopBnoev avTovg, doypa €BeT0 OTIWG, €1 TIVEG AUTWV QAVOIEV T

TaTpico TTOMTEUOPEVOI VOUw, Bavolev. 24 kai €mel KT pndéva TpOTIoV (OXUE KataAvoal dlx Twv
SoyHATWY TV TOU £Bvoug eDVOIaV, &AL TTAOAG TG £AUTOD ATTEINXG KAL TIHWPLAG EcOpa KATAAUOpEVAC,

‘And having subdued them, he established a decree that if any of them lived according to the laws of his
country he should die. 24 And when he could by no means destroy by his decrees the obedience to the law of
the nation, but saw all his threats and punishments without effect,”

4 Maccabbees 4:26: - €TEL OOV T SOYPATA ADTOD KATEPPOVELTO UTTO TOL AOD, avTog Ol Bacgavwy éva

£KaaToV TOL €BVOUg 1)VAYKACE UIOP@VY XTTOYEUOUEVOUG TPOPV £§ouvuaBal Tov “louddiopov.

“When, therefore, his decrees were disregarded by the people, he himself compelled by means of tortures
every one of this race, by tasting forbidden meats, to abjure the Jewish religion.”

4t Maccabbees 10:2: - 6 8¢ &vaporioag €@n- 1) AYVOELTE OTI O AUTOG JE TOIG ATTOBAVOLCIV E0TIEIPE TIATNP,

KaL 1) 00T YAyt €y€vnag, Kai 1T TOLG AUTOLG AVETPAPNUEV SOYHATIV;

“But he cried out and said, Know ye not, that the father of those who are dead, begat me also; and that the
same mother bare me; and that | was brought up in the same tenets?”

NOTE: - | will make a few observations concerning the semantic range of meanings for this Greek word d6ypa
- “dogma”z; -

2 The following statements are from the writings of the Jewish, Greek speaking historian Josephus, who wrote at the time the New
Testament was being written. They shed further light on the range of meanings for the Greek word d6ypa — “dogma”. | shall list the
Greek text below, with an accompanying English translation.

[393] ToUtoI¢ pIAOPPOVNOAUEVOS TOV BATIAé Kol TIEPIBEIC aOT® TO SIAdNUA SOYMATI DIECHUAIVEV TRV SWPEAV, &V M1 TTOM
peyaho@povwg €ig ETarvov Tavopog pBEyEaTo. ¢ 0 dwpolg EMEINIGaPEVOS avToV £ENTETTO TIVa TdV AvTwviou Qidwv ANEAV iKETNV
YEVOpEVOV: vika B¢ 1) Kaioapog opyr TToAé. KO XOAETISL HEUPOPEVOU TOV EEQITOULEVOV OIG BleKpoUaaro v dENalv.

“393 After saying these gracious things to the king and putting the diadem on his head, he proclaimed the grant by decree, in which
he further praised the man in magnificent style. He responded to his kindness with gifts, and asked him to pardon Alex, one of
Antony's friends, who had also come to him as a supplicant. But Caesar's anger prevailed and he rejected the petition, blaming the
many offenses committed by the supplicant.” - Josephus, War of the Jews; Book I, Chapter XX, Section 3 — Greek Text 393.

[142] po¢ T0UTOIC OPVUTIV Undevi pev Petadoldval TV SoyPAaTWY £TEPWS N W auTdC petéhaBev, dpéteabal 8¢ AnoTeiag kai
ouvinproelv Opoiwg 1@ 1€ TAG aipéoews altdv BIPAia kai Ta TGV Ayyélwy dvopata. Toio0ToIg eV OpKOIG TOUG TTPOTIOVTAS
¢Eaooahicovral.

“142 Moreover, he swears to communicate their doctrines to no one any otherwise than as he received them himself; that he will
abstain from robbery, and will equally preserve the books belonging to their sect, and the names of the angels [or messengers]. These
are the oaths by which they secure their proselytes to themselves.” — War of the Jews; Book Il, Chapter VIII, Section 7 — Greek Text
142.
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a. When the 86ypa - “dogma” comes from a king or emperor, as in the case of Nebuchadnezzar in the
LXX’s Book of Daniel; or, from the emperor Caesar in the New Testament, it is clearly referring to a
decree, or law enacted by that ruler.

b. When the 86ypa — “dogma” comes from a religious teacher or teachers, as is the case of the Apostles
of Christ in the Book of Acts, it is referring to the doctrines or decisions of that teacher or teachers.

c. The d6ypaoiv - “dogmasin” of Colossians 2:14 is linked together with T0 xeipoypagov - “to
cheirographon” - “the handwriting”, that was blotted out or erased at the cross of Christ. Whereas
in Ephesians 2:15, it is linked together with TOv vopov TGV &vtoAGv - “ton nomon ton entolon” -
“the law of commandments”, that was abolished by Jesus’ death.

In Colossians 2:14, the Greek expression that | am currently examining, could read more literally as,
“the handwriting of debt with ordinances”.

In Ephesians 2:15, the Greek expression could read more literally as, “the law of commandments
with ordinances”.

| shall list all of the identifiying characteristics of “the handwriting of debt with ordinances” that are
found in Colossians 2:14 - 17: -

i. Itwas blotted out or erased by Jesus’ death.

ii. Itwas against us. The Greek words that has been translated as “against us” in the KJV, are the words
Ka®’' fu®v - “kath hemon”. The Greek preposition karé — “kata” [Strong’s, Greek Number, 2596,
when it is used in the Genitive case as it has been in this verse, is defined as “10 k. nu@v
Xelpoypagov the bond that stands against us Col 2:14.” - |bid., p. 405.

ii. It was contrary to us. The Greek word that has been translated as “contrary” in the KJV, is the
adjective 0trevavriog — “hupenantios” — Strong’s, Greek Number, 5227. It appears only twice in the
New Testament. The other occurrence is in Hebrews 10:27, where it has been translated as
“adversaries”. It is defined as “opposed, contrary, hostile ... Tivi against someone Col 2:14.” - Ibid.,

p. 838.

Footnote continued from the previous page: -

[42] 6fidov &’ £aTiv Epyw, TQC AUETS TPOTIYEY TOIC iBi0IC YpAuPAGTT- TOooUTOU Yap aiivog AdN TapwynKkoTog olTe TPoadeivai TI
oU0&v 0UTe AQeheiv aut@v oUTe Petabeival TETOAUNKey, TAGI O CUUQUTOV £0TIV EUBUC €K TTPWTNG Yevéaewg loudaiolg TO vopilelv
auTa B0 doypaTa Kai ToUTOIC EUPEVEIV Kai UTTEP AUTQV, & déol, BVAOKEIV MOEWC.

“and how firmly we have given credit to these books of our own nation is evident by what we do; for during so many ages as have
already passed, no one has been so bold as either to add any thing to them, to take any thing from them, or to make any change in
them; but it is become natural to all Jews immediately, and from their very birth, to esteem these books to contain Divine doctrines,
and to persist in them, and, if occasion be willingly to die for them.” — "Against Apion”; Book 1, Section 8 — Greek Text 42.
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iv. POINTS ii & iii above raise important questions concerning “the handwriting of debt with
ordinances”. Why was it was against and contrary to us? And who is the “us” referring to?

| believe the Apostle Paul’'s statement in Ephesians 2:11 — 15, which has some similarity with the
subject matter of Colossians 2:13 — 17, answers these two questions: -

“Wherefore remember, that ye being in time past Gentiles in the flesh, who are called Uncircumcision by
that which is called the Circumcision in the flesh made by hands; That at that time ye were without Christ,
being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of promise, having
no hope, and without God in the world: But now in Christ Jesus ye who sometimes were far off are made
nigh by the blood of Christ. For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the
middle wall of partition between us; Having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of
commandments contained in ordinances [TOv vOpOV TGV €VTOAQV €v dOypaol — “ton nomon ton

entolon en dogmasi”]; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace.”
NOTE: - | shall give a brief summary of this passage for the reader: -

The Gentiles who were [past tense] far off from God, and who were not parties to the covenants [plural]
of promise, and who at that time were without hope and without God, have through Jesus Christ, been made
near to Him, through the blood of Christ. Jesus Christ is our [that is, both the Jew’s and the Gentile’s] peace,
who has broken down the middle wall of partition that separated the Jew from the Gentile. Jesus in his own
flesh abolished the enmity that existed between the Jew and the Gentile, abolishing the law of commandments
with ordinances, so as to make within himself of the two [that is, of the Jew and the Gentile], one new man or
person, thus making peace.

The Apostle Peter when he met with the righteous Gentile Cornelius and his household of Gentiles,
acknowledged that the Jewish Law prohibited the free social interaction between Jew and Gentile3. But now,
through the inspired vision which had been just previously given to him by the Holy Spirit, he had finally
understood, that this distinction based upon race no longer applied.

3 Other New Testament passages clearly reveal the fact, that the Jews at the time of Christ, maintained a strict social exclusiveness
and separation from the Gentiles, which was based upon their religious faith.

John 4:9: - “Then saith the woman of Samaria unto him, How is it that thou, being a Jew, askest drink of me, which am a woman of
Samaria? for the Jews have no dealings with the Samaritans.”

John 18:28: - “Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas unto the hall of judgment: and it was early; and they themselves went not into
the judgment hall, lest they should be defiled; but that they might eat the passover.”

Acts 11:2 & 3: - “And when Peter was come up to Jerusalem, they that were of the circumcision contended with him, saying, Thou
wentest in to men uncircumcised, and didst eat with them.”

Galatians 2:11 & 12: - “But when Peter was come to Antioch, | withstood him to the face, because he was to be blamed. For before
that certain came from James, he did eat with the Gentiles: but when they were come, he withdrew and separated himself,
fearing them which were of the circumcision.”
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Acts 10:28: - “And he said unto them, Ye know how that it is an unlawful thing for a man that is a Jew to
keep company, or come unto one of another nation; but God hath showed me that | should not call any man
common or unclean.”

& “The handwriting of debt with ordinances” in Colossians 2:14, was against and contrary to the

Gentiles; it would also be “the middle wall of partition” that Jesus abolished when he died upon the cross,
that is referred to in Ephesians 2:14 & 15. The “us” of Colossians 2:14, would refer to the Gentile Christian
converts, with Paul metaphorically including himself with them in this verse. The serious social separation and
exclusiveness that existed between the Jew and the Gentile under the “law of commandments with
ordinances” before Christ's death, would have been an endless source of enmity and hostility between the two
racial groups. All this enmity and hostility was abolished by our Lord Jesus Christ, when he died for both races
upon the cross. At which time he blotted out or erased “the handwriting of debt with ordinances”; he broke
down “the middle wall of partition”; he abolished “the law of commandments with ordinances”.

v. It was taken out of the way. The Greek words that been translated in the KJV as “took it out of the
way”, are a0TO fpev &K ToU pécou — “autd éren ek tou mesou”.

The Greek pronoun aUT0 - “auts”, is in the Neuter, Singular, Accusative case, which indicates that its
direct grammatical antecedent is indeed 10 ... xé1ipdypagov - “to ... cheirographon” — “the handwriting of
debt”, which is also in the Neuter, Singular, Accusative case. The Greek word that has been translated as
“took” in the KJV, is the verb aipw - “airg” — Strong’s, Greek Number, 142. It is defined as “4. take away,
remove with no suggestion of lifting up. ... a bond, note ai. €k o0 péaou destroy Col 2:14.” - Ibid., p. 24.

vi. It was nailed to Jesus’ cross. The Greek word that has been translated as “nailing ... to” in the KJV, is
the verb mpoonAéw - “proséelos” — Strong’s, Greek Number, 4338. This is its only occurrence in the
New Testament. It is defined as “nail (fast) 1i rivi something to something ... a bond to the cross Col
2:14.” - |bid., p. 714.

vii. Itis associated with meat and drink, a feast, a new moon and sabbaths — Colossians 2:16.

viii. It contains shadows of things to come, but the body [that is, the reality] is of Christ — Colossians 2:17.

NOTE: - | want to now share with the reader a couple of other New Testament passages, which also refer to
some kind of law with ordinances, being abolished, taken away or coming to an end when Jesus died upon the
Cross.

The following passage from the Book of Hebrews, refers to the earthly Sanctuary with its various gifts,
sacrifices, meats, drinks, various washings and its carnal ordinances, which were only figures for that present
time. The writer goes on to state, that these things were imposed upon the people [that would be the Hebrew
people], until the time of reformation came. That would be referring to the death of Jesus Christ. Then the writer
of Hebrews contrasts this earthly “figure”, with the Heavenly reality of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has become
a High Priest “of good things to come”, of the more perfect Tabernacle that was not made by human hands,
and who has entered once into this Sanctuary by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption. [This true
Tabernacle and Sanctuary is stated to be in Heaven — See Hebrews 8:1 & 2.]
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Hebrews 9:8 - 12: - “The Holy Ghost this signifying, that the way into the holiest of all was not yet made
manifest, while as the first tabernacle was yet standing: Which was a figure for the time then present, in
which were offered both gifts and sacrifices, that could not make him that did the service perfect, as
pertaining to the conscience; Which stood only in meats and drinks, and divers washings, and carnal
ordinances, imposed on them until the time of reformation. But Christ being come an high priest of
good things to come [péAAW - “mell6”], by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that
is to say, not of this building; Neither by the blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once
into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.”

NOTE: - It will be helpful for the reader at this time, if | make a few clarifying comments concerning certain
aspects of the Greek text of this passage.

The following English expression that has been translated as “the way into the holiest of all” in the
KJV in VS. 8, reads in the Greek Received text as THv TGV ayiwv 656v - “tén ton hagion hodon”.

A literal translation of this Greek expression would be “the way of the Sanctuary”.

In VS. 9 the Greek word that has been translated as “a figure” is the noun TrapafoAnf — “parabole” —

Strong’s, Greek Number, 3850. It appears 50 times in the New Testament. It has been translated as
“comparison” - once; “figure” — 2x; “parable” — 31x; “parables” — 15x; “proverbs” - once.

It is defined as “1. type, figure mapaBoAn eic TOv kaipdv 1OV éveatnkdra a symbol (pointing) to the
present age Hb 9:9.” - Ibid., p. 612.

It must be acknowledged that the Greek word that has been translated as “ordinances” in VS. 10 in
the KJV, is NOT the Greek noun d6ypa - “dogma”, that the Apostle Paul used in Colossians 2:14 &
Ephesians 2:15. Rather, it is the Greek noun dikaiwpa - “dikaioma” - Strong’s, Greek Number, 1345. It
appears ten times in the New Testament. It is translated as “judgment” - once; “judgments” - once;
“justification” — once; “ordinances” - 3x; “righteousness” — 4x. It is defined as “1. requlation, requirement,
commandment ... 0. Aarpeiag regulations for worship Hb 9:1; 6. aapkd¢ regulations for the body vs. 10.” - Ibid.,

p. 198.

The Greek word that has been translated as “imposed” in the KJV, is the verb émikeipon —
“epikeimai” — Strong’s, Greek Number, 1945. It appears seven times in the New Testament. It is translated as
“imposed” - once; “instant” - once; “lay” - once; “on” - once; “thereon” - once; “upon” - 2x. It is
defined as “2. figuratively ... ¢. be imposed, be incumbent ... dikaiwopara Emikeiieva regulations imposed Hb

9:10.” - Ibid., p. 294.

This same verb is also used by the Apostle Paul in his first letter to the Corinthians, with the same
sense of something being imposed or incumbent upon him. In this case, it is the necessity for him to preach
the gospel of Christ, that had been imposed or laid upon him.

1st Corinthians 9:16: - “For though | preach the gospel, | have nothing to glory of: for necessity is laid upon
[emikelpon — “epikeimai”] me; yea, woe is unto me, if | preach not the gospel!”

The Greek word that has been translated as “reformation” in Hebrews 9:10 in the KJV, is the noun
d16pBwaig - “diorthosis” — Strong’s, Greek Number, 1357. This verse is the only time that this noun occurs in
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the New Testament. It is defined as “improvement, reformation, new order ... kaipd¢ O. the time of the new
order (in contrast to that of the law with its fleshly stipulations) Hb 9:10.” - Ibid., p. 199.

A linguistic connection between this passage in Hebrews 9 and Colossians 2:17, is found in the use of
the Greek verb péAAw — “mell6” — Strong’s, Greek Number, 3195. In Colossians 2:17 it has been translated as
“things to come”. In Hebrews 9:11 it has been translated as “to come”.

In VS. 12, the English expression which has been translated in the KJV as “into the holy place”,
reads in the Greek Received text as €i¢ Té dyia - "eis ta hagia". This is in the Neuter, Plural and Accusative

Case. The translation in the KJV is not a correct one. The literal translation of this distinctive Greek expression
is “into the sanctuary”.

W It is clear from the context of this passage in Hebrews 9:8 — 12, that it harmonizes perfectly with, and

complements Colossians 2:13 — 17. The earthly Sanctuary with its various gifts, sacrifices, meats and drinks,
and different carnal [or fleshly] ordinances, were all a figure [would the word “figure” by a synonym for the
word “shadow”?], for that present time. It was imposed upon the Hebrew people, until the time of reformation
came. This reformatory time would be referring to the death of Jesus Christ, and the commencing of the New
Covenant. Jesus Christ having now become a High Priest of good things to come, entered in once for all, by
the means of his own blood, into the true Sanctuary that is in heaven. This is the reality, of which the earthly
Tabernacle and its carnal ordinances were “a figure”.

| want to now examine the following prophecy that is found within the Book of Psalms, that relates to

Jesus Christ’s first coming into the world. And then, | will share with the reader, the inspired New Testament
commentary on its fulfilment in Christ. This prophecy and its fulfilment has a direct bearing on Colossians 2:13 —

17 and Ephesians 2:11 — 16, as to what was abolished by the death of Christ.

Psalm 40:6 — 8: - “Sacrifice and offering thou didst not desire; mine ears hast thou opened: burnt offering and
sin offering hast thou not required. Then said I, Lo, | come: in the volume of the book it is written of me, |

delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, thy law is within my heart.”

The Apostle Paul explains this prophecy concerning Christ, in the Book of Hebrews.

Hebrews 10:5 — 9: - “Wherefore when he cometh into the world, he saith, Sacrifice and offering thou wouldest

not, but a body hast thou prepared me: In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin thou hast had no pleasure. Then
said |, Lo, | come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do thy will, O God. Above when he said,
Sacrifice and offering and burnt offerings and offering for sin thou wouldest not, neither hadst pleasure
therein; which are offered by the law; Then said he, Lo, | come to do thy will, O God. He taketh away the
first, that he may establish the second.”

NOTE: - Several important points can be drawn from these passages in Psalms and Hebrews: -
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1. Jesus Christ came to do his Father’s will, which is in Psalm 40:8, is stated as having God'’s Law of Ten
Commandments in his heart. We do know from Jesus’ own testimony, that he did indeed keep his
Father's Law of Ten Commandments.

John 15:10: - “If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as | have kept my Father's
commandments, and abide in his love.”

2. In Hebrews 10:8 & 9, Jesus came to take away the first things mentioned in the prophecy - the

Sacrifices, Offerings, Burnt Offerings and Sin Offerings, which were offered by the Law. He did this, so
that he could establish the second thing mentioned in the prophecy, which is God’s will. We have just
seen under POINT 1 above, that God’s will is having his Law within the heart.
3. The Sacrifices, Offerings, Burnt Offerings and Sin Offerings, which were offered by the Law in
Hebrews 10:8, were written and commanded in the Law of Moses.
2nd Chronicles 23:18: - “Also Jehoiada appointed the offices of the house of the LORD by the hand of the priests
the Levites, whom David had distributed in the house of the LORD, to offer the burnt offerings of the LORD,

as it is written in the law of Moses, with rejoicing and with singing, as it was ordained by David.”

Ezra 3:2: - “Then stood up Jeshua the son of Jozadak, and his brethren the priests, and Zerubbabel the son of
Shealtiel, and his brethren, and builded the altar of the God of Israel, to offer burnt offerings thereon, as it

is written in the law of Moses the man of God.”

Earlier within this same chapter of Hebrews 10, we have two more linguistic links to Colossians 2:17.

The Law was a shadow of good things to come. This Law required the offering up of animal sacrifices year by
year. The blood of these various slain animal sacrifices, could not take away sins.

Hebrews 10:1 - 4: - “For the law having a_shadow [okid — “skia”] of good things to come [uéANAwW -

“mell6”], and not the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year
continually make the comers thereunto perfect. For then would they not have ceased to be offered? because
that the worshippers once purged should have had no more conscience of sins. But in those sacrifices there is
a remembrance again made of sins every year. For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and of goats should
take away sins.”

NOTE: - Both Greek words contained in Hebrews 10:1, okid — “skia” [Strong’s, Greek Number, 4639], and

MEAAW - “mell6” [Strong’s, Greek Number, 3195] are also found in Colossians 2:17.
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A SUMMARY CHART CONCERNING “THE HANDWRITING OF DEBT WITH ORDINANCES”: -

BIBLE TEXT: -

IDENTIFYING CHARACTERISTIC: -

Colossians 2: 14 - 17: -

Ephesians 2:13 - 16: -

Hebrews 9:8 - 12: -

Hebrews 10:1 - 9: -

Blotted out or erased at the time of the death
of Jesus.

It was against and contrary to us — the
Gentiles.

Was nailed to the cross of Christ.

Was associated with meat and drink, a Feast,
a New Moon and Sabbaths.

Was a shadow of things to come.

The Gentiles who were not near to God, have
through the blood of Christ, been made nigh
to God.

Jesus broke down the middle-wall of partition
between Jew and Gentile.

Jesus in his own flesh abolished the enmity
between Jew and Gentile - the law of
commandments with ordinances.

Jesus reconciled both Jew and Gentile to
God, by his cross, having slain the enmity by
it [that is, by means of his cross].

The earthly sanctuary with its gifts, sacrifices,
meats and drinks, various washings and
carnal ordinances, were a figure for that
present time.

They were imposed upon the Hebrew people,
until the time of reformation came.

Jesus having become a High Priest of good
things to come, entered once for all, by the
means of his own blood, into the true
Sanctuary in Heaven.

The Law was a shadow of good things to
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come, which required various animal
sacrifices and offerings that could not take
away sins.

e The various offerings, burnt offerings, sin
offerings and sacrifices, which were offered by
the Law, were taken away by Christ.

e Jesus Christ then established God's will,

which was having God’s Law within his heart.

& “The handwriting of debt with ordinances*” = the Law of Moses, which was made up of the shadowy

ceremonial ordinances, animal sacrifices and offerings, annual Feasts, New Moons and annual Sabbaths, and
which were associated with the earthly Sanctuary, and its various carnal or fleshly ordinances.

4 The following Greek verb that is derived directly from the noun d6ypa — “dogma”, is the word doyparti{w - “dogmatizo6” —
Strong’s, Greek Number, 1379. It is defined as “submit to rules and regulations Col 2:20.” — BAGD., p. 201. It appears only once in the
New Testament, and is found in the following passage which is also found in Colossians Chapter 2.

Colossians 2:20 — 22: - “Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, are
ye subject to ordinances [Soypati{w - “dogmatiz6”], (Touch not; taste not; handle not; Which all are to perish with the using;)
after the commandments and doctrines of men?”

NOTE: - It appears that the ordinaces [that is, the rules and regulations] which the Colossian brethren were submitting to, are summed
up in VS. 21 — “Touch not; taste not; handle not”, and which in VS. 22 are identified as being the commandments and doctrines of
men.

This Greek verb is aso used in the following verses found in the LXX.

Esther 3:9: - €l 6okl T@ BaciAel, SoyHaTIGATW ATTOAéTal AVLTOVG, KAyw Blaypayw £iG TO Yalo@UAAKIOV TOU BaciAéwg apyupiou
Taxhavta yopia.

“If it seem good to the king, let him make a decree to destroy them: and | will remit into the king’s treasury ten thousand talents of
silver.”

1st Esdras 6:34: - “¢ycw Bagihevg Aapeiog dedOyPATIKA ETIHEACDS KaTa TaUTA yiveaBar.”
“| Darius the king have ordained that according unto these things it be done with diligence.”

2nd Maccabees 10:8: - édoypaTigav d¢ PETax KOIVOU TTPOCTAYMATOS KOL YN@IoUATOS TIavVTL T Tcov loudaiwv EBvel kar’ éviautov

QYEIV TAOBE Torg 1)HEPQC.

“They ordained also by a common statute and decree, That every year those days should be kept of the whole nation of the Jews.”
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COLOSSIANS 2:15 EXAMINED: -

Greek Received Text: - d&mekduoGuevos T1aG Apxa¢ kai T1a¢ €¢ouaiag, €deiyuamoev €v Tappnaiaq,
BpiauBevoag alToug Ev aUT.

English Transliteration: - apekdusamenos tas archas kai tas exousias, edeigmatisen en parrésia thriambeusas
autous en auto.

KJV_English Translation: - “And having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a show of them openly,
triumphing over them in it.”

| shall examine some of the key Greek words that have been used by the Apostle Paul in this verse,
which will help us to obtain a fuller understanding of this text.

The Greek word that has been translated as “having spoiled”, is the verb amekdUopar -
“apekduomai” — Strong’s, Greek Number, 554. It appeas only twice in the New Testament, with both
references being found in Paul’s epistle to the Colossians. It is defined as “1. take off, strip off of clothes ... TOv
maAaiov GvBpwrrov the old man, i. e. sinful nature Col 3:9 ... 2. disarm ... 1a¢ Gpxac kai 1. €€ouaiac the
principalities and powers Col 2:15.” — BAGD., p. 83. This informs us of the fact, that Christ archived a victory
upon the cross, a victory in the form of disarming the principalities and powers, which are the next things
mentioned by the Apostle Paul in this verse.

The Greek word that has been translated as “principalities”, is the noun apxf - “arché&” — Strong’s,
Greek Number, 746. It appears 58 times in the New Testament. It is defined as “1. beginning ... 2. the first

Footnote continued from the previous page: -

24 Maccabees 15:36: - kai E50YHATIONV TIAVTEG HETX KOIVOD WNOIOUATOG NdAUS EAOTI ATTAPAGTMAVTOV THVOE TNV 1)Hépav,

Exelv B¢ Emionuov TNV TPIOKAIBEKATNV TOU dwdeKATOU Pnvog "Adap AEyetal i) ZUPIOKT) QWVT) TIPO HIGG TUEPAS TR
Mapdoyaikng 1uépag.

“And they ordained all with a common decree in no case to let that day pass without solemnity, but to celebrate the thirtieth day of the
twelfth month, which in the Syrian tongue is called Adar, the day before Mardocheus’ day.”

39 Maccabees 4:11: - ToUtwv 08¢ €mi v Aeyopévnv Zxediav AxBéviwv kai 100 TapdamAou TepavBéviog, KaBwg mv
dedoypariopévov T POCIAEL, TTPOTETALEY AVTOUG €V T TIPO TNG TOAEWS LTMOdPOU TTapeUBOAElY ATTAETw KaBEOTATI
TEPINETPCY KAL TIPOG TTAPABEIYHATITPOV AYOV EVKOIPOTAT KABEGTATI T TOIG KATOATIOPEUOMEVOIG LG TV TTOAIV KaL TOIG K
TOUTWV Eg TNV Xcopav aTEAOPEVOIG TTPOG EKONULaV TTPOG TO PNdE TG DUVANETIV OUTOD KOIVWVELY, Unde TO ovvoAov KaTagicooal
TEPIBOAWV.

“They were conveyed accordingly in this vessel, and at the end of it arrived at Schedia. The king had ordered them to be cast into the
vast hippodrome, which was built in front of the city. This place was well adapted by its situation to expose them to the gaze of all
comers into the city, and of those who went from the city into the country. Thus they could hold no communication with his forces; nay,
were deemed unworthy of any civilized accommodation.”
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cause ... 3. ruler, authority ... of angelic and demonic powers, since they were thought of as having a political
organization. ... Ro 8:38; 1 Cor 15:24; Eph. 1:21; 3:10; 6:12; Col. 1:16; 2:10, 15.” - Ibid., pp. 111 & 112.

The Greek word that has been translated as “powers”, is the noun é¢oucia - “exousia” — Strong’s,
Greek Number, 1849. It appears 103 times throughout the New Testament. It is defined as “... 4. the power
exercised by rulers or others in high position by virtue of their office. a. ruling power, official power ... b. the
domain in which the power is exercised ... ¢. the bearers of the authority — a. human authorities, officials,
government ... . of rulers and functionaries of the spirit world ... 1 Cor 15:24; Eph 1:21; Col. 2:10. ... Eph.
3:10; 6:12; Col. 1:16; 2:15.” - Ibid., p. 278.

The following New Testament passages, also written by the Apostle Paul, refer to these “principalities
and powers”. From these texts several truths emerge concerning them: -

a. Jesus Christ created all of these “principalities and powers”.
b. Jesus Christ is the Head over all of these “principalities and powers”.

c. At his ascension into heaven, to the Father’s right hand, he has been exalted far above these
“principalities and powers”.

d. These “principalities and powers” are our spiritual adversaries, against whom we are to war against.
These are the wicked spirits in “high places” in the universe. That is, the devil and his evil angels.

e. Most importantly, we can see that Jesus Christ has power over these spiritual agencies of evil. In other
words, Jesus is stronger than the devil and his evil angels. This is what “having spoiled”, or
disarmed these “principalities and powers” is referring to in Colossians 2:15. Jesus Christ on the
cross gained the victory over these “principalities and powers” of evil.

Ephesians 1:20 & 21: - “Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his
own right hand in the heavenly places, far above all principality [&pxn — “arch&”], and power [é§oucia —
“exousia”], and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that
which is to come.”

Ephesians 3:10: - “To the intent that now unto the principalities [apxn - “arché”] and powers [€§ouaia —
“exousia”] in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God.”

Ephesians 6:11 & 12: - “Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of
the devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities [apXi — “arch&”], against
powers [é¢oucia — “exousia”], against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high places.”

Colossians 1:16: - “For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that are in earth, visible and
invisible, whether they be thrones, or dominions, or principalities [apxf — “arché”], or powers [€§oucia —
“exousia”]: all things were created by him, and for him.”

Colossians 2:10: - “And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality [apxn - “arch&”] and
power [€§ouaia — “exousia”].”
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The Greek word that has been translated as “he made a shew”, is the verb Seiyparidw -
“deigmatizo” — Strong’s, Greek Number, 1165, This verse is the only time that it occurs in the entire New
Testament. It is defined as “mock, expose Col 2:15.” - Ibid., p. 172.

The expression “openly” is translated from the Greek words €v Tappnaia - “en parrésia”. This
expression combines the preposition év — “en”, with the Greek noun mappnoia - “parrésia” — Strong’s,
Greek Number, 3954. rappnoia — “parrésia” appears 31 times in the New Testament. In this specific verse, it
is defined as “Oeryuarileiv €v mappnaia make a public example of Col 2:15.” — Ibid., p. 630.

The words “triumphing over” have been translated from the Greek verb 8piapfeiw - “thriambeus”

— Strong'’s, Greek Number, 2358. It appears in only two passages in the New Testament, this one in Colossians
2:15, and in the following verse,

2nd Corinthians 2:14: - “Now thanks be unto God, which always causeth us to triumph [BplauBeiw -
“thriambeud”] in Christ, and maketh manifest the savour of his knowledge by us in every place.”

It is defined as “1. lead in a triumphal procession ... hence generally triumph over BpiauBeUoag auTous
&v aut@ through him (Christ) he (God) has triumphed over them (the hostile supernatural powers) Col 2:15.” —

Ibid., p. 363.

BpiauBevoac autous Ev aurw - “triumphing over them in it” — KJV. The Greek expression &v aut@ -
“en autd” has been incorrectly translated in the KJV as “in it”. In reality, it should be translated as “by it”. And
as this pronoun auT® - “autd”, is in the Masculine, Singular, Dative case, its antecedent is found at the end of
verse 14, in the Greek expression TG oTaupw - “t6 staurd”, which is also in the Masculine, Singular, Dative
case. The KJV has translated it as “to his cross”.

& What this grammatical concord between these two verses is teaching, is the truth that Jesus has triumphed

over these evil principalities and powers of the devil and his evil angels, by his death upon the cross. Even
though Jesus’ death upon the cross was one of shame and humiliation, and Satan was able to wreak his
revenge upon the holy Son of God, through the mistreatment which Jesus suffered at the hands of the Jewish
authoirites and Roman soldiers, in reality, it spelled the ultimate death-knell of Satan and his evil angels. Christ
conquered and robbed the evil principalities and powers of the devil and his evil angels, of their supremacy over
humanity, and of their control over the power of death.

| think the following verse from the Book of Hebrews, sums up Colossians 2:15, rather well. Jesus
through his death upon the cross, has made certain the final and complete destruction of the devil, who had
[past tense] the power over death.

Hebrews 2:14: - “Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise took
part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil.”
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WTruIy, Christ's death upon the cross, when he spoiled, that is, when he disarmed the evil agencies of the

devil and his evil angels - the “principalities and powers” of their power over death, is clearly revealed in
Colossians 2:14 & 15.
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COLOSSIANS 2:16 EXAMINED: -

Greek Received Text: - MR o0v TIC UpEC KpIvETW €V Ppwaael f év TTOCEI, 1 &v péper £0pTfC f vouunviac A
oappaTwv

English Transliteration: - Mé oun tis humas krineté en brosei & en posei, & en merei heortés & nouménias é
sabbaton

KJV English Translation: - “Let no man therefore judge you in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holyday, or of
the new moon, or of the sabbath days.”

The word “therefore” is translated from the Greek particle oOv - “oun” - Strong’s, Greek Number,
3767. It is defined as “a particle, never found at the beginning of a sentence. ... 1. inferential, denoting that what
it introduces is the result of or an inference from what precedes so, therefore, consequently, accordingly, then.
... b. in commands and invitations ... Col 2:16 ..." — BAGD., pp. 592 & 593.

With this understanding of the semantic use of oGv — “oun” , its use indicates that what the Apostle
Paul is going to write in VS. 16 & 17, is the result of what he has previously written in VS. 13 — 15. In other
words, the contents of VS. 16 & 17, are the conclusions based upon what he wrote in VS. 13 — 15. This point
needs to be clearly kept in mind, as | now turn my attention to examine Colossians 2:16.

The Greek verb that has been translated as “Let ... judge” is the word kpivw — “kriné” — Strong’s,
Greek Number, 2919. It is defined in the context of this verse as “... 6. of the judgment which people customarily
pass upon (and thereby seek to influence) the lives and actions of their fellowmen. ... b. especially in an
unfavourable sense pass an unfavourable judgment upon, criticise, find fault with, condemn ... Col 2:16.” - bid.,

p. 452.

In Colossians 2:16, Paul exhorted the Christians at Colosse, that they should not let any person judge
them [that is, criticise, find fault or condemn them], in regards to the five specific things which the Apostle goes
on to list in this verse.

NOTE: - | shall now examine each one of these five specific things in order.

“IN MEAT, OR IN DRINK” EXAMINED: -

The first two things that are mentioned in the Greek text are - €&v Bpwael f} €v mdael — the English
translation as found in the King James Version reads as - “in meat, or in drink”.
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The Greek word that is translated as “meat” is the word Bp&oig — “brésis” — Strong’s, Greek Number,
1035. It is defined as “1. eating (with mo0i¢ ... ) Ro 14:17; Col 2:16. ... 2. ...is usually taken to mean corrosion,
rust ... food.” - Ibid., p. 148.

The Greek word that is translated as “drink” is the word mwoéoi1g — “posis” — Strong’s, Greek Number,
4213. It is defined as “in our literature always with Bo@oic (as Da 1:10)°. 1. drinking, the act of drinking ... Ro
14:17; Col 2:16. 2. a drink, that which one drinks” — Ibid., p. 694.

As we can see from these two Lexical entries, these two Greek words are linked together in one other
well known verse which is also from the Apostle Paul’s writings.

Romans 14:17: - “For the kingdom of God is not meat [Bp&oig — “brosis”] and drink [roo1g — “posis”]; but
righteousness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.”

In this 14t chapter of his epistle to the Romans, the inspired Apostle gives counsel exhorting the
Christian brothers and sisters at Rome, to exercise Christian forbearance with one another, and not to judge
[the Greek verb kpivw - “krind” is used repeatedly throughout this Chapter] each other concerning the
observance of various days, and the issue of eating different types of food. [This seems to be similar situation
that brought forth the Apostle’s counsel to the Colossians.]

Romans 14:1 — 13: - “Him that is weak in the faith receive ye, but not to doubtful disputations. For one believeth
that he may eat all things: another, who is weak, eateth herbs. Let not him that eateth despise him that eateth
not; and let not him which eateth not judge [kpivw - “krin6”] him that eateth: for God hath received him. Who
art thou that judgest [kpivw — “krinc”] another man's servant? to his own master he standeth or falleth. Yea,
he shall be holden up: for God is able to make him stand. One man esteemeth [kpivw — “krinc”] one day
above another: another esteemeth [kpivw - “krind”] every day alike. Let every man be fully persuaded in his
own mind. He that regardeth the day, regardeth it unto the Lord; and he that regardeth not the day, to the Lord
he doth not regard it. He that eateth, eateth to the Lord, for he giveth God thanks; and he that eateth not, to the
Lord he eateth not, and giveth God thanks. For none of us liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself. For
whether we live, we live unto the Lord; and whether we die, we die unto the Lord: whether we live therefore, or
die, we are the Lord's. For to this end Christ both died, and rose, and revived, that he might be Lord both of the
dead and living. But why dost thou judge [kpivw — “krind”] thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy
brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. For it is written, As | live, saith the Lord, every
knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. So then every one of us shall give account of
himself to God. Let us not therefore judge [kpivw - “krind”] one another any more: but judge [kpivw —
“krino”] this rather, that no man put a stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in his brother's way.”

5 Daniel 1:10 — LXX Greek text: - “kai £iev 6 apy1Euvodxog 16 AavinA- goBobual éye ToV KUPIGV Hou ToV BaciAéa Tov EKTaavTa
TAV BP@OIV DY@V KAL TRV TTOGIV UP@V, U TTOTE (0N T& TPOOWTTA UPGY OKUBPWTTA TTApA T& TAIdAPIA T& GUVAAIKA UMV KOl
KOTadIKAGNTE TAV KEPAAAV o T® BACIAET.

Daniel 1:10 — KJV: - “And the prince of the eunuchs said unto Daniel, | fear my lord the king, who hath appointed your meat and your
drink: for why should he see your faces worse liking than the children which are of your sort? then shall ye make me endanger my
head to the king.”
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AN EXAMINATION OF SOME DIFFERENT TEACHINGS AS TO WHAT“IN MEAT, OR IN DRINK” IS
REFERRING TO:-

A. Some Bible scholars believe that the Greek expression “év Bpwael iy &v TdoEI” — “en brosei € en
posei” in Colossians 2:16, is referring to the dietary laws concerning clean and unclean foods, found in
the Old Testament Scriptures 6. They then assert that Christ's death upon the cross brought an end to
these dietary distinctions between clean and unclean foods, as found in the Mosiac Law. And thus, they
arrive at the conclusion, that Christians can eat anything they like, since the death of Christ.

There are a number of Biblical facts which completely undermine this teaching as being the correct one: -

i) In the context of the whole chapter of Colossians 2, there is no evidence that the Apostle Paul is
referring to any of the Mosiac dietary restrictions.

i) While there were indeed clear dietary restrictions concerning eating clean and not eating unclean
foods in the Old Testament, there was NO such classification concerning clean or unclean drinks.

i) How are the clean and unclean food restrictions of the Mosiac Law shadows pointing forward to
Christ?

iv) The distinction between clean and unclean foods is clearly recognized in the very last book of the
New Testament.

Revelation 18:2: - “And he cried mightily with a strong voice, saying, Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is
become the habitation of devils, and the hold of every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and hateful
bird.”

& For all of these reasons, the Greek expression “év Bpwoel N €v mooel” - “en brosei & en posei” in
Colossians 2:16, has NO application to the Hebrew dietary laws of clean and unclean foods.

B. Another theory put forward by some Bible scholars, is that the Apostle Paul is referring to the Hebrew
meat and drink offerings in Colossians 2:16, that were often associated with the annual Hebrew feasts,
new moons, and sabbaths. These offerings were shadows pointing forward to Christ, so this theory on
the surface, appears to have some validity to it. The following passage from the prophet Ezekiel's
writings is often put forward as support for this belief.

Ezekiel 45:17: - “And it shall be the prince's part to give burnt offerings, and meat offerings, and drink
offerings, in the feasts, and in the new moons, and in the sabbaths, in all solemnities of the house of Israel:
he shall prepare the sin offering, and the meat offering, and the burnt offering, and the peace offerings, to
make reconciliation for the house of Israel.”

6 The dietary laws concerning clean and unclean foods are found in Leviticus 11:1 - 47 & Deuteronomy 14:1 - 21.
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To examine the validity of this theory, it will be necessary to understand what are the Greek words that
refer to a “meat offering”, and to a “drink offering”, and see if they match with Bp@oig — “brasis”, and mooig -
“posis”, that Paul has used in Colossians 2:16. The Greek speaking Jewish Christian Paul, would certainly
know what are the correct Greek words that refer to these two specific offerings. If Paul did not use the specific
Greek words respecting these two offerings in Colossians 2:16, then Bp@aig — “brasis”, and wooIg — “posis”
in this verse are not referring to “meat or drink offerings”.

The best way to establish what are the specific Greek words that refer to a “meat offering”, and to a
“drink offering”, is to trace from the Hebrew text with the LXX, what are the specific words that refer to these two
offerings.

The Hebrew word for “meat offering” is 71)))] - “minchah” - Strong’s, Hebrew Number, 4503. It
appears 211 times in the Old Testament of the KJV. It is translated as “gift” — once; “gifts” - 6x; “meat” -
once; “oblation” - 5x; “oblations” - once; “offering” - 150x; “offerings” — 14x; “present” - 22x;
“presents” - 6x; “sacrifice” — 5x.

It is defined as “gift, tribute, offering ... 1. gift, present, ... 2. tribute ... 3. offering ... 4. grain offering.” -
The New Brown-Driver-Briggs-Gesenius Hebrew-English Lexicon, p. 585.

The Hebrew word for “drink offering” is Q) - “negek” — Strong's, Hebrew Number, 5262. It

appears 64 times in the Old Testament of the KJV. It is translated as “cover” — once; “image” - 3x; “images”
- once; “offering” — 29x; “offerings” - 30x.

Itis defined as “1. drink-offering, ... 2. molten image.” - Ibid., p. 651.

The above two Hebrew words are the specific Hebrew words for a “meat offering”,and for a “drink
offering”. | shall clearly establish this truth, by referring to Numbers Chapters 28 & 29, where all of the specific
offerings [including meat and drink offerings] are listed for the annual feasts, new moons, and Sabbaths of the
Hebrews. [This is bringing us back to the immediate context and subject matter of Colossians 2:16.]

| shall also list from the Greek text of the LXX, what are the specific Greek words that represent a “meat
offering”, and a “drink offering”. This will help shed light on this issue concerning Colossians 2:16, and the
Greek words that the Apostle Paul chose to use Bp&oig — “brosis”, and méoig — “posis”.

At this point, it will be helpful to the reader to establish what are the specific Greek words that represent
a “meat offering”, and a “drink offering”.

The Greek Noun that is used consistenly in the LXX for a “meat offering” is the word Buaia - “thusia”.
It appears 395 times in the LXX. This word does also appear in the New Testament 29 times — See Strong’s,
Greek Number, 2378.

It is defined as “Buaida, -ag ...

‘Gn 4,3.5; 31,54; 46,1; Ex 10,25 sacrifice Gn 4,3; meat offering Lv 14,31; victim Lv 17,5; the act of
offering Nm 23,3; sacrificial food 2 Mc 1,23; Buaial offerings Gn 4,5 €6ucev lakwp Buaiav Jacob offered a
sacrifice Gn 31,54; €Buaiaoev € avTo Buaiav owtnpiou he offered upon it a peace offering 2 Chr 33,16 *2
Sm 14,17 €i¢ Buaiag for an offering?- 5/aman for MT S/aman (set) at rest, see also Zech 9,1; *Jb 20,6 Buaia
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auTol his sacrifice - wix wR for MT Wk his head.” - A Greek-English Lexicon of the Septuagint”; by Johan
Lust, Erik Eynikel and Katrin Hauspie; p. 601.

The Greek Noun that is used consistently in the LXX for a “drink offering” is the word oTovdn -
“sponde”. It appears 68 times in the LXX, although it is not used in the New Testament.

It is defined as “oTovdn, -fg ...

“Gn 35,14; Ex 29,40.41; 30,9; Lv 23,13 drink offering, libation; see otrovdeiov” — lbid., p. 1087.

Turning to Numbers Chapters 28 & 29, | shall give only three witnesses from each chapter concerning
the Hebrew and Greek words that have been used for “meat offerings” and “drink offerings”.

NOTE: - The remaining examples from these two chapters shall be listed in the APPENDIX.]

Numbers 28:8: - “And the other lamb shalt thou offer at even: as the meat offering of [ﬂl':\))DD -
“k’'min’chath”; LXX - kat& TRV Buciav a0To0 - “kata ten thusian autou”] the morning, and as the drink

offering thereof ﬁD?J?% - “uk’nis’ko”; LXX - kai kata TRV omovdnv auTod - “kai kata ten sponden
autou”], thou shalt offer it, a sacrifice made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD.”

Numbers 28:9: - “And on the sabbath day two lambs of the first year without spot, and two tenth deals of flour
for a meat offering [N[)))] - “min’chah”; LXX - Bugiav - “thusian”], mingled with oil, and the drink

offering thereof [D?J] - “w’nis’ko”; LXX - kai orovdnyv - “kai sponden”].”

Numbers 28:31: - “Ye shall offer them beside the continual burnt offering, and his meat offering [13:10?)_3% -

“umin’chatho”; LXX - kai TAiv Bugiav aUt@v - “kai ten thusian auton”], (they shall be unto you without
blemish) and their drink offerings [O7)>21)) - “w’nis’keyhem”; LXX - kai tég omovdag a0ty - “kai
tas spondas auton”].”

Numbers 29:6: - “Beside the burnt offering of the month, and his meat offering [ﬂ]:ll:\g)_ﬂﬂ -
“umin’chathah”; LXX - kai ai Bucial aut@v - “kai hai thusiai auton”], and the daily burnt offering, and his

meat offering [T-IJ:]DQ)_DN - “umin’chathah”; LXX - kai ai Bugial a0T@V - “kai hai thusiai auton”], and
their drink offerings [D7)>2D)) - “w'nis’keyhem”; LXX - kai ai omovdai aut@v - “kai hai spondai
auton”], according unto their manner, for a sweet savour, a sacrifice made by fire unto the LORD.”

Numbers 29:11: - “One kid of the goats for a sin offering; beside the sin offering of atonement, and the continual
burnt offering, and the meat offering of it [T - “umin’chathah”; LXX - nj uoia auTiig - “hé thusia
autes”], and their drink offerings [D7)>21)) - “w’nis’keyhem”; LXX - kai r} orovdn auTii - “kai he
spondé autes”].”

Numbers 29:16: - “And one kid of the goats for a sin offering; beside the continual burnt offering, his meat
offering [MTININ - “min’chathah”; LXX - ai Bugicn aUTGV - “hai thusiai auton”], and his drink offering

[M2DI) - “w'nis’kah”; LXX - kai ai oovdai a0tV - “kai hai spondai auton”].”
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| will reproduce again Ezekiel 45:17 below, but this time | will insert both the Hebrew words, and the
LXX’s Greek words that have been translated as “meat offering” and “drink offering” in the KJV.

Ezekiel 45:17: - “And it shall be the prince's part to give burnt offerings, and meat offerings [r”n;\mm -
“w’hamin’chah”; LXX - kai ai Buoial - “kai hai thusiai”], and drink offerings ["[DJ‘D) - “w’hanesek”;
LXX - kai ai omovdai - “kai hai spondai”], in the feasts, and in the new moons, and in the sabbaths, in all
solemnities of the house of Israel: he shall prepare the sin offering, and the meat offering [ﬂl':\g)_ﬂtl -

“hamin’chah”; LXX - kai Trjv Buoiav - “kai tén thusian”], and the burnt offering, and the peace offerings, to
make reconciliation for the house of Israel.”

F The linguistic evidence is clear and strong. The Greek words that the Apostle Paul used in Colossians

2:16 Bpwaoig — “brosis”, and moaig — “posis”, are NOT the Greek words that are used in the LXX when
referring to a “meat offering” or, to a “drink offering”.

If the Apostle Paul was indeed referring to a “meat offering” or, to a “drink offering” in Colossians 2:16,
he would then have used the Greek word Bucia - “thusia” for a “meat offering”; and he would have used the
Greek word orovdn - “spondé” for a “drink offering. The fact that he did not do this, is clear evidence that he
was NOT referring to either a “meat offering”, or a “drink offering”, in Colossians 2:16.

C. The issues of “eating and drinking” are believed by some Christias to be a reference to the Lord’s Supper,
and the bread and the fruit of the vine that are used in that service, that are symbols of Christ’s broken
body, and his shed blood, for the remission of our sins.

The following New Testament passages are put forward to lend some supposed support to this belief.

Jesus at his establishment of the Lord’s Supper, indicated that the broken bread and the fruit of the
vine, were symbols of his broken body and also of his shed blood, for the remission of our sins.

Matthew 26:26 - 29: - “And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, and blessed it, and brake it, and gave it to
the disciples, and said, Take, eat; this is my body. And he took the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them,
saying, Drink ye all of it; For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the
remission of sins. But | say unto you, | will not drink henceforth of this fruit of the vine, until that day when |
drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom.”

The Apostle John’s gospel equates eating Christ's flesh and drinking his blood [obvisiously in a
symbolic sense], with receiving eternal life.

John 6:48 - 57: - “| am that bread of life. Your fathers did eat manna in the wilderness, and are dead. This is
the bread which cometh down from heaven, that a man may eat thereof, and not die. | am the living
bread which came down from heaven: if any man eat of this bread, he shall live for ever: and the bread that |
will give is my flesh, which | will give for the life of the world. The Jews therefore strove among themselves,
saying, How can this man give us his flesh to eat? Then Jesus said unto them, Verily, verily, | say unto you,
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Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, and drink his blood, ye have no life in you. Whoso eateth my
flesh, and drinketh my blood, hath eternal life; and | will raise him up at the last day. For my flesh is meat
indeed, and my blood is drink indeed. He that eateth my flesh, and drinketh my blood, dwelleth in me, and | in
him. As the living Father hath sent me, and | live by the Father: so he that eateth me, even he shall live by me.”

NOTE: - The Greek word that has been translated as “drink” in VS. 55, is the word méaig — “posis” —
Strong’s, Greek Number, 4213. This is the same Greek word that has been used by the Apostle Paul in
Colossians 2:16, and which has been translated in the KJV as “drink”. So this fact does provide a linguistic link
between this passage in John Chapter 6 with Colossians 2:16.

The Apostle Paul indicated that by participating in the Lord’s Supper, we are remembering Christ's
death until his second coming.

1st Corinthians 10:16: - “The cup of blessing which we bless, is it not the communion of the blood of Christ? The
bread which we break, is it not the communion of the body of Christ?”

1st Corinthians 11:23 - 26: - “For | have received of the Lord that which also | delivered unto you, That the Lord
Jesus the same night in which he was betrayed took bread: And when he had given thanks, he brake it, and
said, Take, eat: this is my body, which is broken for you: this do in remembrance of me. After the same manner
also he took the cup, when he had supped, saying, This cup is the new testament in my blood: this do ye, as oft
as ye drink it, in remembrance of me. For as often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the
Lord's death till he come.”

NOTE: - Th Greek word that is translated as “bread” in both Matthew 26:26, John 6:48, 50, 51 - 3x, 1¢t
Corinthians 10:16; 11:23 & 26, is the word é@ptog - “artos” — Strong’s, Greek Number, 740. It is defined as
‘bread. ... 1. literally and specifically, of bread as a food — a. generally bread, also loaf (of bread) ... c. of the
bread of the Lord’s Supper, which likewise was broken after giving thanks, and then eaten ... 2. food generally
(since bread is the most important food; ..." - BAGD., p. 110.

& The problem with this interpretation, is the fact that while the Lord’s Supper does indeed cemmorate

Christ's broken body and shed blood, in the symbols of the broken bread and fruit of the vine, it is NOT a
shadow of things to come, as Colossians 2:17 clearly states the five things of VS. 16 are. Therefore, | do not
believe this is the correct understanding of “in eating, or in drinking” in Colossians 2:16.

D. The final interpretation which | will now examine concerning the “in eating, or in drinking” in
Colossians 2:16, can be summed up as follows: -

The “in eating, or in drinking”, are part of the shadows pointing forward to Christ as stated in
Colossians 2:17. The only specific requirements that were associated with the “handwriting of debts in
ordinances”, that were connected to the three, time specific, Hebrew worship occasions that are listed later on
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in VS. 16, would be the specific dietary requirements associated with the annual Passover - Feast of
Unleavened Bread; and also, the fact that the annual Sabbath of the Day of Atonement, was a day of fasting.

| shall list below two of the specific passages concerning the Passover — Feast of Unleavened Bread,
which contain these dietary restrictions.

Exodus 12:3 - 10: - “Speak ye unto all the congregation of Israel, saying, In the tenth day of this month they
shall take to them every man a lamb, according to the house of their fathers, a lamb for an house: And if the
household be too little for the lamb, let him and his neighbour next unto his house take it according to the
number of the souls; every man according to his eating shall make your count for the lamb. Your lamb shall be
without blemish, a male of the first year: ye shall take it out from the sheep, or from the goats: And ye shall keep
it up until the fourteenth day of the same month: and the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill it
in the evening. And they shall take of the blood, and strike it on the two side posts and on the upper door post of
the houses, wherein they shall eat it. And they shall eat the flesh in that night, roast with fire, and
unleavened bread; and with bitter herbs they shall eat it. Eat not of it raw, nor sodden at all with water,
but roast with fire; his head with his legs, and with the purtenance thereof. And ye shall let nothing of it
remain until the morning; and that which remaineth of it until the morning ye shall burn with fire.”

Exodus 12:14 - 20: - “And this day shall be unto you for a memorial; and ye shall keep it a feast to the LORD
throughout your generations; ye shall keep it a feast by an ordinance for ever. Seven days shall ye eat
unleavened bread; even the first day ye shall put away leaven out of your houses: for whosoever eateth
leavened bread from the first day until the seventh day, that soul shall be cut off from Israel. And in the
first day there shall be an holy convocation, and in the seventh day there shall be an holy convocation to you;
no manner of work shall be done in them, save that which every man must eat, that only may be done of you.
And ye shall observe the feast of unleavened bread; for in this selfsame day have | brought your armies out of
the land of Egypt: therefore shall ye observe this day in your generations by an ordinance for ever. In the first
month, on the fourteenth day of the month at even, ye shall eat unleavened bread, until the one and
twentieth day of the month at even. Seven days shall there be no leaven found in your houses: for
whosoever eateth that which is leavened, even that soul shall be cut off from the congregation of Israel,
whether he be a stranger, or born in the land. Ye shall eat nothing leavened; in all your habitations shall
ye eat unleavened bread.”

We know from the Apostle Paul's pen, that the Passover was a symbol or shadow of Christ’s having
been sacrificed for us.

1st Corinthians 5:7 & 8: - “Purge out therefore the old leaven, that ye may be a new lump, as ye are unleavened.
For even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us: Therefore let us keep the feast, not with old leaven,
neither with the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.”

The annual Sabbath of the Day of Atonement, was a day for afflicting one’s soul. Afflicting one’s soul
involved fasting. These Biblical facts are clearly established in the following passages.

Leviticus16:29 - 31: - “And this shall be a statute for ever unto you: that in the seventh month, on the tenth
day of the month, ye shall afflict your souls, and do no work at all, whether it be one of your own country, or
a stranger that sojourneth among you: For on that day shall the priest make an atonement for you, to cleanse
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you, that ye may be clean from all your sins before the LORD. It shall be a sabbath of rest unto you, and ye
shall afflict your souls, by a statute for ever.”

Leviticus 23:26 - 32: - “And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, also on the tenth day of this seventh
month there shall be a day of atonement: it shall be an holy convocation unto you; and ye shall afflict your
souls, and offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD. And ye shall do no work in that same day: for it is a
day of atonement, to make an atonement for you before the LORD your God. For whatsoever soul it be that
shall not be afflicted in that same day, he shall be cut off from among his people. And whatsoever soul it be
that doeth any work in that same day, the same soul will | destroy from among his people. Ye shall do no
manner of work: it shall be a statute for ever throughout your generations in all your dwellings. It shall be unto
you a sabbath of rest, and ye shall afflict your souls: in the ninth day of the month at even, from even unto
even, shall ye celebrate your sabbath.”

Numbers 29:7: - “And ye shall have on the tenth day of this seventh month an holy convocation; and ye shall
afflict your souls: ye shall not do any work therein.”

Isaiah 58:3 & 5: - “Wherefore have we fasted, say they, and thou seest not? wherefore have we afflicted our
soul, and thou takest no knowledge? Behold, in the day of your fast ye find pleasure, and exact all your
labours. ... Is it such a fast that | have chosen? a day for a man to afflict his soul? is it to bow down his head
as a bulrush, and to spread sackcloth and ashes under him? wilt thou call this a fast, and an acceptable day
to the LORD?”

Psalm 35:13: - “But as for me, when they were sick, my clothing was sackcloth: | humbled my soul with
fasting; and my prayer returned into mine own bosom.”

NOTE: - In Leviticus 16:29, 31; 23:27, 29, 32; Numbers 29:7; Isaiah 58:3 & 5, where the KJV has used the
expressions “shall afflict”, “shall be afflicted”, “to afflict”, or, “have we afflicted”, all these expressions

have been translated from the one Hebrew verb 7Y - “canah” - Strong’s, Hebrew Number, 6031. In Psalm
35:13, it has been translated as “I humbled”, which is accompanied by the marginal reading “Or, afflicted”.

It is defined as “4. humble, weaken , obj. 1> y 102:24 ; vowin Jb 37:23 ( cf. Talm woy ;( m3v 7 oneself
, by fasting Lv 16:29 , 31 ; 23:27 , 32 Nu 29:7 (P ) y 35:13 1s 58:3 , 5; by an oath Nu 30:14 (P ).” - The New
Brown-Driver-Briggs-Gesenius Hebrew-English Lexicon, p. 776.

Ezra 8:21: - “Then | proclaimed a fast there, at the river of Ahava, that we might afflict ourselves []Y -
“canah”] before our God, to seek of him a right way for us, and for our little ones, and for all our substance.”

Acts 27:9: - “Now when much time was spent, and when sailing was now dangerous, *because the fast was
now already past, Paul admonished them.”

NOTE: - * The margin has “The fast was on the tenth day of the seventh month, Lev. 23:27, 29.”

W It would appear from an examination of the surrounding context of Colossians 2, that the believers at
Colosse, were being imposed upon by certain false teachers/brethren, who were trying to impose man-made
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commandments and teachings, relating to bodily austerity. This austerity was in association with the “in eating,
or in drinking” connected with the three, time specific, Hebrew worship occasions listed in Colossians 2:16.

Colossians 2:18 - 23: - “Let no man beguile you of your reward in a voluntary humility and worshipping of
angels, intruding into those things which he hath not seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly mind, and not holding
the Head, from which all the body by joints and bands having nourishment ministered, and knit together,
increaseth with the increase of God. Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why,
as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances, (Touch not; taste not; handle not; which all
are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of men? Which things have indeed
a show of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and neglecting of the body; not in any honour to the satisfying
of the flesh.”

Later on in Colossians 2:16, Paul lists three more specific things in the Greek text, concerning which no
one was to judge the Colossians about. These three things are referring to time specific Hebrew worship
occasions. They are contained in the Greek text - R &v pépel €0ptiic 1 vouunviag f cappatwy — the English
translation as found in the King James Version reads as follows: - “or in respect of an holyday, or of the new
moon, or of the sabbath days”.

Before | examine each one of these three time specific, Hebrew worship occasions in detail, | want to
briefly examine the introductory Greek words &€v pépel - “en merei” — “or in respect” — KJV.

The Greek word péper — “merei”, is in the Neuter, Singular and Dative Case of the Neuter Noun -
pépog — “meros” — Strong’s, Greek Number, 3313. In this verse it is the object of the preoposition &v - “en”. It
has been defined as “1. part, in contrast to the whole ... b. specialized use — a. component part, element ... c.
used with prepositions: ... v uéper £0prrj¢ with regard to a festival Col 2:16.” - BAGD., pp. 505 & 506.

| shall now examine in detail these three time specific Hebrew worship occasions which are liseted in
VS.16.

“FEASTS” EXAMINED: -

£opth - “heorté” — Strong’s, Greek Number, 1859. It is defined as, “festival, feast €v uépei €opriic with regard
to a festival Col 2:16.” - Ibid., p. 280.

| want to now ask the question [to which | will then supply the Biblical answer], To what have the
inspired writers of the New Testament applied the Greek word £opri) — “heorté”?

Why is it important to be able to arrive at a Biblically precise answer to this question? If we arrive at
Biblical truth now at this point in our study, it will automatically reveal the commonly held error that is contained
in the following quotations concerning Colossians 2:16 and the expression “Sabbath days”.

‘A frequently repeated challenge regarding the sabbata of Colossians 2:16 relates to the alleged logic
of the language used in this passage, i.e., “feast [heorté], new moon, sabbath.” For example, using KJV
language, C. E. Putnam claimed that “these ‘holydays’ [heorté] included all the feast-sabbaths. So, are we not
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forced to recognize the ‘the sabbath’ here mentioned is the fourth commandment Sabbath?” In substantial
agreement with the claim that heorté includes all ceremonial sabbaths, former Adventist pastor Greg Taylor
alleged that “it would be redundant,” for then “it would read ‘Let no one judge you regarding festivals, new
moons, or festivals.” That would not make sense.”

“The implication is that the sabbath being described is the weekly Sabbath. Another point to consider is
that the ceremonial sabbaths were part of the annual feasts to which the word heortes referred. Accordingly,
when Paul here refers to "sabbaths," if he meant the ceremonial sabbaths, he was needlessly repeating
himself. In that case he would be saying, "Let no one pass judgment on you in regard to a feast day/ceremonial
sabbath, or in regard to a new moon, or in regard to a ceremonial sabbath," a statement neither logical nor
likely.”

In the Greek Received Text, the word £opti) — “heorté” appears a total of 27 times in the New
Testament Scriptures. Leaving aside its 27t and last occurrence in the New Testament in Colossians 2:16, |
have found that its application can be specifically identified in 24 occurrences. There is one other verse where it
is possible to be able to identify its application with a reasonable degree of probability. And there is one verse
where it is not possible to identify specifically to what it is applying to. The best way to share these findings with
the reader will be in POINT FORM below: -

e The Passover/Feast of Unleavened Bread — Matthew 26:5 [VS. 2 identifies this as the Feast of the
Passover]; 27:15; Mark 14:2 [VS. 1 identifies this as the Passover/Feast of Unleavened Bread]; 15:6;
Luke 2:41, 42; 23:17; John 2:23; 4:45 x2; 6:4; 11:56 [VS. 55 identifies that as the Passover]; 12:12 [VS.
1 identifies this as the Passover]; 12:20; 13:1, 29. = 16 times.

e The Feast of Tabernacles — John 7:2, 8 x2, 10, 11, 14, 37. = 7 times.

e The Feast of Weeks or Pentecost — probably — John 5:1°.

e Feast identity not able to be precisely identified — Acts 18:21.

7 “The Sabbata of Colossians 2:16: Reflections on a Debated Text.” By Ron du Preez, pg. 5.

8 “Sabbath: nailed to the cross? Colossians 2:14 — 17 revisited.” — By William E. Richardson.

9 This Feast is able to be identified with a reasonable degree of probability [although not with 100% certainity], as being the Feast of
Pentecost, for the following reasons.

i. In John 4:45, we have two references to the Passover, that Jesus attended in Jerusalem. Then we have recorded for us, the
story of Jesus’ healing of the Nobleman’s son.

ii.  And then we read “After this there was a feast of the Jews; and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.” - John 5:1. The Feast of
Pentecost/Weeks would have taken place just under 7 weeks after the end of the Passover/Feast of Unleavened Bread,
referred to in John 4:45.

i The fact that the people were dwelling outside at the pool [See John 5:2 & 3], would tend to confirm that this Feast was likely
to be the Pentecost/Feast of weeks, which took place in a warmer part of the year; rather than the Passover/Feast of
Unleavened Bread, which took place just after the end of winter.
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The closely related Greek verb £éopralw — “heortaz6” — Strong’s, Greek Number 1858, appears only
once in the New Testament. It is defined as “celebrate a festival of the Passover ... as a figure of tthe Christian
life 1 Cor 5:8." — Ibid., p. 280. In its only occurrence in the New Testament, it is referring to spiritually
celebrating the Passover/Feast of Unleavened Bread.

1st Corinthians 5:8: - “Therefore let us keep the feast [¢opTalw - “heortazo”], not with old leaven, neither with
the leaven of malice and wickedness; but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and truth.”

NOTE: - In the last portion of the previous verse - VS. 7, we have further evidence that Paul is specifically
applying ¢éoprélw - “heortazo” to the Passover/Feast of Unleavened Bread, in the following sentence: - “For
even Christ our passover is sacrificed for us.”

W The New Testament writers have applied the Greek Noun £opti) — “heorté”, and the Greek Verb
£optadw - “heortazo”, to the following annual, three Hebrew time specific, worship occasions: -

|.  The Passover/Feast of Unleavened Bread:;
ll.  Pentecost;
IlI.  The Feast of Tabernacles.®

| will now turn to the inspired Old Testament Scriptures, to examine the issue of the annual Hebrew
Feasts. The Hebrew word that is the equivalent of the Greek Noun £opti — “heorté”, is the Hebrew Noun XD

— “chag” — Strong’s, Hebrew Number 2282. It is defined as “festival-gathering, feast, pilgrim-feast.” - The New
Brown-Driver-Briggs-Gesenius Hebrew-English Lexicon, pp. 290 & 291.

This Hebrew word appears 61 times in the Old Testament. It is translated as follows: - “days” — twice;
‘feast” — 51x; “feasts” — 5x; “sacrifice” — twice; “sacrifices” — once.

| will now show for the reader how the inspired Hebrew writers have applied this Hebrew Noun to the
issue of the specific annual Hebrew “Feasts”. The best way to share these findings with the reader will be in
POINT FORM below:-
e The Passover/Feast of Unleavened Bread - Exodus 12:14 [VS. 12 & 13 identify this as the
Passover]; 13:6; 23:15; 34:18; Leviticus 23:6; Numbers 28:17; Deuteronomy 16:16; 2" Chronicles 8:13;
30:21; 35:17; Ezra 6:22; Ezekiel 45:21, 23.
e The Feast of Harvest/Weeks — Exodus 23:16; 34:22; Deuteronomy 16:10, 16; 2" Chronicles 8:13.
e The Feast of Ingathering/Tabernacles — Exodus 23:16; 34:22; Leviticus 23:34, 39, 41; Numbers
29:12; Deuteronomy 16:13, 14, 16; 31:10; 1stKings 8:2, 65; 12:32; 2nd Chronicles 5:3; 7:8, 9; 8:13; Ezra
3:4; Nehemiah 8:14, 18; Ezekiel 45:25; Zechariah 14:16, 18, 19.

10 Please note, that NO WHERE do the New Testament writers apply the Greek Noun £optf - “heorté”, or the Greek Verb £optélw
- “heortaz6”, to either the annual Hebrew Day of Blowing of Trumpets [which took place on the 1st day of the 7t Hebrew month]; or to
the annual Hebrew Day of Atonement [which took place on the 10t day of the 7t Hebrew month].
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The Hebrew word that is the equivalent of the Greek verb éoptalw - “heortazo”, is the Hebrew verb
NN — “chagag” - Strong’s, Hebrew Number 2287. It is defined as “make pilgrimage, keep a pilgrim-feast.” -

bid., p. 290. This Hebrew word appears 16 times in the Old Testament. It is translated as follows: - “celebrate”
- once; “dancing” — once; “feast” — 4x; “fro” — once; “holyday” — once; “keep” — 8x.

| will now show for the reader how the inspired Hebrew writers have applied this Hebrew Verb to the
issue of the specific annual Hebrew “Feasts”. The best way to share these findings with the reader will be in
POINT FORM below:-

e The Passover/Feast of Unleavened Bread — Exodus 12:14x2 [VS. 13 identifies this as being the
Passover];

o The Feast of Ingathering/Tabernacles — Leviticus 23:39, 41x2; Numbers 29:12; Deuteronomy 16:15
VS. 13 identifies this as being the Feast of Tabernacles]; Zechariah 14:16, 18 & 19.

NOTE: - In Exodus 23:14, this verb refers to the three annual Hebrew Feasts. Then in VS. 15 & 16, these
Feasts are identified as being the Feasts of Unleavened Bread, Harvest and Ingathering.

W The Old Testament writers have applied the Hebrew Noun ) — “chag”, and the Hebrew Verb 2 —
“chagag”, to the following annual, three Hebrew time specific, worship occasions: -

. The Passover/Feast of Unleavened Bread:;
[I.  The Feast of Harvest/\Weeks:;
lll.  The Feast of Ingathering/Tabernacles.!" &12

EXAMINING THE THREE ANNUAL HEBREW FEASTS IN MORE DETAIL: -

The Hebrews had three annual Feasts that they were commanded to observe.
a. The Feast of Unleavened Bread;
b. The Feast of Harvest or Weeks; and,
c. The Feast of Ingathering or Tabernacles.

Exodus 23:14 - 17: - “Three times thou shalt keep a feast [»n — “chagag”] unto me in the year. Thou shalt

keep the feast [M) — “chag”] of unleavened bread: (thou shalt eat unleavened bread seven days, as |
commanded thee, in the time appointed of the month Abib; for in it thou camest out from Egypt: and none shall

appear before me empty:) And the feast of [M) — “chag”] harvest, the firstfruits of thy labours, which thou

hast sown in the field: and the feast of [M) — “chag”] ingathering, which is in the end of the year, when

11 Please note, that NO WHERE do the Old Testament writers apply either the Hebrew Noun an — “chag”, or the Hebrew Verb »n —
“chagag”, to either the annual Hebrew Day of Blowing of Trumpets [which took place on the 1st day of the 7t Hebrew month]; or to
the annual Hebrew Day of Atonement [which took place on the 10t day of the 7t Hebrew month].

12 There is one more Hebrew word that is sometimes associated with the annual Hebrew Feasts, that | will examine in the
“APPENDIX”. And that is the Hebrew Noun ¥ — “méw’éd”.
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thou hast gathered in thy labours out of the field. Three times in the year all thy males shall appear before the
Lord GOD.”

Exodus 34:18, 22 & 23: - “The feast of [\ — “chag”] unleavened bread shalt thou keep. Seven days thou
shalt eat unleavened bread, as | commanded thee, in the time of the month Abib: for in the month Abib thou

camest out from Egypt. ... And thou shalt observe the feast of [M) — “chag”] weeks, of the firstfruits of

wheat harvest, and the feast of [\ — “chag”] ingathering at the year's end. Thrice in the year shall all your

menchildren appear before the Lord GOD, the God of Israel.”

Deuteronomy 16:16: - “Three times in a year shall all thy males appear before the LORD thy God in the place

which he shall choose; in the feast of [M) — “chag”] unleavened bread, and in the feast of M) —

“chag”] weeks, and in the feast of [)) — “chag”] tabernacles: and they shall not appear before the LORD

empty.”

2nd Chronicles 8:12 & 13: - “Then Solomon offered burnt offerings unto the LORD on the altar of the LORD,
which he had built before the porch, even after a certain rate every day, offering according to the commandment
of Moses, on the sabbaths, and on the new moons, and on the solemn feasts, three times in the year, even

in the feast of [M) — “chag”] unleavened bread, and in the feast of [M) — “chag”] weeks, and in the

feast of [M1) — “chag”] tabernacles.”

These three annual Feasts, were bounded by a special rest day, upon which no work was to be
undertaken, as they were all to be holy convocations'3, that is, a holy gathering together of the people of Israel.
[In the case of the Feast of Ingathering/Tabernacles the two special rest days, were called a “sabbath”.]™

a. The Feast of Unleavened Bread which lasted for seven days, commenced on the 15t day of the First
Hebrew month, and finished on the 22 day of the First Hebrew month. Each one of these two days,
was to be a special rest day, and also a holy convocation.

Leviticus 23:6 — 8: - “And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the feast of [M) — “chag”] unleavened

bread unto the LORD: seven days ye must eat unleavened bread. In the first day ye shall have an holy
convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein. But ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD
seven days: in the seventh day is an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein.”

b. The Feast of Harvest or Weeks which took place on the 50t day after the presentation of ‘the wave
sheaf” ceremony [which took place during the Feast of Unleavened Bread], was to be a special rest day, and a
holy convocation.

13 “Convocation” is defined as “A large formal assembly of people.” — Oxford English Dictionary.

4 These three annual Hebrew Feasts are often referred to in Theological articles and studies, as being “pilgrim-festivals”. This is
because of the fact, that the Hebrew adult males were required by the Lord, to travel from their homes, to the specific place the Lord
chose to have these annual Feasts celebrated.
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Leviticus 23:9 — 11 & 15 - 21: - “And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel,
and say unto them, When ye be come into the land which | give unto you, and shall reap the harvest thereof,
then ye shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your harvest unto the priest: And he shall wave the sheaf before
the LORD, to be accepted for you: on the morrow after the sabbath'S the priest shall wave it. ... And ye shall
count unto you from the morrow after the sabbath, from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave offering;
seven sabbaths shall be complete’s: Even unto the morrow after the seventh sabbath shall ye number fifty
days; and ye shall offer a new meat offering unto the LORD. Ye shall bring out of your habitations two wave
loaves of two tenth deals: they shall be of fine flour; they shall be baken with leaven; they are the firstfruits unto
the LORD. And ye shall offer with the bread seven lambs without blemish of the first year, and one young
bullock, and two rams: they shall be for a burnt offering unto the LORD, with their meat offering, and their drink
offerings, even an offering made by fire, of sweet savour unto the LORD. Then ye shall sacrifice one kid of the
goats for a sin offering, and two lambs of the first year for a sacrifice of peace offerings. And the priest shall
wave them with the bread of the firstfruits for a wave offering before the LORD with the two lambs: they shall be
holy to the LORD for the priest. And ye shall proclaim on the selfsame day, that it may be an holy
convocation unto you: ye shall do no servile work therein: it shall be a statute for ever in all your dwellings
throughout your generations.”

c. The Feast of Ingathering or Tabernacles which lasted for seven days, commenced on the 15t day of
the Seventh Hebrew month, and finished on the 22 day of the Seventh Hebrew month. Each one of
these two days, were to be special rest days, and holy convocations, and each one of them was called
a “sabbath”.

Leviticus 23:33 — 36 & 39 - 41: - “And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel,
saying, The fifteenth day of this seventh month shall be the feast of [M) — “chag”] tabernacles for

seven days unto the LORD. On the first day shall be an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work
therein. Seven days ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD: on the eighth day shall be an holy
convocation unto you; and ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD: it is a solemn assembly;
and ye shall do no servile work therein. ... Also in the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when ye have
gathered in the fruit of the land, ye shall keep [DQM) — “chagag”] a feast [M) — “chag”] unto the LORD

seven days: on the first day shall be a sabbath, and on the eighth day shall be a sabbath. And ye shall
take you on the first day the boughs of goodly trees, branches of palm trees, and the boughs of thick trees, and

willows of the brook; and ye shall rejoice before the LORD your God seven days. And ye shall [)}D —
“chagag”] keep it a feast [M) — “chag”] unto the LORD seven days in the year. It shall be a statute for ever

in your generations: ye shall celebrate [)AD — “chagag”] it in the seventh month.”

15 The “sabbath” being referred to in VS. 11, is the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, the 15t day of the First Hebrew month,
which | have just established was a special rest day, called a “sabbath”.

16 That is, seven weeks shall be complete, representing 49 days.
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W It should be noted, that these three annual Feasts, which were commanded by the Lord, could ONLY be

celebrated once the Children of Israel had settled in the Promised Land.'” Also, they were to be observed
ONLY in the place where the Lord would choose to put his Name. The Lord eventually chose the city of
Jerusalem, and Solomon’s Temple within the city, as the location where he had chosen to place his name.

Deuteronomy 12:9 — 11: - “For ye are not as yet come to the rest and to the inheritance, which the LORD your
God giveth you. But when ye go over Jordan, and dwell in the land which the LORD your God giveth you
to inherit, and when he giveth you rest from all your enemies round about, so that ye dwell in safety; Then
there shall be a place which the LORD your God shall choose to cause his name to dwell there; thither
shall ye bring all that | command you; your burnt offerings, and your sacrifices, your tithes, and the heave
offering of your hand, and all your choice vows which ye vow unto the LORD.”

Deuteronomy 16:16: - “Three times in a year shall all thy males appear before the LORD thy God in the
place which he shall choose; in the feast of unleavened bread, and in the feast of weeks, and in the feast of
tabernacles: and they shall not appear before the LORD empty.”

1st Kings 9:1 — 3: - “And it came to pass, when Solomon had finished the building of the house of the LORD,
and the king's house, and all Solomon's desire which he was pleased to do, that the LORD appeared to
Solomon the second time, as he had appeared unto him at Gibeon. And the LORD said unto him, | have
heard thy prayer and thy supplication, that thou hast made before me: | have hallowed this house, which
thou hast built, to put my name there for ever; and mine eyes and mine heart shall be there perpetually.”

17 In Exodus 13:5 & 6 we read concerning the celebration of the Feast of Unleavened Bread, “And it shall be when the LORD shall
bring thee into the land of the Canaanites, and the Hittites, and the Amorites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites, which he
sware unto thy fathers to give thee, a land flowing with milk and honey, that thou shalt keep this service in this month. Seven days

thou shalt eat unleavened bread, and in the seventh day shall be a feast [M) — “chag”] to the LORD.”

Concerning the Feast of Harvest/Weeks, and the Feast of Ingathering/Tabernacles, both could only be observed once the children of
Israel had occupied the Promised Land of Canaan, and had crops to harvest.

Exodus 23:14 - 17: - “Three times thou shalt keep a feast [»yn — “chégag”] unto me in the year. Thou shalt keep the feast D —
“chag”] of unleavened bread: (thou shalt eat unleavened bread seven days, as | commanded thee, in the time appointed of the month

Abib; for in it thou camest out from Egypt: and none shall appear before me empty:) And the feast of [M) — “chag”] harvest, the

firstfruits of thy labours, which thou hast sown in the field: and the feast of [ — “chag”] ingathering, which is in the end of

the year, when thou hast gathered in thy labours out of the field. Three times in the year all thy males shall appear before the Lord
GOD.”

¥ These two Biblical facts, helps to reinforce the truth, that these three annual Hebrew Feasts, were ultimately to be of a temporary
nature, lasting until the reality of Christ our Saviour should come.
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2nd Kings 23:27: - “And the LORD said, | will remove Judah also out of my sight, as | have removed Israel, and
will cast off this city Jerusalem which | have chosen, and the house of which | said, My name shall be
there.”

2nd Chronicles 7:11 & 12: - “Thus Solomon finished the house of the LORD, and the king's house: and all that
came into Solomon's heart to make in the house of the LORD, and in his own house, he prosperously effected.
And the LORD appeared to Solomon by night, and said unto him, | have heard thy prayer, and have
chosen this place to myself for an house of sacrifice.”8

9 The following Biblical truth needs to be stated very clearly: -

e NO WHERE in either the Hebrew Old Testament, the Greek LXX translation of the Old Testament, or
the Greek New Testament, are the annual holy convocations of the Day of Blowing of Trumpets [which
took place on the 1st day of the 7t Hebrew month]; Or, the solemn Day of Atonement [which took place
on the 10t day of the 7t Hebrew month], ever called a Feast.

e The Hebrew or Greek words for “Feast’” are NEVER applied to either of these two annual holy, rest
days.

¢ These two annual holy convocations, were both called “a sabbath”.

The importance of this Biblical truth will become apparent when we examine the issue of cappértwyv -
“sabbaton”, a little further on in my examination of Colossians 2:16.

“NEW MOONS” EXAMINED: -

The Greek word that has been translated as “new moon” is the noun voupnvia - “nouménia” -
Strong’s, Greek Number 3561. It is defined as “new moon, first of the month, often celebrated as a festival by
Jews and Gentiles: Col 2:16.” - BAGD., p. 535.

e The Lord commanded the Hebrews, to blow the Trumpet, on every new moon [that is, on the first day
of every new month].

Number 10:10: - “Also in the day of your gladness, and in your solemn days, and in the beginnings of your
months, ye shall blow with the trumpets over your burnt offerings, and over the sacrifices of your peace
offerings; that they may be to you for a memorial before your God: | am the LORD your God.”

Psalm 81:3 & 4: - “Blow up the trumpet in the new moon, in the time appointed, on our solemn feast day.
For this was a statute for Israel, and a law of the God of Jacob.”

e The Lord also commanded the Hebrews to perform specific burnt offerings on every new moon [that is,
on the first day of every new month].

18 See Also: - 15t Kings 11:36: 27 Kings 21:7; 2nd Chronicles 33:7.
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Numbers 28:11 — 15: - “And in the beginnings of your months ye shall offer a burnt offering unto the
LORD; two young bullocks, and one ram, seven lambs of the first year without spot; And three tenth deals of
flour for a meat offering, mingled with oil, for one bullock; and two tenth deals of flour for a meat offering,
mingled with oil, for one ram; And a several tenth deal of flour mingled with oil for a meat offering unto one
lamb; for a burnt offering of a sweet savour, a sacrifice made by fire unto the LORD. And their drink offerings
shall be half an hin of wine unto a bullock, and the third part of an hin unto a ram, and a fourth part of an hin
unto a lamb: this is the burnt offering of every month throughout the months of the year. And one kid of
the goats for a sin offering unto the LORD shall be offered, beside the continual burnt offering, and his drink
offering.”

e These specific burnt offerings for every new moon, have been repeatedly linked together in the Old
Testament Scriptures, with the specific burnt offerings for the annual Hebrew Feasts and the annual
Sabbaths.

1st Chronicles 23:31: - “And to offer all burnt sacrifices unto the LORD in the sabbaths, in the new moons,
and on the set feasts, by number, according to the order commanded unto them, continually before the LORD:

2nd Chronicles 2:4: - “Behold, | build an house to the name of the LORD my God, to dedicate it to him, and to
burn before him sweet incense, and for the continual showbread, and for the burnt offerings morning and
evening, on the sabbaths, and on the new moons, and on the solemn feasts of the LORD our God. This is
an ordinance for ever to Israel.”

2nd Chronicles 8:12 & 13: - “Then Solomon offered burnt offerings unto the LORD on the altar of the LORD,
which he had built before the porch, even after a certain rate every day, offering according to the commandment
of Moses, on the sabbaths, and on the new moons, and on the solemn feasts, three times in the year, even
in the feast of unleavened bread, and in the feast of weeks, and in the feast of tabernacles.”

2nd Chronicles 31:3: - “He appointed [that is King Hezekiah — compiler] also the king's portion of his substance
for the burnt offerings, fo wit, for the morning and evening burnt offerings, and the burnt offerings for the
sabbaths, and for the new moons, and for the set feasts, as it is written in the law of the LORD.”

Nehemiah 10:32 & 33: - “Also we made ordinances for us, to charge ourselves yearly with the third part of a
shekel for the service of the house of our God; For the showbread, and for the continual meat offering, and for
the continual burnt offering, of the sabbaths, of the new moons, for the set feasts, and for the holy things,
and for the sin offerings to make an atonement for Israel, and for all the work of the house of our God.”

Ezekiel 45:17: - “And it shall be the prince's part to give burnt offerings, and meat offerings, and drink
offerings, in the feasts, and in the new moons, and in the sabbaths, in all solemnities of the house of Israel:
he shall prepare the sin offering, and the meat offering, and the burnt offering, and the peace offerings, to make
reconciliation for the house of Israel.”?

W The following point is a simple Biblical truth, which is generally overlooked in an examination of the
expression, “feasts, and new moons, and sabbaths”. The reader can examine Leviticus 23 carefully [and

19 Ezra 3:5 refers to the burnt offerings for “the new moons, and of all the set feasts of the LORD”. There is no mention of the burnt
offerings for the annual Sabbaths.
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also Numbers 28 & 29, where the specific sacrifices are listed for the annual Hebrew Feasts, new moons and
sabbaths], and the importance of the “new moons” will become apparent. The “new moons”, that commenced
every Hebrew month, were used as the starting point from which to calculate the time for every one of
the three annual Feasts. They aslo governed the point in time, when the annual “sabbath” days of the Day of
Blowing of Trumpets, and the Day of Atonement, in the 7t Hebrew month, were to be calculated from. Hence,
their frequent linking together with these time specific worship occasions.

“SABBATH DAYS” EXAMINED: -

The Greek word that has been translated as “sabbath days” is the noun céffarov — “sabbaton” -
Strong’s, Greek Number 4521.

It is defined as “1. Sabbath, the seventh day of the week in the Jewish calendar, marked by rest from
work and by special religious ceremonies. a. singular (10) odpfarov ... b. plural — a. of more than one Sabbath
... B. & oaBBara for a single Sabbath day ... 2. week — a. singular ... b. plural.” — BAGD., p. 739.

NOTE: - As | proceed further in examining this Greek word that is used in Colossians 2:16, it will become
apparent that BAGD’s definition of adpfarov — “sabbaton” is incomplete.

Based upon this misconception surrounding the above incomplete definition, it is often asserted by
many New Testament scholars, that “odparov — “sabbaton” as used throughout the New Testament means
either the seventh-day, weekly Sabbath, or a week; therefore, in Colossians 2:16, it can only be referring to the
seventh-day, weekly Sabbath.”

At this point, | now want to share with the reader, the following Biblical fact, which refutes the above
popular assertion. It also establishes the truth, that gapBarov - “sabbaton” in the New Testament Scritpures,
is applied to at least one of the annual Hebrew Feast rest-days [sabbaths], besides the weekly, seventh-day
Sabbath.

John 19:31: - “The Jews therefore, because it was the preparation, that the bodies should not remain upon the
cross on the sabbath day [¢v TG) capaTw - “en t5 sabbato”], (for that sabbath day was an high day [Rv
yop HeyaAn n npépa ékeivou To0 cafBatou - “en gar megalé hé hemera ekeinou tou sabbatou”],)
besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away.”

NOTE: - The Greek word that has been translated as “an high” is the adjective péyag - “megas” — Strong’s,
Greek Number, 3173. Its meaning as found in this verse, is listed as follows, “B. of things: great, sublime,
important ... Of the sabbath day that begins a festival period J 19:31.” - |bid., p. 498.

A literal translation of the Greek words contained within the brackets in this verse, Av yép peyéAn f
nuépa ékeivou To0 capPdrou, is “for that sabbath was the great day”.20

20 The annual Hebrew Feasts, had a day of rest from work [that is, a sabbath] attached to them, these feast day sabbaths were called
“the great day”. The following passage reinforces this teaching, concerning the last day of the Feast of Tabernalces.
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The Festival or Feast period that is being referred to in this definition, is the first day of the Feast of
Unleavened Bread. This feast was connected with the Passover; it was one of the annual Hebrew rest-days or
Sabbaths, upon which a holy convocation took place; and our Lord Jesus Christ died late in the afternoon on
this day, just before this Feast day — annual Sabbath commenced. The following passages establish all of these
Biblical facts.

Leviticus 23:4 — 8: - “These are the feasts of the LORD, even holy convocations, which ye shall proclaim in their
seasons. In the fourteenth day of the first month at even is the LORD's passover. And on the fifteenth
day of the same month is the feast of unleavened bread unto the LORD: seven days ye must eat
unleavened bread. In the first day ye shall have an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work
therein. But ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD seven days: in the seventh day is an holy
convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein.”

Mark 14:1, 2 & 12: - “After two days was the feast of the passover, and of unleavened bread: and the chief
priests and the scribes sought how they might take him by craft, and put him to death. But they said, Not on the
feast day, lest there be an uproar of the people. ... And the first day of unleavened bread, when they killed
the passover, his disciples said unto him, Where wilt thou that we go and prepare that thou mayest eat the
passover?”

John 18:28: - “Then led they Jesus from Caiaphas unto the hall of judgment: and it was early; and they
themselves went not into the judgment hall, lest they should be defiled; but that they might eat the passover.”

John 18:39 & 40: - “But ye have a custom, that | should release unto you one at the passover: will ye therefore
that | release unto you the King of the Jews? Then cried they all again, saying, Not this man, but Barabbas.
Now Barabbas was a robber.”

John 19:13 & 14: - “When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought Jesus forth, and sat down in the
judgment seat in a place that is called the Pavement, but in the Hebrew, Gabbatha. And it was the
preparation of the passover, and about the sixth hour: and he saith unto the Jews, Behold your King!”

NOTE: - In John Chapter 19, the word “preparation” appears three times [in John 19:14, 31 & 4221]. In the
context of this chapter, it is clear that the “preparation” being referred to, is the preparation of the Passover,
with the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread [that is, “the great day” of John 19:31] rapidly drawing on.

Footnote continued from the previous page: -

John 7:2 & 37: - “Now the Jews' feast of tabernacles was at hand. ... In the last day, that great day of the feast ['Ev d¢ Tij €éoxarn
npépa T peydahn Tig €optiig — “En de te eschate hemera te megale tes heortes”), Jesus stood and cried, saying, If any man
thirst, let him come unto me, and drink.”

The following verse establishes the truth, that the last day of the Feast of Taberacles was one of the annual Sabbaths.

Leviticus 23:39: - “Also in the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when ye have gathered in the fruit of the land, ye shall keep a feast
unto the LORD seven days: on the first day shall be a sabbath, and on the eighth day shall be a sabbath.”

21 John 19:42: - “There laid they Jesus therefore because of the Jews' preparation day; for the sepulchre was nigh at hand.”
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W‘ Therefore, it has been clearly established that cdBparov — “sabbaton” in the New Testament, does not

only refer to the weekly, seventh-day Sabbath, or one week as is commonly assumed. It does also refer to the
first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread.2

It should be pointed out, that in Colossians 2:16, the Greek word cappértwv — “sabbaton”, is in the
Neuter, Plural, Genitive case of the Greek noun - odpparov - “sabbaton”. The King James Version
translators, have incorrectly supplied the word “days”, whereas because the Greek word is in the plural, it
should be translated as “sabbaths” - plural.

| need to spend some time addressing the issue of the Genitive, Plural form caffarwv — “sabbaton”
that is contained in VS. 16. Even though it is clearly in the grammatical plural form that the Apostle has used,
some Bible scholars state the following belief: -

“Because there are a number occurrences in the Greek New Testament, where the plural form is used
by the Apostles of Christ, yet are translated as a singular [that is, “Sabbath”, rather than “Sabbaths”], it should
be translated as a singular “Sabbath” in Colossians 2:16. Consequently, in this passage, the Apostle Paul is
teaching that the weekly, seventh-day Sabbath of the fourth Commandment of the Decalogue, is a shadow
pointing forward to Christ our Saviour, and which Jesus nailed to his cross.”

It is indeed true that the plural form of odparov — “sabbaton” is used in both the LXX and the Greek
New Testament, which refer to a Sabbath day - singular. But it is also true, that there are occurrences in both
the LXX and the Greek New Testament, where the plural form, is indeed referring to Sabbath days — plural. So
how are we to understand what the Genitive, Plural form cappé&twv — “sabbaton” that is used in Colossians
2:16, is actually referring to? A singular? Or, a plural?

In thoroughly examining how caffdaTwv - “sabbaton” is used in both the LXX and the Greek New
Testament, | have found that the following two grammatical patterns give a solid answer to this important
question.

1. The plural form capfarwv - “sabbaton” represents a singular - “sabbath day”, when it is combined
with, or when it is modified by a singular, temporal marker. For example, when it is connected with or
modified by such Greek words as the singular of nuépa — “hémera” [“day”]; or with the singular of
the Greek word émraupiov - “epaurion” [“on the next day”]. These occurrences should be translated
as “the sabbath day” - singular.

2. The plural form capparwv — “sabbaton” represents a plural - “sabbaths”, or “sabbath days”, when it
is not modified by any Greek singular, temporal marker. [This is the grammatical form that the
Apostle Paul has used in Colossians 2:16.] These occurrences therefore, should be translated as
“sabbaths”, or “sabbath days” - plural.

22 |t will be also demonstrated from the Greek LXX’s use of odBarov — “sabbaton”, that it not only applies to the weekly, seventh-
day Sabbath as BAGD defines it; but it is used also in connection with the annual Hebrew Day of Blowing of Trumpets, the Day of
Atonement, the Feast of Tabernacles, and the Sabbatical year for the land of Israel.
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| shall now put before the reader twenty-one [21] clear examples, where the first of these two
grammatical patterns are clearly revealed.

Exodus 20:8 — LXX: - “Remember the sabbath day [tryv fjuépav Twv capBatwv - “tén hémeran ton

sabbaton”] to keep it holy.”

Exodus 35:3 — LXX: - “Ye shall not burn a fire in any of your dwellings on the sabbath-day [11) fjuépa Twv

oappatwy — “té hemera ton sabbaton”]; | am the Lord.”

The next two passages concern the Hebrew Day of Atonement services. This day was one of the
annual ceremonial sabbaths God commanded for the Hebrew people. In both of these passages that are found
within the Book of Leviticus, the plural forms ocapfara cappfarwv — “sabbata sabbaton” are used. The
reader will also note, that there are also several Greek, singular, temporal markers found within both passages,
which modify ocapfoara capfarwv — “sabbata sabbaton”. Therefore, ocappara capfarwv — “sabbata
sabbaton” is clearly representing the Day of Atonement services - singular, and should be understood as a
singular “sabbath” or “sabbath day”.

Leviticus 16:29 - 31 — LXX: - “And this shall be a perpetual statute for you; in the seventh month, on the tenth
day of the month [év T® pnvi T® €BOOUwW OekaTtn TOD PNvog - “en t6 méni to6 hebdomo dekaté tou
ménos”], ye shall humble your souls, and shall do no work, the native and the stranger who abides among you.
For in this day ['Ev yap Tfi nuépq Ta0Tn - “En gar té hémera tauté”] he shall make an atonement for you,
to cleanse you from all your sins before the Lord, and ye shall be purged. This shall be to you a most holy
sabbath, a rest [ZaBBara cafparwv avarmauoig auTn £oTal LIV - “Sabbata sabbaton anapausis haute
estai humin”], and ye shall humble your souls; it is a perpetual ordinance.”

Leviticus 23:32 — LXX: - “It shall be a holy sabbath to you [ZafBara cafparwv €otan upiv - “Sabbata
sabbaton estai humin”]; and ye shall humble your souls, from the ninth day of the month
[a1ro évarng Tob punvog — “apo enatés tou mévos”]: from evening to evening ye shall keep your
sabbaths? [a1ro £éomépag Ewg Eo0épag cafparieite Ta oapfara U@V - “apo hesperas heos hesperas
sabbatiete ta sabbata humon”).”

Leviticus 23:15 - LXX: - “And ye shall number to yourselves from the day after the sabbath
[TRig émavpiov T®V cafpatwv - “tés epaurion ton sabbaton”], from the day on which ye shall offer the
sheaf of the heave-offering, seven full weeks.”

Levitivicus 24:8 - LXX: - “On the sabbath-day [Tr] njpépa Twv oapfatwv - “Té hémera ton sabbaton”]
they shall be set forth before the Lord continually before the children of Israel, for an everlasting covenant.”

23 The expression “your sabbaths” has been translated from the Greek words & oafpara p@v - “ta sabbata humon”. With
there being two clear Greek, singular temporal markers within this verse, that limit it to the one day of the Day of Atonement services;
therefore, these Greek words should be translated as “your sabbath” — singular.
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Numbers 15:32 & 33 — LXX: - “And the children of Israel were in the wilderness, and they found a man
gathering sticks on the sabbath-day [t1) fjuépa Twv ocappartwv - “té hémera ton sabbaton”]. And they

who found him gathering sticks on the sabbath-day [11) npépa Twv caffatwv - “té hémera ton
sabbaton”] brought him to Moses and Aaron, and to all the congregation of the children of Israel.”

Numbers 28:9 — LXX: - “And on the sabbath-day [T] fjuépa Twv capparwv - “té hémera ton sabbaton”]

ye shall offer two lambs of a year old without blemish, and two tenth deals of fine flour mingled with oil for a
meat-offering, and a drink-offering.”

Deuteronomy 5:12 & 15 — LXX: - “Keep the sabbath day [Trjv rjpépav Twv capBatwy - “tén hémeran ton

sabbaton”] to sanctify it, as the Lord thy God commanded thee. ... And thou shalt remember that thou wast a
slave in the land of Egypt, and the Lord thy God brought thee out thence with a mighty hand, and a high arm:
therefore the Lord appointed thee to keep the sabbath day [Trjv fjuépav Twv cafatwy - “tén hémeran
ton sabbaton”] and to sanctify it.”

Isaiah 58:13 — LXX: - “If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath [amo T@wv capfartwv — “apo ton

sabbaton”], so as not to do thy pleasure on the holy days?* [év Tr] npépa 1) Ayia - “en té hémera té

hagia”], and shalt call the sabbaths [Ta cappara - “ta sabbata”] delightful, holy to God; if thou shalt not lift
up thy foot to work, nor speak a word in anger out of thy mouth.”

NOTE: - This verse has the plural, articular form of capdartwyv — “sabbaton”, but the Greek temporal marker -
npépa - “hémera” is singular. Hence, capfdarwv - “sabbaton” is translated as a singular. There is also
another plural form T oapfara - “ta sabbata” that appears in this verse. This is to be understood as

representing the Sabbath day — singular also, because of the fact, that the Greek temporal noun for “day” -
npépa - “hemera” is directly connected with it, which is singular.

Jeremiah 17:21 & 22 - LXX: - “Thus saith the Lord; Take heed to your souls, and take up no burdens on the
sabbath-day [¢v 1) |pépa TwV capaTtwy - “en té hémera ton sabbaton”], and go not forth through the

gates of Jerusalem; and carry forth no burdens out of your houses on the sabbath-day [év 1] uépa TV
oaBBatwv - “en té hémera ton sabbaton”], and ye shall do no work: sanctify the sabbath-day [rrv
nuépav Twv oapfatwv - “tén hémeran ton sabbaton”] , as | commanded your fathers.”

Jeremiah 17:24 & 27 - LXX: - “And it shall come to pass, if ye will hearken to me, saith the Lord, to carry in no
burdens through the gates of this city on the sabbath-day [év 1) fuépa Twv ocapfatwy - “en té hémera

ton sabbaton”], and to sanctify the sabbath-day [trjv njpépav twv capfatwv - “tén hémeran ton
sabbaton”], so as to do no work upon it, ... But it shall come to pass, if ye will not hearken to me to sanctify the

** The expression “on the holy days”, has been translated from the Greek singular expression év M) MuéPa 1) ayia - “en té
hémera té hagia”. Therefore, as it is clearly singular, this expression should be translated as “on the holy day”.
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sabbath-day [Tm)v npépav Twv caBBatwv - “tén hémeran ton sabbaton”], to bear no burdens, nor go in
with them by the gates of Jerusalem on the sabbath-day [év 1) pépa Twv cappaTwy - “en té hémera

ton sabbaton”]; then will | kindle a fire in the gates thereof, and it shall devour the streets of Jerusalem, and
shall not be quenched.”

Ezekiel 46:1 - LXX: - “Thus saith the Lord God; The gate that is in the inner court, that looks eastward, shall be
shut the six working days; but let it be opened on the sabbath-day [év Tr] fjuépa Twv cappaTtwy - “en té
hémera ton sabbaton”], and it shall be opened on the day of the new moon.”

Ezekiel 46:4 - LXX: - “And the prince shall offer whole-burnt-offerings to the Lord on the sabbath-day [év Tr)

Nuépa Twv oaBBAaTwy - “en té hémera ton sabbaton”], six lambs without blemish, and a ram without
blemish.”

Ezekiel 46:12 — LXX: - “And if the prince should prepare as a thanksgiving a whole-burnt-peace-offering to the
Lord, and should open for himself the gate looking eastward, and offer his whole-burnt-offering, and his peace-

offerings, as he does on the sabbath-day [év T) "juépa Twv oaBBatwy - “en té hémera ton sabbaton”];
then shall he go out, and shall shut the doors after he has gone out.

There are seven texts in the LXX’s Aprochpya, where this same grammatical pattern is found.

Judith 10:2: - “She rose where she had fallen down, and called her maid, and went down into the house in the
which she abode in the sabbath days [év Taig Mjuépaig Twv caBBatwv - “en tais hémerais ton
sabbaton”], and in her feast days.”

NOTE: - As the Greek articular noun for “day” - nuépa - “hémera” is plural, therefore, the articular form of
oapparwyv - “sabbaton” is translated as a plural - “sabbath days”.

1st Maccabees 2:32: - “They pursued after them a great number, and having overtaken them, they camped
against them, and made war against them on the sabbath day [év 1] "|uépa Twv capatwv - “en té
hémera ton sabbaton”].”

1st Maccabbes 2:34: - “But they said, We will not come forth, neither will we do the king’s commandment, to
profane the sabbath day [tTr)v fjuépav Twv capfatwy - “tén hémeran ton sabbaton”].”

1st Maccabees 2:41: - “At that time therefore they decreed, saying, Whosoever shall come to make battle with
us on the sabbath day [11) fjuépa Twv capfatwy - té hémera ton sabbaton”], we will fight against him;
neither will we die all, as our brethren that were murdered in the secret places.”

1st Maccabees 9:34: - “Which when Bacchides understood, he came near to Jordan with all his host upon the
sabbath day [t1) Nuépa Twv capparwv - té hémera ton sabbaton”].”

1st Maccabees 9:43: - “Now when Bacchides heard hereof, he came on the sabbath day [t} fjuépa Twv
oappatwy - té hémera ton sabbaton”] unto the banks of Jordan with a great power.”
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2nd Macabbees 15:3: - “Then the most ungracious wretch demanded, if there were a Mighty one in heaven, that
had commanded the sabbath day [Trjv Twv caBBatwv rjuépav - “tén ton sabbaton hémeran”] to be
kept.”

Turning now to the Greek New Testament, | find that there are three occurrences where the inspired
Bible writer Luke has directly connected cafpértwv - “sabbaton” with the Greek noun for “day” - nuépa -

“hemera”. In these three texts, capparwv — “sabbaton” clearly refers to the weekly, seventh-day Sabbath -
singular.

Luke 4:16: - “And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as his custom was, he went into
the synagogue on the sabbath day [év Tii nUépa TV caBpdaTwyv - “en t&é hemera ton sabbaton”], and
stood up for to read.”

Acts 13:14: - “But when they departed from Perga, they came to Antioch in Pisidia, and went into the
synagogue on the sabbath day [Tfj nuépa TGV cafpaTwy - “te hemera ton sabbaton”], and sat down.”

Acts 16:13: - “And on the sabbath [Tfj Te Quépa TV cappaTwy - “t& te heémera ton sabbaton”] we went

out of the city by a river side, where prayer was wont to be made; and we sat down, and spake unto the women
which resorted thither.”

This next passage is related to the resurrection of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Matthew 28:1: - “In the end of the sabbath [Oy¢ 6¢ cappdatwy — “Opse de sabbaton”], as it began to dawn
toward the first day of the week, came Mary Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre.”

NOTE: - The words that have been translated in the KJV as “In the end” are translated from the Greek word
'Oye - “Opse”, which is an adverb — Strong’s, Greek Number, 3796. It appears three times in the New
Testament.? In this verse, it is acting as a Greek, temporal marker, that is modifying cafpértwv - “sabbaton”.

It is defined as “Ow¢ adverb 1. late with genitive ... 2. late in the day, i. e. in the evening ... 3. used as
an improper preposition with genitive, after?6 ‘'owé aafBarwv after the Sabbath Mt 28:1.” - Ibid., p. 601.

Thus the plural capfarwyv — “sabbaton” is representing “a sabbath”, or, “a sabbath day” — singular.

[NOTE: - Zappatwv - “sabbaton” appears twelve times in the New Testament Scriptures. | have just
examined four of these occurrences. In seven of its occurrences, it is used when referring to the resurrection of
Jesus, on the first day [“day” is supplied in all verses] of the week.2” This use of capfarwv - “sabbaton” is
not the focus of this Study Document.]

25 See Mark 11:19 — it is translated as “even”; and Mark 13:35 it is translated as “at even”.

% | should state concerning BAGD.’s third definition relating to dye, that is, “after’; that having examined much of the ancient Greek
literature uses of owe, there is very little evidence to support this definition. 6wé when connected with the genitive, which is the
grammatical situation that is found in Matthew 28:1, generally means “late”, or, “evening”.

27 Matthew 28:1; Mark 16:2; Luke 24:1; John 20:1 & 19; Acts 20:7 & 1stCorinthians 16:2.
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| shall now share with the reader six [6] clear examples of the second grammatical pattern referred to
previously. That is, the absence of any singular, Greek temporal marker, necessitates that cappartwv -
“sabbaton” should be understood as representing “sabbaths” — plural.

Leviticus 23:38 — LXX: - “Besides the sabbaths of the Lord [t&v cofparwv Kupiou — “ton sabbaton
Kuriou”], and besides your gifts, and besides all your vows, and besides your free-will-offerings, which ye shall
give to the Lord.”

Numbers 28:10 — LXX: - “It is a whole-burnt-offering of the sabbaths on the sabbath days [capfatwv év

101G oapparoig — “sabbaton en tois sabbatois”], besides the continued whole-burnt-offering, and its drink
offering.”

Ezekiel 22:26 — LXX: - “Her priests also have set at nought my law, and profaned my holy things: they have not
distinguished between the holy and profane, nor have they distinguished between the unclean and the clean,
and have hid their eyes from my sabbaths [a1ro T@V cafparwv pou - “apo ton sabbaton mou”], and | was
profaned in the midst of them.”

Amos 6:3 — LXX: - “Ye who are approaching the evil day, who are drawing near and adopting false sabbaths
[capRatwv yeudav - “sabbaton pseudon”].”

1st Esdras 5:52 — LXX: - “And after that, the continual oblations, and the sacrifice of the sabbaths [cafparwyv
- “sabbaton”], and of the new moons, and of all holy feasts.”

Judith 8:6 — LXX: - “And she fasted all the days of her widowhood, save the eves of the sabbaths, and the
sabbaths [rpooaBfarwv, kot capfarwyv - “prosabbaton, kai sabbaton”], and the eves of the new moons,
and the new moons and the feasts and solemn days of the house of Israel.”

The Greek speaking, Jewish historian Josephus has also used the first established grammatical
pattern, to refer to the weekly seventh-day Sabbath — singular. | shall share the following sources with the
reader in the form of the following TABLE.

Antiquities, Book VI, Chapter XII, KOTA TE THV TV KOAOUPEVWY “both on that called the Sabbath-
Paragraph 3; Greek text — 305. oaBBaTwv Auépav day”.

Antiquities, Book XII, Chapter V, | TAv mapa T10i¢ ‘loudaiolg Aeyopévnv |  “that day which by the Jews is
Paragraph 5; Greek text — 259. oaBBaTwv Auépav called the Sabbath.”

Antiquities, Book XII, Chapter VI, oaBBATWY AUEPQL “on the Sabbath-day”.

Paragraph 2; Greek text — 274.

Antiquities, Book XIlII, Chapter |, AV TGV gapRaTwy Auépav “their sabbath day”.
Paragraph 3; Greek text — 12.

Antiquities, Book XIV, Chapter X, urTe GdoITTopElv v Tai¢ NUépaig | “or to travel on the Sabbath-days,”.
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Paragraph 12; Greek text — 226.

TV oaBRATWY

NOTE: - As the Greek articlular
noun for “day” npépa -
“hemera” is plural, therefore, the
articular form of ocapfarwv -
“sabbaton” is translated as a
plural — “sabbath days”.

Antiquities, Book XIV, Chapter X,
Paragraph 25; Greek text — 264.

undéva kwAueaBal TapatnpEEiv TV
TGV capRaTwy fuépav

“that they might be allowed to
observe their Sabbaths”.

NOTE: - The English translation in
this case is in error, as TV ...
Nuépav is clearly present and is in
the singular. Therefore, it should
read “their Sabbath day”.

Antiquities, Book XVIII, Chapter IX,
Paragraph 6; Greek text - 354.

5161 1O eival oapBaTwy AEEPaV —

“because it was the Sabbath”.

& Therefore, having clearly established these two distinct grammatical patterns concerning cafparwy -
“sabbaton”, from these two Greek textual sources of the Scriptures, and also from Josephus’ Greek writings, |
can make the following conclusion concerning Colossians 2:16: - as capfartwv - “sabbaton” is not modified
by any Greek, single, temporal marker, it should be understood as being a plural. That is, it should be translated

as “sabbaths” - plural.

3. If capParwv — “sabbaton” as found in Colossians 2:16, is understood to be referring to the weekly,
seventh-day Sabbath - singular, then we have a little recognized problem to deal with. That is, the two
annual holy convocation Sabbaths, of the Day of Blowing of Trumpets, and the Day of Atonement,
which took place during the 7t Hebrew month, have been completely ignored by the Apostle Paul in
this verse. This is reinforced by the Bible fact, that | have previously established concerning the annual
Feasts, that these two annual holy convocation Sabbaths are never called a “feast” or a “festival” in the

Scriptures.

THE ISSUE OF THE SABBATH MORE CAREFULLY EXAMINED: -

As stated in the Issue to be Examined on the first page of this Study Document, | am examining the

claim that only the seventh-day Sabbath of the Fourth Commandment can be the “sabbath” that is referred to in
Colossians 2:16. And it must be admitted that this belief is a longstanding and common one, that is held by
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Evangelical Christians concerning this verse. These sincere folk can only see the Sabbath of the Fourth
Commandment, as to what the Greek word caBBaTwy — “sabbaton” is referring to in this verse.

Although this belief is indeed a longstanding and popular one, its validity is generally assumed to be
the truth, without ever undertaking a thorough Biblical examination of it, to see what the term “sabbath”, as
found in the Scriptures actually applies to.

So, in an attempt to arrive at the truth concerning this issue, | will now provide Biblical evidence, that will
answer the following two questions: -

I. To what does the word “Sabbath” refer to in the Holy Scriptures?

Il.  Having answered this question, how can we then tell, which Sabbaths are being referred to in
Colossians 2:16?

Having traced through both the Hebrew and Greek words that are used for “sabbath” in the Scriptures,
there are eight distinct things to which the word “sabbath” is applied to in the Bible. These Biblical facts, will give
us an answer to Question 1 above.

Firstly, the following lexical information will give the reader a solid Biblical foundation from which we can
commence our examination of the term “sabbath”.

The Hebrew word that is translated as “sabbath/s” in the Old Testament, is the Noun DAY -

“shabbath” - Strong’s, Hebrew Number 7676. It occurs 104 times in the Old Testament of the King James
Version. It is translated as follows: - “another” — once; “sabbath” — 70x; “sabbaths” — 33x.

It is defined as “Sabbath ... 1. sabbath ... 2. day of atonement ... 3. sabbath year ... 4. = week (?): VayJ
Ninay Lev 2315 (H), seven sabbaths or weeks; DY NNAW v 258 9 seven sabbaths or weeks (of years)
... 5. produce in sabbath year (growing of itself).” - The New Brown-Driver-Briggs-Gesenius Hebrew-English

Lexicon, p. 992.

NOTE: - This definition is NOT complete, as it leaves out one of the annual Hebrew Sabbaths from its defition.
It omits the 15t day of the 1st Hebrew month, which was the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread. The
first day of this Feast, was a rest day, upon which no work was to be undertaken. It was also a holy convocation
[that is, a holy gathering together of the Hebrew people].28

| shall also examine the very closely related Hebrew Noun 13112V - “shabbéthéwn” — Strong’s,

Hebrew Number 7677. It occurs 11 times in the Old Testament of the King James Version. It is translated as
follows: - “rest” — 8x; “sabbath” — 3x.

Itis defined as “sabbath observance, sabbatism; ... 1. of weekly sabbath ... 2. day of atonement ... 3.
sabbatical year ... 4. alone of feast of trumpets ... and of the first and eight days of feast of tabernacles.” -

|bid., p. 992.

28 Of course it needs to be pointed out, that the seventh day of this Feast, was also a rest day, upon which no work was to be done,
and which was also a holy convocation. It was therefore also one of the annual Hebrew Sabbaths, although the Hebrew word N2V -
“shabbath” is not used in reference to it in the Old Testament.
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The word “sabbath” in the Scriptures applies to eight distinct things.
i.  The weekly seventh-day Sabbath of the Fourth Commandment;
i. ~ The annual Day of Blowing of the Trumpets;
ji. ~ The annual Day of Atonement;
iv.  The annual first and eighth days of the Feast of Tabernacles;
v.  The seven weeks that were to be counted leading up to the Feast of Weeks;
vi.  The Sabbatical year for the Land of Israel;

vii.  The counting of the seven weeks of years to count unto the jubilee; and,

vii. ~ The first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread.

| shall now document these Biblical truths for the reader. The simplest way that | can do this, is to share
my findings, in the form of the following POINTS. I shall provide the King James Version’s translation of the
verse concerned; | shall highlight the English words that have been translated as “sabbath/s”; and in brackets, |
will include the Hebrew word from which it has been translated with its English transliteration; and, also the
LXX’s Greek text [where applicable], as this has some influence on the New Testament writers’ understanding
of the Greek word for “sabbath” - céfparov - “sabbaton”.

NOTE: - In reference to some of the “sabbaths” that are found in the Old Testament, | will share all the Old
Testament texts involved, as there are only a few of them in the entire Old Testament. In reference to the
weekly, seventh-day Sabbath, which is the most commonly occurring application of the word “sabbath” in the
Old Testament, | will NOT share every Bible text involved, as this would be very repetitious.]

|. THE WEEKLY SEVENTH-DAY SABBATH OF THE FOURTH COMMANDMENT: -

Exodus 16:23 — 30: - “And he said unto them, This is that which the LORD hath said, To morrow is the rest of
the holy sabbath [¥ 7" 1N2Y )INAY - “shabbathon Shabbath-qodesh”; LXX - caBara dvémauaig
ayia - “sabbata anapausis hagia”] unto the LORD: bake that which ye will bake to day, and seethe that ye
will seethe; and that which remaineth over lay up for you to be kept until the morning. And they laid it up till the
morning, as Moses bade: and it did not stink, neither was there any worm therein. And Moses said, Eat that to

day; for to day is a sabbath [ﬂ;JT\’_)' - “Shabbath”; LXX - océaBfara — “sabbata”] unto the LORD: to day ye

shall not find it in the field. Six days ye shall gather it; but on the seventh day, which is the sabbath [ﬂg\’_)' -
“Shabbath”; LXX - oéaBpara — “sabbata”], in it there shall be none. And it came to pass, that there went out
some of the people on the seventh day for to gather, and they found none. And the LORD said unto Moses,
How long refuse ye to keep my commandments and my laws? See, for that the LORD hath given you the
sabbath [1N2W1 - “haShabbath”; LXX - oé&ppara - “sabbata”], therefore he giveth you on the sixth day
the bread of two days; abide ye every man in his place, let no man go out of his place on the seventh day. So
the people rested on the seventh day.”

Exodus 20:8 — 11: — “Remember the sabbath [J'\Z:l\{)'ij - “haShabbath”; LXX - T@v capfdarwv - “ton
sabbaton”] day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work: But the seventh day is the
sabbath [ﬂ;}\{) - “Shabbath”; LXX - odBfara — “sabbata”] of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any
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work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger
that is within thy gates: For in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them /s, and

rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath [ﬂg\’_ﬁ'ﬂ - “haShabbath”] day, and
hallowed it.”

Exodus 31:13 — 16: - “Speak thou also unto the children of Israel, saying, Verily my sabbaths mmv_) -

“Shabb’thothay”; LXX - T oépfaré pou - “ta sabbata mou”] ye shall keep: for it is a sign between me and
you throughout your generations; that ye may know that | am the LORD that doth sanctify you. Ye shall keep

the sabbath [J'E:LE_JD - “haShabbath”; LXX - T& o&ppara — “ta sabbata”] therefore; for it is holy unto you:
every one that defileth it shall surely be put to death: for whosoever doeth any work therein, that soul shall be
cut off from among his people. Six days may work be done; but in the seventh is the sabbath of rest [ﬂ;\{)

]13];1\{) - “Shabbath shabbathon”; LXX - odppara, avamauoig — “sabbata, anapausis”], holy to the
LORD: whosoever doeth any work in the sabbath [Zﬂ;}\{)ﬂ - “haShabbath”] day, he shall surely be put to
death. Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the sabbath [Zﬂﬁ-:}\{)'D - “haShabbath”; LXX - T& odppara

- “ta sabbata”], to observe the sabbath [ﬂ_;l\’_)'tl - “haShabbath”; LXX - ta odppara - “ta sabbata”]
throughout their generations, for a perpetual covenant.”

Leviticus 19:3: - “Ye shall fear every man his mother, and his father, and keep my sabbaths >NV -
“Shabb’thothay”; LXX - T odpBaré pou - “ta sabbata mou”]: | am the LORD your God.”

Leviticus 19:30: - “Ye shall keep my sabbaths [’Z}')'ﬂl:l\’_)' - “Shabb’thothay”; LXX - T& oGpparda pou - “Ta
sabbata mou”], and reverence my sanctuary: | am the LORD.”

Leviticus 23:3, 37 & 38: - “Six days shall work be done: but the seventh day is the sabbath of rest
[‘]jﬂ;l\{)' 3'1:1\;9 - “Shabbath shabbathon”; LXX - odfBarta avamauvoig - “sabbata anapausis”], an holy
convocation; ye shall do no work therein: it is the sabbath [ﬂ;\{) - “Shabbat”; LXX - oapfard - “sabbata”]
of the LORD in all your dwellings. ... These are the feasts of the LORD, which ye shall proclaim to be holy
convocations, to offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD, a burnt offering, and a meat offering, a sacrifice,
and drink offerings, every thing upon his day: Beside the sabbaths of the LORD [1}1? NN2Y 72910 -
“mil’bad Shabb’thoth Yahuwah”; LXX - Afjv TGv caBfdaTtwv Kupiou - “plén ton sabbaton kuriou”], and
beside rr;;bm - “umil’bad”; LXX - kai ARV — “kai plén”] your gifts, and beside rr;;bm - “umil’bad”;
LXX - kai ARV - “kai plén”] all your vows, and beside [“T:_l?)_ﬁﬂ - “umil’bad”; LXX - koi ARV - “kai
plen”] all your freewill offerings, which ye give unto the LORD.”

NOTE: - In each one of the highlighted portions from VS. 38, we find that the English word “beside” has been
translated from the same Hebrew compound expression T2 - “milbad”. This is listed under Strong’s,

Hebrew Number, 905 - T2 - “bad”. The definition of this compound Hebrew expression as it appears in
Leviticus 23:38 is: -

‘e. ‘T;}?)_D 33 (probably inverted for 77 7;’?) besides (Chiefly P and late): Gn 26:1; 46:26 Lv 9:17 ;
23:38 (4 times) Nub5:8; 6:21; 17:14 +12times Nu28-29; Dt28:69 Jos22:29 1K10:13 1Ch3:9 2
Ch9:12; 17:19; 31116 Ezr2:65 = Ne7:67 Dn 11:4.With sf. 1 Dt4:35 1'7;‘;7?,3 TV PX there is

none else besides him (cf. "_f:,:‘?:;m s 45:21).” — Ibid., p. 94.
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If we examine a few of the texts from Moses’ writings that are listed in the above Lexical definition,
where this compound Hebrew expression is used, it gives us further information as to its meaning in Leviticus
23:38. It reveals to us, that it is “beside” in the sense of “in addition to”.

Genesis 26:1: - “And there was a famine in the land, beside [“T:_l';?)_ﬁ - “mil’bad”] the first famine that was in

the days of Abraham.”

Genesis 46:26: - “All the souls that came with Jacob into Egypt, which came out of his loins, besides [‘fg?)_ﬂ

- “mil’bad”] Jacob's sons' wives, all the souls were threescore and six.”

Leviticus 9:17: - “And he brought the meat offering, and took an handful thereof, and burnt it upon the altar,
beside [‘T;?)_D - “mil’bad”] the burnt sacrifice of the morning.”

Numbers 5:8: - “But if the man have no kinsman to recompense the trespass unto, let the trespass be
recompensed unto the LORD, even to the priest; beside [‘f:_l?)_ﬁ - “mil’bad”] the ram of the atonement,
whereby an atonement shall be made for him.”

See also: - Numbers 6:21; 16:49 [it is listed in the above Lexicon’s entry as “Nu 17:14”, where it is found in the
Hebrew Bible]; Numbers 29:6; Deuteronomy 29:1 [it is listed in the above Lexicon’s entry as “Dt. 28:69°, where

it is found in the Hebrew Bible]. In all of these other texts, ‘T:_lb)Q - “mil’bad” has been translated as “beside”
in the KJV.

So let us understand in Leviticus 23:38, that the English translation “beside”, actually means from the
Hebrew, in the sense of “in addition to”.

With this understanding therefore, we find that in VS. 37 a reference is made to “the feasts of the
Lord”. Then in VS. 38, we find that the feasts and their respective offerings were “beside [or, in addition to]
the sabbaths of the Lord”. This clearly indicates that the weekly, seventh-day Sabbath was NOT to be
confused with the annual feasts. The weekly seventh-day Sabbath was separate and distinct from the annual
Hebrew feasts. Although this clear separation and distinction is not understood by many sincere Christians
today, it is clearly found in the Hebrew text.

Leviticus 26:2: - “Ye shall keep my sabbaths PNV - “Shabb’thothay”; LXX - Té& oéBBaré pou - “Ta
sabbata mou”], and reverence my sanctuary: | am the LORD.”

Deuteronomy 5:12 — 15: - “Keep the sabbath [ﬂg\{)'tl - “haShabbath”; LXX - tov cofpartwv - “ton
sabbaton”] day to sanctify it, as the LORD thy God hath commanded thee. Six days thou shalt labour, and do
all thy work: But the seventh day is the sabbath [ﬂg\’_) - “Shabbath”; LXX - odppara — “sabbata”] of the
LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, nor thy manservant, nor thy
maidservant, nor thine ox, nor thine ass, nor any of thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates; that thy
manservant and thy maidservant may rest as well as thou. And remember that thou wast a servant in the land
of Egypt, and that the LORD thy God brought thee out thence through a mighty hand and by a stretched out
arm: therefore the LORD thy God commanded thee to keep the sabbath [ﬂ;}\’_ﬁ'ﬂ - “haShabbath”; LXX -

TV oapRarwyv - “ton sabbaton”] day.”
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Nehemiah 9:13 & 14: - “Thou camest down also upon mount Sinai, and spakest with them from heaven, and
gavest them right judgments, and true laws, good statutes and commandments: And madest known unto them
thy holy sabbath [f[\’)‘T]? ﬂ;\’_) - “Shabbath qad’sh’ak”; LXX - 10 o@ppatov ogou 10 Gyiov - “to
sabbaton sou to hagion”], and commandedst them precepts, statutes, and laws, by the hand of Moses thy
servant.”

Isaiah 56:? — 6: - “Blessed is the man that doeth this, and the son of man that layeth hold on it; that keepeth the
sabbath [N2Y - “Shabbath”; LXX - 1& odpara - “ta sabbata”] from polluting it, and keepeth his hand

from doing any evil. Neither let the son of the stranger, that hath joined himself to the LORD, speak, saying, The
LORD hath utterly separated me from his people: neither let the eunuch say, Behold, | am a dry tree. For thus

saith the LORD unto the eunuchs that keep my sabbaths [>T)IN2AY - “Shabb’thothay”; LXX - Té

odppard pou - “ta sabbata mou”], and choose the things that please me, and take hold of my covenant;
Even unto them will | give in mine house and within my walls a place and a name better than of sons and of
daughters: | will give them an everlasting name, that shall not be cut off. Also the sons of the stranger, that join
themselves to the LORD, to serve him, and to love the name of the LORD, to be his servants, every one that

keepeth the sabbath fﬂ;\{) - “Shabbath”; LXX - 1& ocapparda pou - “ta sabbata mou”] from polluting it,
and taketh hold of my covenant.”

Isaiah 58:13: - “If thou turn away thy foot from the sabbath [3'1;!\’_))3 - “miShabbath”; LXX - amo 1@v

oapparwv - “apo ton sabbaton”], from doing thy pleasure on my holy day; and call the sabbath [ﬂ::l\?? -

“laShabbath”; LXX - t& odpfara - “ta sabbata”] a delight, the holy of the LORD, honourable; and shalt
honour him, not doing thine own ways, nor finding thine own pleasure, nor speaking thine own words.”

Isaiah 66:22 & 23: - “For as the new heavens and the new earth, which | will make, shall remain before me,
saith the LORD, so shall your seed and your name remain. And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon
to another, and from one sabbath to another [Y2¥2 NAY 713 - “umidey Shabbath b’Shabbato”;
LXX - kai oappatov €k oapBartou” — “kai sabbaton ek sabbatou”], shall all flesh come to worship before
me, saith the LORD.”

Ezekiel 20:12, 13, 16, 20, 21 & 24: - “Moreover also | gave them my sabbaths ["inn;\{) -

“Shabb’thothay”; LXX - 1& ocdafpara pou — “ta sabbata mou”], to be a sign between me and them, that
they might know that | am the LORD that sanctify them. But the house of Israel rebelled against me in the
wilderness: they walked not in my statutes, and they despised my judgments, which if a man do, he shall even

live in them; and my sabbaths [’@h:}\’_) - “Shabb’thothay”; LXX - t& oé&pfaré pou - “ta sabbata mou”]
they greatly polluted: then | said, | would pour out my fury upon them in the wilderness, to consume them. ...
Because they despised my judgments, and walked not in my statutes, but polluted my sabbaths [’3:_11'3'13:1\{)' -
“Shabb’thothay”; LXX - 1& oédBfaré pou — ta sabbata mou”]: for their heart went after their idols. ... And
hallow my sabbaths [’{_\13’12}\{) - “Shabb’thothay”; LXX - 1& odppara pou - “ta sabbata mou”]; and

they shall be a sign between me and you, that ye may know that | am the LORD your God. Notwithstanding the
children rebelled against me: they walked not in my statutes, neither kept my judgments to do them, which if a

man do, he shall even live in them; they polluted my sabbaths [>1)INAY - “Shabb’thothay”; LXX - Téx

oappard pou - “ta sabbata mou”]: then | said, | would pour out my fury upon them, to accomplish my anger
against them in the wilderness. ... Because they had not executed my judgments, but had despised my statutes,

and had polluted my sabbaths [’Q’_ﬁﬂl:l\’_)' - “Shabb’thothay”; LXX - & odppara pou — “ta sabbata
mou”], and their eyes were after their fathers' idols.”
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Ezekiel 44:24: - “And in controversy they shall stand in judgment; and they shall judge it according to my
judgments: and they shall keep my laws and my statutes in all mine assemblies; and they shall hallow my

sabbaths [’J:_ﬁﬂl:l\’_)' - “Shabb’thothay”; LXX - t& cGpBatd pou - “ta sabbata mou”].”
W A number of points of importance need to be brought to the reader’s attention concerning the weekly,
seventh-day Sabbath: -
e The Lord calls it “the sabbath of the Lord” — Exodus 20:10; Leviticus 23:3, & 38; Deuteronomy 5:14.
Therefore, because of this first point of truth, three of the following truths flow: -

e The Lord repeatedly calls it “my sabbaths” — Exodus 31:13; Leviticus 19:3, 30; 26:2; Isaiah 56:4;
Ezekiel 20:12, 13, 16, 20, 21 & 24; 22:8, 26; 23:38; 44:24.

e The Lord calls it “my Holy Day” - Isaiah 58:13.
e Nehemiah calls it “thy holy Sabbath” — Nehemiah 9:14.

e According to the prophet Isaiah’s writings, the seventh-day Sabbath will be observed by the righteous,
in the earth made new — |saiah 66:22 & 23.

9 The seventh-day Sabbath is truly the Lord’s Holy day.

Il. THE ANNUAL DAY OF BLOWING OF TRUMPETS: -

Leviticus 23:24: - “Speak unto the children of Israel, saying, In the seventh month, in the first day of the month,
shall ye have a sabbath [JYN2Y - “shabbathéwn”], a memorial of blowing of trumpets, an holy
convocation.”

lIl. THE ANNUAL DAY OF ATONEMENT: -

Leviticus 16:31: - “It shall be a sabbath of rest [Y )2V NAY - “Shabbath shabbathon’; LXX - Z&pBara
oappartwv - “Sabbata sabbaton”] unto you, and ye shall afflict your souls, by a statute for ever.”

Leviticus 23:32: - “It shall be unto you a sabbath of rest [Y)1)2Y NAY - “Shabbath shabbathon”; LXX -
Zappara capparwv — “Sabbata sabbaton”], and ye shall afflict your souls: in the ninth day of the month at
even, from even unto even, shall ye celebrate your sabbath [DDJ'):_I\’_) - “Shabbat’kem”; LXX - 1&
odppara Uy - “ta sabbata humon”).”

IV. THE ANNUAL FIRST AND EIGHTH DAYS OF THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES: -

Leviticus 23:39 - 41: - “Also in the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when ye have gathered in the fruit of the

land, ye shall keep [X)) — “chagag”] a feast [\ — “chag”] unto the LORD seven days: on the first day
shall be a sabbath []U'\;l\{) - “shabbathon”], and on the eighth day shall be a sabbath [Y12Y -
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“shabbathon”]. And ye shall take you on the first day the boughs of goodly trees, branches of palm trees, and
the boughs of thick trees, and willows of the brook; and ye shall rejoice before the LORD your God seven days.

And ye shall [))) — “chagag”] keep it a feast [M) — “chag”] unto the LORD seven days in the year. It

shall be a statute for ever in your generations: ye shall celebrate [)AD — “chagag”] it in the seventh month.”

V. THE SEVEN WEEKS THAT WERE TO BE COUNTED LEADING UP TO THE FEAST OF WEEKS.: -

Leviticus 23:15: - “And ye shall count unto you from the morrow after the sabbath, from the day that ye brought
the sheaf of the wave offering; seven sabbaths shall be complete [132211) N’NH NINAY YIY
- “sheba’ Shabbathoth t'mimoth tih’yeynah”; LXX - &mra &Rdouddag OAokArjpoug — “hepta
hebdomadas holoklérous”].”2

VI. THE THE SABBATICAL YEAR FOR THE LAND OF ISRAEL.: -
Leviticus 25:1 - 7: - “And the LORD spake unto Moses in mount Sinai, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel,

and say unto them, When ye come into the land which | give you, then shall the land keep a sabbath [ﬂg\’_)'

- “Shabbath”; LXX - ocafpara — “sabbata”] unto the LORD. Six years thou shalt sow thy field, and six years
thou shalt prune thy vineyard, and gather in the fruit thereof; But in the seventh year shall be a sabbath of

rest f]\ﬂ;l\{) NAY - “Shabbath shabbathon”; LXX - oéppara: dvémauaig — “sabbata: anapausis”]
unto the land, a_sabbath [ﬂg\’_)' - “Shabbath”; LXX - odppara - “sabbata”] for the LORD: thou shalt

2 This needs to be understood as referring to “seven weeks”, rather than “seven sabbaths”, when compared with the following facts.

i.  The LXX’s Greek text reads as €mra £Rdopuadag 0AokAripoug — “hepta hebdomadas holoklerous”. This is translated
as “seven full weeks”.

i In Deuteronomy 16: 9 we read concerning the counting of this time period, “Seven weeks shalt thou number unto thee:
begin to number the seven weeks from such time as thou beginnest to put the sickle to the corn.”

The time period under consideration is counting down unto the Feast of Weeks.

Exodus 34:22: - “And thou shalt observe the feast of weeks, of the firstfruits of wheat harvest, and the feast of ingathering at the
year's end.”

Deuteronomy 16:10: - “And thou shalt keep the feast of weeks unto the LORD thy God with a tribute of a freewill offering of thine
hand, which thou shalt give unto the LORD thy God, according as the LORD thy God hath blessed thee.”

See also: - Deuteronomy 16:16 & 2n Chronicles 8:13.

iii.  The first century Jewish historian Josephus, understood this time period as referring to a “week of weeks”.

Antiquities of the Jews; Book Ill, Chapter X, Paragraph 6; Greek Text 252: -

‘ER36ung £PSopadog diayeyevnuévng et Tadmy TV Buaiav, altal & €ioiv ai TGV EBSoadWY rfuépal TEGTAPAKOVTA Kai
évvéa, TR TevrnkoaTi, v ‘EPpaiol doapbda kahodal, onuaivel & To0TO TTEVINKOOTAY,

“When a week of weeks has passed over after this sacrifice, (which weeks contain forty and nine days,) on the fiftieth day, which is
Pentecost, but is called by the Hebrews Asartha, which signifies Pentecost, ...”
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neither sow thy field, nor prune thy vineyard. That which groweth of its own accord of thy harvest thou shalt not
reap, neither gather the grapes of thy vine undressed: for it is a year of rest []1'3];1\{)' - “shabbathon”] unto
the land. And the sabbath of [J'E:l\{)' - “Shabbath”; LXX - 1& o&ppara — “ta sabbata”] the land shall be

meat for you; for thee, and for thy servant, and for thy maid, and for thy hired servant, and for thy stranger that
sojourneth with thee, and for thy cattle, and for the beast that are in thy land, shall all the increase thereof be
meat.”0

Leviticus 26:34, 35 & 43: - “Then shall the land enjoy her sabbaths [ij’ﬁﬂﬂ:l\’_) - “Shabb’thotheya”; LXX -
10 odpfBara aUTRG - “ta sabbata autes”], as long as it lieth desolate, and ye be in your enemies' land; even
then shall the land rest, and enjoy her sabbaths [()>T)12Y - “Shabb’thotheya”; LXX - & oépBara
auTig — “ta sabbata autes”]. As long as it lieth desolate it shall rest; because it did not rest in your sabbaths
[DQ’J‘\J‘D\’_)J - “b’Shabb’thotheykem” - LXX - aUTiig oappariei - “autés sabbatiei”], when ye dwelt
upon it. .. The land also shall be left of them, and shall enjoy her sabbaths [T)’ﬂﬁﬂ:l\’_) -

“Shabb’thotheyah”; LXX - ta odppata aUTig - “ta sabbata autes”], while she lieth desolate without them:

and they shall accept of the punishment of their iniquity: because, even because they despised my judgments,
and because their soul abhorred my statutes.”

VIl. THE COUNTING OF THE SEVEN WEEKS OF YEARS UNTO THE JUBILEE: -.

Leviticus 25:8: - “And thou shalt number seven sabbaths of years [D?Y) NNAY YIY - “sheba
Shabb’thoth shanim”; LXX - émré avamavoeig ET@v - “hepta anapauseis eton”] unto thee, seven times
seven years; and the space of the seven sabbaths of years [DY)WND) NNAY YIY - “sheba

Shabb’thoth hashanim”; LXX - émrra £BSouadeg éTv - “hepta hebdomades eton”] shall be unto thee
forty and nine years.”

VIIl. THE FIRST DAY OF THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD: -

Leviticus 23:6 — 11 & 15: - “And on the fifteenth day of the same month is the feast of unleavened bread
unto the LORD: seven days ye must eat unleavened bread. In the first day ye shall have an holy

30 |t appears to be the case, that the disobedient children of Israel, never actually obeyed this requirement concerning the Sabbatical
year. It was only when they were exiled to the land of Babylon, that the land of Israel keep her “sabbath of rest”.

2nd Chronicles 36:20 & 21: - “And them that had escaped from the sword carried he away to Babylon; where they were servants to him
and his sons until the reign of the kingdom of Persia: To fulfil the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had
enjoyed her sabbaths [D’;f_]iﬂ;l\’_) - “Shabb’thotheyah”; LXX - 10 odffara aUtig ocapfarican - “ta sabbata
autes sabbatisai”]: for as long as she lay desolate she kept sabbath [mj:ng - “Shabbathah”; LXX - ooaffarioar -
“sabbatisai”], to fulfil threescore and ten years.”
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convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein. But ye shall offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD
seven days: in the seventh day is an holy convocation: ye shall do no servile work therein. And the LORD spake
unto Moses, saying, Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, When ye be come into the land
which | give unto you, and shall reap the harvest thereof, then ye shall bring a sheaf of the firstfruits of your
harvest unto the priest: And he shall wave the sheaf before the LORD, to be accepted for you: on the
morrow after the sabbath [N2WD ‘m_[));m - “mimacharath haShabbath”; LXX - 1§ &maopiov Tfg

TPWTNG — “t& epaurion tés protes™] the priest shall wave it. ... And ye shall count unto you from the

morrow after the sabbath [ﬂé\{)D NIANMIN - “mimacharath haShabbath”; LXX - amo tijg émavpiov

1OV oapfarwyv — “apo tes epaurion ton sabbaton”], from the day that ye brought the sheaf of the wave
offering; seven sabbaths shall be complete.”

NOTE: - * In the LXX, the Greek expression in VS. 11 - Tfj émavpiov TH¢ TPWTNG — “t& epaurion tes
protés”, is translated as “the morrow of the first day”. This leaves us in no doubt, that the Jewish scholars
who translated the LXX from the Hebrew Old Testament, understood this verse to be referring to the day after
the first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread. That is, to the day after the annual Sabbath, which was the first
day of this Feast.

It was upon the 16t day of the 1st Hebrew month, that the presentation of the wave sheaf was offered. 3"
This is translated in the KJV as “on the morrow after the sabbath” [in VS. 11]; and as “from the morrow
after the sabbath” [in VS. 15].

So here are two clear occurrences where the Hebrew word ﬂ;l\’_) - “shabbath” is applied by Moses
to the rest day of the 1st day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread.

W We have now reached the place in our examination of the subject of the “sabbath” in Colossians 2:16, to
be able to answer the first question which | posed on PAGE 52: -

I. To what does the word “Sabbath” refer to in the Holy Scriptures?
We have found that there are eight definite things to which the Scriptures apply the word “sabbath”.

i.  The weekly seventh-day Sabbath of the Fourth Commandment;
i.  The annual Day of Blowing of the Trumpets;
ji. ~ The annual Day of Atonement;

iv.  The annual first and eighth days of the Feast of Tabernacles;

3 The Jewish historian Josephus understood that the 16t day of the 1st month, that is, the second day of the Feast of Unleavened
Bread, as being the day, when the wave sheaf was presented before the Lord.

“But on the second day of unleavened bread, which is the sixteenth day of the month, they first partake of the fruits of the earth,
for before that day they do not touch them. And while they suppose it proper to honor God, from whom they obtain this plentiful
provision, in the first place, they offer the first-fruits of their barley, and that in the manner following: They take a handful of the
ears, and dry them, then beat them small, and purge the barley from the bran; they then bring one tenth deal to the altar, to God; and,
casting one handful of it upon the fire, they leave the rest for the use of the priest.” — Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews: Book III;
Chapter X, Paragraph 5 — Greek Text 250.
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v.  The seven weeks that were to be counted leading up to the Feast of Weeks;
vi.  The Sabbatical year for the Land of Israel;

vii.  The counting of the seven weeks of years to count unto the jubilee; and,

vii.  The first day of the Feast of Unleavened Bread.

| can now consider the second question from PAGE 52: -

Il.  Having answered this question, how can we then tell which Sabbaths are being referred to in
Colossians 2:167

The answer is a rather simple one - by the surrounding context to which the word “sabbaths” appears.
In Colossians 2:16, “sabbaths” stands connected with a “feast” and a “new moon”.

We have previously found in our examination of Colossians 2:16, that there were three annual Hebrew
Feasts — Passover or Unleavened Bread; Harvest or Weeks; and Ingathering or Tabernacles. The “new moons”
helped determine the starting point from which to calculate the time for the respective annual holy convocations.
There were also at least two other annual time specific worship occasions, the Day of Blowing of Trumpets, and
the Day of Atonement, which formed NO part of the three annual Feasts. They were both also to be holy
convocations, and both were specifically called a “sabbath”. It is these two last mentioned annual holy
convocations of the Day of Blowing of Trumpets, and the Day of Atonement Sabbaths, that Paul is referring to
in Colossians 2:16.

In addition to all of the previous Biblical research, | offer also the following Biblical reasons as to Why the
weekly, seventh-day Sabbath is NOT one of the shadows contained in Colossians 2:16.

e In Colossians 2:14, we read that ‘the handwriting of debt with ordinances that was against us, which
was contrary to us’.

When we turn to the teachings of Jesus Christ, concerning the seventh-day Sabbath, Jesus as Lord of
the Sabbath day, reveals the truth that the Sabbath day was made for man.

Mark 2:27: - “And he said unto them, The sabbath was made for man, and not man for the sabbath.”

Below is the actual Greek text of this verse: -

Kai €Aeyev avToi¢, TO odBBaTov 81t TOV AvBpwITOV £YEVETO, OUX O GvBpwITOg S1G TO CGRRATOV"

The underlined portion above, is what | have underlined in the KJV translation.

The Greek words 816 Tov avBpwtrov — “dia ton anthropon”, reveal a simple truth concerning God’s
creating the Sabbath day for man [that is, for Adam, the first man].

The Greek preposition 816 — “dia” — Strong’s, Greek Number 1223, is in the accusative case. It is
defined as “B. with accusative ... Il. to indicate the reason — 1. the reason why something happens, results,
exists: because of, for the sake of ... 01 TOv avBpwmov for the sake of man Mk 2:27.” — BAGD., p. 181.
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= That is, the Sabbath is NOT something that was against or contrary to mankind or humanity. But rather, it

is something that was created for the sake of, or for the benefit of mankind or humanity. Therefore, in the
context of Colossians 2:14 — 17, the seventh-day Sabbath, is NOT part of ‘the handwriting of debt with
ordinances that was against us, which was contrary to us’.

e The five things mentioned in this verse, were all shadows of Christ. All shadows entered into the world,
as a result of the fall of our first parents, as a teaching method employed by the Lord, to point repentant
sinners to the coming Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, and the gospel plan of redemption through Christ.

e The weekly, seventh-day, Sabbath of the Fourth Commandment, was sanctified by our Creator God,
during the first seventh day of this world’s history. He did this because he himself had rested from all
his creative work on this day, and then he blessed and sanctified the seventh day of the week, because
he rested upon that day. This was before sin entered into this world, and therefore, before humanity
needed a Saviour or the Gospel, and before humanity needed any type of shadow, pointing forward to
a coming Redeemer.

Genesis 2:1 = 3: - “Thus the heavens and the earth were finished, and all the host of them. And on the seventh
day God ended his work which he had made; and he rested on the seventh day from all his work which he had
made. And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it: because that in it he had rested from all his
work which God created and made.”

e God himself gives us the reason for the Fourth Commandment's existence within the Ten
Commandment Moral Law. In this next passage, in VS. 11, the Lord reveals the reason WHY he has
commanded the observance of the seventh-day Sabbath. It is because of what he himself did during
the Creation Week. The Lord himself reveals the truth, that the seventh-day Sabbath is a MEMORIAL,
looking back to what he himself did in Creation Week.

Exodus 20:8 — 11: - “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy
work: But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor
thy son, nor thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy
gates: For [or because — compiler] in six days the LORD made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in
them is, and rested the seventh day: wherefore the LORD blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.32"

When Moses rehearsed for the next generation of the children of Israel, the reason for their observing
the seventh-day Sabbath, he refers them back, to the Lord delivering them from Egyptian bondage. In this
passage, Moses teaches the people of Israel, that the seventh-day Sabbath was a MEMORIAL, looking back to
what the Lord himself did to free the children of Israel from the slavery of Egyptian bondage.

Deuteronomy 5:12 - 15: - “Keep the sabbath day to sanctify it, as the LORD thy God hath commanded thee.
Six days thou shalt labour, and do all thy work: But the seventh day is the sabbath of the LORD thy God: in it

%2Jesus’ death upon the cross for our sins, and the justifying resurrection from the grave of our Lord and Saviour, CANNOT change or
abolish in any way, the reasons for the Creator God’s sanctification of the seventh-day Sabbath, at the end of the first seventh-day of
this world’s history. Christ's death and resurrection, CANNOT change or abolish the fact, that God rested from his work of creation on
the seventh-day; and it CANNOT change or abolish the fact, that God then blessed and hallowed [that is, sanctified] the seventh-day
as his Sabbath day.
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thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, nor thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor
thine ox, nor thine ass, nor any of thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates; that thy manservant and
thy maidservant may rest as well as thou. And remember that thou wast a servant in the land of Egypt, and
that the LORD thy God brought thee out thence through a mighty hand and by a stretched out arm:
therefore the LORD thy God commanded thee to keep the sabbath day.”

W The seventh-day Sabbath is a MEMORIAL looking back to what the Creator has done. It is NOT a shadow
or type, looking forward to the coming Saviour.

If humanity had never fallen, not one of the ceremonial shadows that are listed in Colossians 2:16,
would ever have been instituted by the Lord. This is because, there would have been no need for a Saviour, or
for a Gospel to save unfallen men and women. But the seventh-day Sabbath of the Fourth Commandment of
the Decalogue, would still have been observed by unfallen men and women, in honour of their Creator God.

And as proof of this Biblical truth, we find that the gospel prophet Isaiah, has recorded the prophecy,
that when sin and sinners have been dealt with by the Lord, in the Final Judgment, and this old, sin cursed
earth is recreated by the Lord, that the saved and redeemed saints of God, will come together to worship their
God, their Creator and their Redeemer, upon every Sabbath day, throughout the ceaseless ages of eternity.

Isaiah 66:22 & 23: - “For as the new heavens and the new earth, which | will make, shall remain before me,
saith the LORD, so shall your seed and your name remain. And it shall come to pass, that from one new moon
to another, and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith the LORD.”
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COLOSSIANS 2:17: -

Greek Received Text: - G €071 oKIG TV YeAASVTWY, TO d€ oGua XpioTod.

English Transliteration: - ha esti skia ton mellonton, to de soma Christou.

KJV English Translation: - “Which are a shadow of things to come; but the body is of Christ.”

The five things that | have just examined in VS. 16, are described by the Apostle Paul as being
shadows of things to come, but the body is of Christ.

That is, eating and drinking; a feast; a new moon, and sabbaths, are shadows of things to come; but
the body is [that is, the reality is] Christ.3

33 An alternative belief concerning to what “the body” of Christ in VS. 17 is referring to, applies this expression to the Church of Christ,
which is his body. It needs to be noted that in the second part of VS. 17 - “but the body is of Christ.”, the word “is” has been supplied
by the KJV translators. It must also be acknowledged that in the Greek text, there is no word for “is” in this part of the verse. If the
supplied word is omitted, the expression would then read as, “but the body of Christ”, which then refers to the Church of Christ as
being the reality.

The Greek word that has been translated as “body” in this verse, is the word a@pa — “soma” — Strong’s, Greek, Number
4983. It appears 8 times in the Book of Colossians. It is defined as “1. body of man or animal — a. dead body, corpse ... b. the living
body ... 2. plural owyata slaves ... 4. of the body that casts a shadow, in contrast to the okid ... the thing itself, the reality Col 2:17.
5. the Christian cimmunity, the church as a unified g@pa ...” — BAGD., pp. 799 & 800.

It should be acknowledgd that the Apostle Paul does indeed define the church of Christ as being the body of Christ, in a
number of verses within his epistle to the Colossians.

Colossians 1:18: - “And he is the head of the body [c@pa - “soma”], the church: who is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead;
that in all things he might have the preeminence.”

Colossians 1:24: - “Who now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up that which is behind of the afflictions of Christ in my flesh for
his body's [o®pa - “soma”] sake, which is the church.”

Colossians 2:19: - “And not holding the Head, from which all the body [o@ua - “soma”] by joints and bands having nourishment
ministered, and knit together, increaseth with the increase of God.”

Therefore, the second part of Colossians 2:17 would be understood as follows, “but the body of Christ, that is, his church”.
Its interpretation would then be along the lines of,

“Christians are not to allow any man to judge them in how they observe the festivities of God's Holy Days, but are to let the
church of God - the body of Christ - teach them how to properly observe them to the glory of Christ, the very Head of the Body, the
Church.” — “Colossians,” Commentary on the New Testament”; by R. C. H. Lenski, pp. 125 & 126 [1998 printing].

While the compiler does not believe that this understanding of the second part of Colossians 2:17 is as sound as the view |
have outlined above, it does have some Biblical evidence to support it, which | have just shared with the reader.
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The Greek word that has been translated as “shadow” is the word okid - “skia” — Strong’s, Greek
Number, 4639. It is defined as “1. shade, shadow — a. literally ... b. figuratively ... 2. shadow, foreshadowing (in
contrast to reality: ... ) ok T@v pyeAoviwv a foreshadowing of what is to come Col 2:17 (opposite to 10

owya ...” - BAGD., p. 755.

NOTE: - The word okid - “skia” appears seven times in the New Testament. Four of its occurrences clearly
fall under Definition Number 1 as listed above, in Matthew 4:16; Mark 4:32; Luke 1:79 & Acts 5:15.

There are three verses in the New Testament which clearly fall under Definition Number 2 above, which
are found in Colossians 2:17; Hebrews 8:5 & 10:1.

But before | turn to these two other verses in the Book of Hebrews in relation to “the shadows”, | want
to touch on another portion of the Greek text of Colossians 2:17.

The English words that have been translated as “of things to come” in Colossians 2:17, have been
translated from the Greek words TGV peAAOVTWY - “ton mellonton”. This is a Present Participle form, of the
Greek verb péAAw - “mell6” - Strong’s, Greek Number, 3195.

The “things to come” are also mentioned by the Apostle Paul in the Book of Hebrews. These two
concepts of “shadows” and of “things to come” that are clearly stated in Colossians 2:17, in the Book of
Hebrews revolve around the Earthly Tabernacle and Priests, and the Law of animal sacrifices. Let us read this
truth in the next two passages.

And as we now turn to these other two passages concerning “shadows”, they do indeed shed further
light on the shadows that were pointing forward to Christ, who is the Reality.

Hebrews 8:4 & 5: - “For if he were on earth, he should not be a priest, seeing that there are priests that offer
gifts according to the law: Who serve unto the example and shadow [okid — “skia”] of heavenly things, as
Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou make
all things according to the pattern showed to thee in the mount.”

NOTE: - The earthly priests who offered gifts according to the law, served as an example and shadow [okié —
“skia”] of heavenly things; that is, of the heavenly High Priesthood of Jesus Christ, and of the true Tabernacle
in heaven.

Hebrews 10:1: - “For the law having a shadow [okid — “skia”] of good things to come [péAAw - “mello”],
and not the very image of the things, can never with those sacrifices which they offered year by year continually
make the comers thereunto perfect.”

NOTE: - The law that required sacrifices being offered yearly, was a shadow [oki& - “skia”] of the good things
to come.
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Christ has become a High Priest “of good things to come”, of the more perfect Tabernacle that was
not made by human hands, and who has entered once into this Sanctuary by his own blood, having obtained
eternal redemption. [This true Tabernacle and Sanctuary is in Heaven — See Hebrews 8:1 & 2.]

Hebrews 9:11 & 12 — “But Christ being come an high priest of good things to come [péAAw - “mello”], by
a greater and more perfect tabernacle, not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building; Neither by the
blood of goats and calves, but by his own blood he entered in once into the holy place34, having obtained

eternal redemption for us.”

3 The translation “into the holy place” as rendered by the King James Version translators is incorrect. The Greek words that have
been incorrectly translated are €ig 1o @yia - "eis ta hagia" — This is in the Neuter, Plural and Accusative Case, and should be

translated as “into the sanctuary”.
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CONCLUSION: -

In the context of Colossians 2:13 - 17, and linked together with the apostle’s use of the word
“shadows” [oKIa — “skia”] that is also used in Hebrews 8:4 & 5 & 10:1, and also his use of the words “things
to come” [[uéAAW - “melld”] that is also used in Hebrews 9:11 & 10:1, the things that pointed forward to the
body, or reality of Christ are the following items: -

The Hebrew worship services associated with the Levitical priests, the earthly Tabernacle, the various
animal sacrifices and offerings, couped together with the annual feasts, new moons and annual sabbaths of the
Day of Blowing of Trumpets, and the Day of Atonement which were all contained in “the handwriting of debt
with ordinances”, found in the Mosiac Law.

It is all of these shadowy, ceremonial services and ordinances that pointed forward to Christ our
Saviour, which Jesus blotted out, nailing them to his cross. And by means of his death upon the cross, he
triumphed openly over the “principalities and powers” of the “wicked spirits” [see marginal reading] in high
places [Ephesians 6:12], having spoiled them of their spiritual power.

There is no evidence from examining the surrounding context of this passage, that the Apostle Paul is
referring to the Moral Law of God’s Ten Commandments in any way.
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APPENDIX: -

THE APOSTLE PAUL TESTIFIED THAT HE WAS A SABBATH-KEEPER!

| have examined within the body of this Study Document, the common belief that the Apostle Paul in
Colossians 2:13 — 17, is teaching the abolition of the seventh-day Sabbath. | have established beyond any
reasonable doubt, from the Scriptures alone, that this belief although popular is indeed a misconceived error.

The theologians, gospel ministers and individual Christians who believe in this popular misconception,
don't actually realize that they are making the Apostle Paul contradict his own recorded public staments found
within the Book of Acts. There are a number of clear statements made publicly by the inspired apostle, which
establish the truth, that the Apostle Paul personally, was a seventh-day Sabbath-keeper, throughout all his
years of gospel ministry. Thus, this popular error is in conflict with the apostle’s own publicly recorded
statements as found in the Book of Acts.

STATEMENT 1: - Acts 25:7 & 8: - “And when he was come, the Jews which came down from Jerusalem stood
round about, and laid many and grievous complaints against Paul, which they could not prove. While he
answered for himself, Neither against the law of the Jews, neither against the temple, nor yet against
Caesar, have | *offended any thing at all.”

NOTE: - *The Greek word that is translated as “have ... offended" is the word apaprévw - “hamartansd’ -
Strong’s, Greek Number, 264. It is defined as “(in the sense transgress, sin against divinity, custom, or law ... )
do wrong, sin of offenses against the religious and moral law of God.” - BAGD., p. 42.

From the apostle Paul's own public testimony, he stated plainly that he had NOT sinned in any thing at
all, “against the law of the Jews”. This law also included the fourth Commandment relating to the seventh-day
Sabbath. Paul could not truthfully make such a public statement, if he was a Sabbath-breaker. He could only
truthfully make such a statement, if he was a personal observer of the seventh-day Sabbath, throughout his
many years of gospel ministry.

STATEMENT 2: - Acts 28:17: - “And it came to pass, that after three days Paul called the chief of the Jews
together: and when they were come together, he said unto them, Men and brethren, though | have
committed nothing against the people, or customs of our fathers, yet was | delivered prisoner from
Jerusalem into the hands of the Romans.”

NOTE: - Several important points can be gathered from this important statement from Paul's own lips: -

|.  Paul made this statement at the end of the Book of Acts, towards the end of his gospel ministry and life.

ll.  Paul was addressing “the chief of the Jews” at Rome. In other words, the leaders of the Jewish
community at Rome.

lll.  He stated to these Jewish leaders that, “l have committed nothing against the people (that is,
against his Jewish brethren - compiler), or customs of our fathers.” Paul could not truthfully make this
statement concerning his personally not doing anything against the Hebrew “customs of the fathers”,
if he did not observe the seventh-day Sabbath. Why? Because of the following commandment by the
Lord, to the children of Israel: -

Exodus 31:16 & 17: - “Wherefore the children of Israel shall keep the sabbath, to observe the sabbath
throughout their generations, for a perpetual covenant. It is a sign between me and the children of Israel for
ever: for in six days the Lord made heaven and earth, and on the seventh day he rested, and was refreshed.”
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Paul still classed himself, as a Hebrew and an Israelite, after his conversion to Christ.
2nd Corinthians 11:22: - “Are they Hebrews? so am I. Are they Israelites? so am |. Are they the seed of
Abraham? so am I.”
NOTE: - Therefore, the apostle would still be observing the seventh-day Sabbath, which the Lord had
commanded to Israel, as recorded in Exodus 31:16 & 17. Otherwise, he would be doing something that was
clearly contrary to “the customs of our fathers.”

Throughout the Book of Acts, the unbelieving Jews followed Paul around on his missionary journeys;
they stirred up the unbelieving Gentiles against him; they tried to prejudice the civil authorities with false reports
against Paul. And yet, they never accused Paul and his companions of being Sabbath-breakers. This in itself is
a powerful testimony that Paul was a seventh-day Sabbath-keeper throughout his gospel ministry.

STATEMENT 3: - Acts 24:14 & 15: - “But this | confess unto thee, that after the way which they call heresy, so
worship | the God of my fathers, believing all things which are written in the law and in the prophets: And
have hope toward God, which they themselves also allow, that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of
the just and unjust.”

NOTE: - Paul stated plainly in VS. 14, that he still believed in “all things which are written in the law and in
the prophets”- that is, in the Old Testament writings.

Turning to these inspired writings, particularly those that relate to the first coming of the "MESSIAH" -
that is, the "CHRIST", there are NO prophecies at all, none whatsoever, concerning the coming “MESSIAH”,
which predict that he was to abolish the Law of Ten Commandments; or that he was to abolish the seventh-day
Sabbath of the Fourth Commandment. There are NO such prophecies to be found in “the law and the
prophets”, relating to the “MESSIAH” and his mission. But there are some clear statements found in “the law
and the prophets”, which the Apostle Paul still believed in, which have a direct bearing on the issue of the Law
of God, and the seventh-day Sabbath. For example: -

Paul still believed in the Fourth Commandment.

Exodus 20:8 - 11: - “Remember the sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days shalt thou labour, and do all thy work:
But the seventh day is the sabbath of the Lord thy God: in it thou shalt not do any work, thou, nor thy son, nor
thy daughter, thy manservant, nor thy maidservant, nor thy cattle, nor thy stranger that is within thy gates: For in
six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and all that in them is, and rested the seventh day:
wherefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day, and hallowed it.”

NOTE: - It would be impossible for Paul to still believe in all that was written in the “LAW AND THE
PROPHETS”, if the Ten Commandment Law, which included the seventh-day Sabbath, had been abolished by
Christ's death, as you cannot still believe in something, that is supposed to no longer exist!

Paul still believed in the command of Exodus 31:16 & 17 (which is found in the “Law of Moses”, and
which | have just examined in STATEMENT 2), where the Lord commanded Israel to keep the Sabbath day
forever, as a sign that the Lord is the Creator of heaven and earth.

Paul still believed in the plain statement in the Book of Psalms, were the Psalmist stated clearly, that
all of God's Commandments stand for ever.
Psalm 111:7 & 8: - “The works of his hands are verity and judgment; all his commandments are sure. They
stand fast for ever and ever, and are done in truth and uprightness.”

Paul still believed in the prophecy found in “THE PROPHETS”, relating to the New Heavens and the
New Earth, where all the righteous will come and worship before the Lord every Sabbath day, throughout
eternity
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Isaiah 66:22 & 23: - “For as the new heavens and the new earth, which | will make, shall remain before
me, saith the Lord, so shall your seed and your name remain. And it shall come to pass, that from one new
moon to another, and from one sabbath to another, shall all flesh come to worship before me, saith the
Lord.”

The Apostle Paul still believed in the prophecy found in “the prophets”, where the Lord promised to
make a New Covenant with the house of Israel (we note, that the Covenant is not made with the Gentiles), and
the Lord would write his Law or “Torah”, upon the hearts and minds of his people.

Jeremiah 31:31 - 34: - “Behold, the days come, saith the Lord, that | will make a new covenant with the
house of Israel, and with the house of Judah: Not according to the covenant that | made with their fathers in
the day that | took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt; which my covenant they brake,
although | was an husband unto them, saith the Lord: But this shall be the covenant that | will make with the
house of Israel; After those days, saith the Lord, | will put *my law in their inward parts, and write it in
their hearts; and will be their God, and they shall be my people. And they shall teach no more every man his
neighbour, and every man his brother, saying, Know the Lord: for they shall all know me, from the least of them
unto the greatest of them, saith the Lord: for | will forgive their iniquity, and | will remember their sin no more.”
NOTE: - *The Hebrew word for “my law” in VS. 33, is the word ﬂ]ﬁﬂ - “torah” - Strong's, Hebrew Number,
8451. Not only does the Lord provide forgiveness of his people's sins in the New Covenant, but also he
promises to write his law - torah in the hearts and minds of his people. Instead of the New Covenant abolishing
God’s “law”, it actually establishes it in the hearts and lives of his people. Clearly, Paul would have been an
observer of the seventh-day Sabbath, which is found in the Fourth Commandment of the “law” of the Lord. This
passage from the prophet Jeremiah’s writings, is one of the prophecies that is found in “the prophets”, which
the Apostle Paul still believed in.

W Clearly, all this Biblical evidence from the Book of Acts, demonstrates that the popular misconception

concerning Paul's supposed teaching in Colossians 2:13 — 17 and the seventh-day Sabbath, is just that — a
popular misconception!

PAGE 70



ADDITIONAL WITNESSES RELATING TO THE HEBREW AND GREEK WORDS USED IN
NUMBERS 28 & 29, FOR A “MEAT OFFERING”, AND FOR A “DRINK OFFERING”: -

Numbers 28:5: - “And a tenth part of an ephah of flour for a meat offering [ﬂl:);)_ﬁ? - “Pmin’chah’; LXX - ¢ig
Buoiav - “eis thusian”], mingled with the fourth part of an hin of beaten oil.”

Numbers 28:7: - “And the drink offering [\1'3?3] - “w’nis’ko”; LXX - Kai omovdnv alTod - “Kai spondeén
autou”] thereof shall be the fourth part of an hin for the one lamb: in the holy place shalt thou cause the strong
wine to be poured unto the LORD for a drink offering []D)) - “nesek”; LXX - omwovdfv - “sponden”].”

Numbers 28:10: - “This is the burnt offering of every sabbath, beside the continual burnt offering, and his drink
offering [N2D)) - “w’nis’kah”; LXX - kai TRv omovdiiv aUTod - “kai ten sponden autou”].”

Numbers 28:12: - “And three tenth deals of flour for a meat offering fﬂDJD - “min’chah”] , mingled with oil,

for one bullock; and two tenth deals of flour for a meat offering fﬂDJD - “min’chah”], mingled with oil, for
one ram.”

Numbers 28:13: - “And a several tenth deal of flour mingled with oil for a meat offering [hDJ)D - “min’chah”;

LXX - Buaiav - “thusian”] unto one lamb; for a burnt offering of a sweet savour, a sacrifice made by fire unto
the LORD.”

Numbers 28:14: - “And their drink offerings [Dﬁ’??)] - “w’nis’keyhem”; LXX - 'H omovdi} auTt@Vv -
“He spondé auton”] shall be half an hin of wine unto a bullock, and the third part of an hin unto a ram, and a
fourth part of an hin unto a lamb: this is the burnt offering of every month throughout the months of the year.”

Numbers 28:15: - “And one kid of the goats for a sin offering unto the LORD shall be offered, beside the
continual burnt offering, and his drink offering [13?3] - “W’nis’ko”; LXX - kai ) orovdn avtod - “kai he

spondé autou”].”

Numbers 28:20: - “And their meat offering [DJ]DJ)‘N - “umin’chatham”; LXX - Kai Bucia aut®v - “Kai

thusia auton”] shall be of flour mingled with oil: three tenth deals shall ye offer for a bullock, and two tenth
deals for a ram.”

Numbers 28:24: - “After this manner ye shall offer daily, throughout the seven days, the meat of the sacrifice
made by fire, of a sweet savour unto the LORD: it shall be offered beside the continual burnt offering, and his

drink offering [1'3?3] - “w’nis’ko”; LXX - Trjv orovdiv autod - “ten spondén autou”].”

Numbers 28:26: - “Also in the day of the firstfruits, when ye bring a new meat offering [1)J)] - “min’chah”;

LXX - Guoiav - “thusian”] unto the LORD, after your weeks be out, ye shall have an holy convocation; ye shall
do no servile work.”
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Numbers 28:28: - “And their meat offering [DJ]DJfD] - “umin’chatham; LXX - 'H 8ucia auTGv - “He
thusia auton”] of flour mingled with oil, three tenth deals unto one bullock, two tenth deals unto one ram.”

Numbers 29:3: - “And their meat offering [DJ]DJfQ] - “umin’chatham”; LXX - 'H Buoia a0TGV - “He
thusia auton”] shall be of flour mingled with oil, three tenth deals for a bullock, and two tenth deals for a ram.”

Numbers 29:9: - “And their meat offering [DJ]DJfQ] - “umin’chatham”; LXX - ‘H Buoia a0TGV - “He
thusia auton”] shall be of flour mingled with oil, three tenth deals to a bullock, and two tenth deals to one ram.”

Numbers 29:14: - “And their meat offering [DQDJ)b1 - “umin’chatham”; LXX - Ai Bugial auTt®v - “Hai

thusiai auton”] shall be of flour mingled with oil, three tenth deals unto every bullock of the thirteen bullocks,
two tenth deals to each ram of the two rams.”

Numbers 29:18: - “And their meat offering [DT)J)] - “umin’chatham”; LXX - 'H Bucia auT@V - “He

thusia auton”] and their drink offerings [DTZI’Q?J] - “w’nis’keyhem”; LXX - kai ] omovdn alT®V -

“kai hé sponde auton”] for the bullocks, for the rams, and for the lambs, shall be according to their number,
after the manner.”

Numbers 29:19: - “And one kid of the goats for a sin offering; beside the continual burnt offering, and the meat
offering thereof [ T)NJ)I - “umin’chathah”; LXX - ai Buoicl avT@wv - “hai thusiai auton”], and their

drink offerings [D7)>2D2)) - “w’nis’keyhem”; LXX - kai ai orovSai awtdv - “kai hai spondai auton”].”

Numbers 29:21: - “And their meat offering [DT)))? - “umin’chatham”; LXX - 'H Bugia auT@V - “He
thusia auton] and their drink offerings [Dﬁ’??)] - “w’nis’keyhem”; LXX - kai i omovdn avt®v -

“kai hé spondé auton”] for the bullocks, for the rams, and for the lambs, shall be according to their number,
after the manner.”

Numbers 29:22: - “And one goat for a sin offering; beside the continual burnt offering, and his meat offering
[MTNIII -“umin’chathah”; LXX - ai Bugicn abTGv - “hai thusiai auton”], and his drink offering

[M2DI) - “wnis’kah”; LXX - kai ai oovBai a0tV - “kai hai spondai auton”].”

Numbers 29:24: - “Their meat offering [DTIN))] - “min’chatham”; LXX - Ai Bucial aUTGv - “Hai thusiai

auton”] and their drink offerings [Dﬁ’@??] - “w’nis’keyhem”; LXX - kai ai oov8ai aUTGV - “kai hai

spondai auton”] for the bullocks, for the rams, and for the lambs, shall be according to their number, after the
manner.”

Numbers 29:25: - “And one kid of the goats for a sin offering; beside the continual burnt offering, his meat
offering [MTNIN - “min’chathah”; LXX - ai Buoia aUTGV - “hai thusiai auton™], and his drink offering

[M2DI) - “w'nis’kah”; LXX - kai ai omovdai autdv - “kai hai spondai auton”].”
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Numbers 29:27: - “And their meat offering [DT)NJ)I7 - “umin’chatham”; LXX - Ai 6uoiai a0TGV - “Hai

thusiai auton”] and their drink offerings [Dﬁl’@p)] - “w’nis’keyhem”; LXX - kai ai omovdai aut@®v -

“kai hai spondai auton”] for the bullocks, for the rams, and for the lambs, shall be according to their number,
after the manner.”

Numbers 29:28: - “And one goat for a sin offering; beside the continual burnt offering, and his meat offering
[MTNIII - “umin’chathah”; LXX - ai Buoion abtGv - “hai thusiai auton”], and his drink offering

[M2DI) - “wnis’kah”; LXX - kai ai owovdai aUTGV - “kai hai spondai auton”].”

Numbers 29:30: - “And their meat offering [DT11J)23 - “umin’chatham”; LXX - Ai Bugial aUTGv - “Hai

thusiai auton”] and their drink offerings [Diﬁ’??)] - “w’nis’keyhem”; LXX - kai ai gmrovdai aut®v —

“kai hai spondai auton”] for the bullocks, for the rams, and for the lambs, shall be according to their number,
after the manner.”

Numbers 29:31: - “And one goat for a sin offering; beside the continual burnt offering, his meat offering
[MTNIND - “min’chathah”; LXX - ai Buoiai aUTGv - “hai thusiai auton”], and his drink offering

[10°20J3 - “un’sakeyah”; LXX - kai ai owovdai a0TGYV - “kai hai spondai auton”].”

Numbers 29:33: - “And their meat offering [DT)NJ)IY - “umin’chatham”; LXX - Ai Buoia a0TGV - “Hai

thusiai auton”] and their drink offerings [DTPDUJW - “w’nis’kehem”; LXX - kai ai omovdai aUT®V —

“kai hai spondai auton”] for the bullocks, for the rams, and for the lambs, shall be according to their number,
after the manner.”

Numbers 29:34: - “And one goat for a sin offering; beside the continual burnt offering, his meat offering
[ATNINI - “min’chathah”; LXX - ai Buciol a0T®V - “hai thusiai auton”], and his drink offering

[M2DI) - “wnis’kah”; LXX - kai ai owovdai a0TGV” - “kai hai spondai auton”].”

Numbers 29:37: - “Their meat offering [DT)NJ)] - “min’chatham”; LXX - Ai 8uoiai a0tV - “Hai thusiai

auton”] and their drink offerings [Dij’??)] - “w’nis’keyhem”; LXX - kai ai omovdai aUt®v - “kai hai

spondai auton”] for the bullock, for the ram, and for the lambs, shall be according to their number, after the
manner.”

Numbers 29:38: - “And one goat for a sin offering; beside the continual burnt offering, and his meat offering
[MTNIII - “umin’chathah”; LXX - ai Buoion abtdv - “hai thusiai auton”], and his drink offering

[M2DI) - “wnis’kah”; LXX - kai ai oovBai a0tV - “kai hai spondai auton”].”

Numbers 29:39: - “These things ye shall do unto the LORD in your set feasts, beside your vows, and your
freewill offerings, for your burnt offerings, and for your meat offerings [D?’Db;)_ﬁ?ﬂ -

“ul’min’chotheykem”; LXX - kai Tag Buoiag Upyv - “kai tas thusias humon”], and for your drink
offerings [D;}’??J?ﬁ - “ul’nis’keykem”; LXX - kai Tag orovdag UMMV - “kai tas spondas humon”],
and for your peace offerings.”
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TABLE A - HOW THE LXX HAS APPLIED THE GREEK NOUN £optA} - “heorté”: -

NOTE: - Only the occurrences of the Greek Noun €opth — “heorté” in the LXX will be included, that occur in

the inspired Hebrew Old Testament.

BIBLE TEXT IN LXX: -

THE GREEK TEXT: -

BRENTON'S ENGLISH
TRANSLATION: -

Exodus 10:9

kat Aéyel Mwuong: ouv
101G VEQAVIOKOIG Kat
TPECPUTEPOIG
TopeUoOpEda, oLV TOIg
uloig Kai Buyarpaot Kai
mpoBaToic kAt - Pouciv
Nu@v: €0TI yap €opTn)
Kupiovu.

“And Moses said, We will go
with the young and the old,
with  our sons, and
daughters, and sheep, and
oxen, for it is a feast of the
Lord.”

Exodus 12:14

kat €otal 1) nuépa O
a0 PvnuOCUVOV:  Kal
£0PTAOETE AUV £0PTRV
Kupiw ¢l maoag T1ag
VEVEXG  UP@V:  VOUINOV

aiwVvIoV £0PTATETE AUTIV.

“And this day shall be to you
a memorial, and ye shall
keep it a feast to the Lord
through all your
generations; ye shall keep it
a feast for a perpetual
ordinance.”

Exodus 13:6

£¢ Nuépag £de0Be &lupa,
M 0¢ Muépa ) ERSOHN)
£optn) Kupiour

“Six days ye shall eat
unleavened bread, and on
the seventh day is a feast
to the Lord.”

Exodus 23:15

Trv £0pTNV TWV &JUPWV
QUAGEOODE  TTOIELY:  ETTTCX
1uépag
KaBATIEP EVETEINGUNV TOl,

€deabe  alupa,
KOTGx TOV KOIPOV TOU UNVOG
TV VEWV: €V yap avTQ
£¢nNABeg ¢ Atyvtrrou, ovk

“Take heed to keep the
feast of unleavened
bread: seven days ye shall
eat unleavened bread, as |
charged thee at the season
of the month of new corn,
for in it thou camest out of
Egypt: thou shalt not appear
before me empty.”

Exodus 23:16 x2

oponomn  Evamdv  pou
KEVOG.

kat  €optr)v  Bepiopov
TIPWTOYEVVNUATWY

TIOINOEIG TV £PYwV OOU,
@V &av OTEPNG &V T
QAYPQ 00U, Kai €0pTnV

“And thou shalt keep the
feast of the harvest of first-
fruits  of thy labours,
whatsoever thou shalt have
sown in thy field, and the
feast of completion at the
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ouvteheiag &m &§odou
TOU  €VIQUTOD &V TN
ouvaywyt) Tv €pywv oou
TGV €K TOU Aypov OO0U.

end of the year in the
gathering in of thy fruits out
of thy field.”

Exodus 23:18

otav yap ékBahw Tax €6vn
ATIO TIPOOTIOU OOU Kai
EUTAATOVW Tx OpI& 00U,
oV BvOoEIg &L (V) aiua
Buoiaopardg pou, ov Oe
U1 KkounBr) oTéap TNG
£€0pTNG HOU EWwG TTPWTL.

“For when [ shall have cast
out the nations from before
thee, and shall have
widened thy borders, thou
shalt not offer the blood of
my sacrifice with leaven,
neither must the fat of my
feast abide till the morning.”

Exodus 32:5

Kal dcov "Aapawv
wkodopnae  BualaaTrpiov
KaTévavrl  avTov,  Kai
€KNpuiev "Aapwv Aéywv-
goptmiv. tov  Kupiou
avpiov.

“And Aaron having seen it
built an altar before it, and
Aaron made proclamation
saying, To-morrow is a
feast of the Lord.”

Exodus 34:18

Kai TRV £0pTNV TV
AlOpWY  QUAGEN-  ETTa
nUépag  gayn - adupa,
kaBatep évrétaluai ool,
€1G TOV KAIPOV &V UNVL TV
VEWV" &V Yap PNVl TV
VEWV €CnABeG £¢ AlyvTTTou.

‘And thou shalt keep the
feast of unleavened
bread: seven days shalt
thou eat unleavened bread,
as | have charged thee, at
the season in the month of
new corn; for in the month
of new corn thou camest out
from Egypt.”

Exodus 34:22 x2

KaiL €optrv £Rdopadwv
TOINOEIG  {OI,  APXNV
Bepiogovb TUPOUL,  Kat
£0pTNV ouvaywyng
HEGOTVTOG TOU EVIAUTOD.

“And thou shalt keep to me
the feast of weeks, the
beginning of wheat-harvest;
and the feast of
ingathering in the middle of
the year.”

Exodus 34:25

0V OQALEIG &ML (VN atua
BuciaouaTwy Jou, Kai ov
Koluneroetar €ig 10 MPWL
Bvpara  €opTng  TOL
TAoYa.

“Thou shalt not offer the
blood of my sacrifices with
leaven, neither shall the
sacrifices of the feast of
the passover remain till the
morning.”

Leviticus 22:21

kat  avlpwtog  O¢ av
TIPOOEVEYKT) Buaiav

“And whatsoever man shall
offer a peace-offering to the
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owmnpiou  T@  Kuplw
dlaoTeihag VXNV 1) KaTx
aipeaiv 1) &v Taig £opraig
VM@V, €K TV BoukoAiwv
N € Twv TPOPRATWY
APWPOV  EQTAI ELOEKTOV,
&G PWHOG OUK €0Tal €V
avTQ.

Lord, discharging a vow, or
in the way of free-will-
offering, or an offering in
your feasts, of the herds or
of the sheep, it shall be
without blemish for
acceptance: there shall be
no blemish in it.”

Leviticus 23:2 X2

A&Anoov  TOI¢  ULOIG
‘lopanA, kai €petg PO
avTovg ai  €opTai
Kupiou, &¢  KoAéoete
avTaG KANT&G ayiag, avtal
€101V AL €0pTaL POU.

“Speak to the children of
Israel, and thou shalt say
unto them, The feasts of
the Lord which ye shall call
holy assemblies, these are
my feasts.”

Leviticus 23:4

Avtal  ai  éoprai T
Kupicw kAnrai ayial, ég
KOAEOETE AUTAXG €V TOLG
KQIPOTG VTV,

“These are the feasts to
the Lord, holy
convocations, which ye
shall call in their seasons.”

Leviticus 23:6

KAL €V Tr) TIEVIEKQIOEKATT)
NUEPQ TOL PNVOG TOUTOU
£0pT1) TV AJUPWV TQ
Kupiw® éma mpuépag
alupa €60,

“And on the fifteenth day of
this month is the feast of
unleavened bread to the
Lord; seven days shall ye
eat unleavened bread.”

Leviticus 23:34

A&Anoov  TOI¢  ULOIG
‘lopan)A,  Aéywve )
TIEVIEKQIQEKATT) TOU UNVOG
00  €BGOJou  TOUTOU
£0pTr] OKNV@WV  ETMTX
1pEPag 16 Kupicy.

“Speak to the children of
Israel, saying, On the
fifteenth day of this seventh
month, there shall be a
feast of tabernacles seven
days to the Lord.”

Leviticus 23:37

Avtar éoprai Kupiew, &g
KOAEOETE  KANTAG  &xyiag,
WOTE TTPOCEVEYKA
kapmepara T - Kupiow,
ohokautwpata Kai Buoiag
QUTQV KAt OTTOVOKXG
avTV To KB’ 1pépav £ig
Nuépav:

“These are the feasts to
the Lord, which ye shall call
holy convocations, to offer
burnt-offerings to the Lord,
whole-burnt-offerings  and
their meat-offerings, and
their drink-offerings, that for
each day on its day.”
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Leviticus 23:44

Kat é\aAnoe Mwuong Tag
éoptag Kupiou 101G ULOIg
"lopanA.

“And Moses recounted the
feasts of the Lord to the
children of Israel.”

Numbers 10:10

Kat év Tatg muépaig g
£VPPOCVLVNG VPV KAl &V
TALG £0PTALG VPV KL €V
TAI¢  voupnvialg  UP@v
OQATTIELTE  TOLG  OAATTIVEIV
£TTL TOLG OAOKAUTHAOT KAt
ML TAIG Buoiaig TV
owmnpiwv VU@V, Kai éaTal
VULV Qvapvnolg évavtl 100
Oeov PV éyw Kvpiog 6
€0 VPV.

“And in the days of your
gladness, and in your
feasts, and in your new
moons, ye shall sound with
the trumpets at your whole-
burnt-offerings, and at the
sacrifices of your peace-
offerings; and there shall be
a memorial for you before
your God: | am the Lord
your God.”

Numbers 15:3

Kat TTOIMOEIG
ohokautauata Kupiw,
Ohokaptwpa 1) Buaiav,
Heyahovar goxnv 1 ka@’
éKOVOIOV T} &V Taig
€0pTai§ VMV TOMOal
OouT)V evwdiag T Kupiw,
€l P&V &TIO Tav Boav m
ATTO TGOV TTPORATWY,

“And thou wilt offer whole-
burnt-offerings to the Lord,
a whole-burnt-offering or a
meat-offering to perform a
vow, or a free-will offering,
or to offer in your feasts a
sacrifice of sweet savour to
the Lord, whether of the
herd or the flock:"

Numbers 28:2

évrelhal Toig uioig ‘lopamA
KaL €pElg TPOG avTOUG
Aéywv: T dwpda  pou
dOuaT& WOU  KAPTTCOMATA
Hou €ig ooumVv evwdiag
dIOTNPT|OETE  TIPOOPEPEIV
€HOL &V TALG £0PTALS HOU.

“Charge the children of
Israel, and thou shalt speak
to them, saying, Ye shall
observe to offer to me in
my feasts my gifts, my
presents, my burnt-offerings
for a  sweet-smelling
savour.”

Numbers 28:17

KAl Tr)  TIEVIEKQIDEKATT)
NUEPQ TOU PNVOG TOUTOU
€0pT1)  EMTX  1|UEPQG
alupa €606,

“And on the fifteenth day of
this month is a feast; seven
days ye shall eat
unleavened bread.”

Numbers 29:12

Kai 1  mevrekaidekam)
NUéPa  TOL  PNVOg  TOU
€BdoOU TOUTOU ETTiKANTOG

“And on the fifteenth day of
this seventh month ye shall
have a holy convocation; ye
shall do no servile work;
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ayla  €otal VP, Tav
épyov  AaTpeutov 0V
TIOITOETE. KOl £0PTAOATE
avmyv  €optnv  Kupicw
ETITO MUEPQ.

and ye shall keep it a feast
to the Lord seven days.”

Numbers 29:39

Tavta momoete Kupicw év
Taig £opTaig LPwV, TATV
TV EVXWV VU@V, Kai Tox
€KOUOIO VPV KAl T
OAoKauTPOTA VU@V Kait
1&g Buoiag VPV KAl T&g
ommovdxg VPV Kai  Ta
OWTHPI0 LPQV.

“These sacrifices shall ye
offer to the Lord in your
feasts, besides your vows;
and ye shall offer your free-
will-offerings  and  your
whole-burnt-offerings, and
your meat-offerings and
your drink-offerings, and
your peace-offerings.”

Deuteronomy 16:8

€§ Muépag payn adupa,
Kai ) Muépa ) €RBOWN
£§0diov, £optn Kupiw T
Ot o0V OV TIOMOEIG €V
avt mav €pyov mAnv 6oa
TToInéroeTal Yuyn.

“Six days shalt thou eat
unleavened bread, and on
the seventh day is a
holiday, a feast to the Lord
thy God: thou shalt not do
in it any work, save what
must be done by any one.”

Deuteronomy 16:10

ai  Tomoelg  €0pTrV
éBdopadwv Kupiw 100
OQew oou KaBwg 1 Xelp
oou (OYVEl, 600 av dw

Kupiog 6 Oed¢ oou-

“And thou shalt keep the
feast of weeks to the Lord
thy God, accordingly as thy
hand has power in as many
things as the Lord thy God
shall give thee.”

Deuteronomy 16:13

‘Eopr]v OKNVwVv
TOIMOEIG  OLAUTQO €T
NPEPag &v T ouvayayewv
0€ €K TG dhwvog aou Kai

QTIO NG Anvov gou-

“Thou shalt keep for thyself
the feast of tabernacles
seven days, when thou
gatherest in thy produce
from thy corn-floor and thy
wine-press.”

Deuteronomy 16:14

Kai evgpavlron év TN
£0pTT) OOV, OU KAL O ULOG
oou Kai 1) Buyamp oou, 6
TG 00U KAl 1) TaIdioKn
oou Kai 0 Aeuitng Kai O
TPooT)AUTOG kat o
OpPavOG Kai 1) Xnpa 1

“And thou shalt rejoice in
thy feast, thou, and thy
son, and thy daughter, thy
man-servant, and thy maid-
servant, and the Levite, and
the stranger, and the
orphan, and the widow that
is in thy cities.”
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o0v0d &V TO1G TOAETT GoU.

Deuteronomy 16:16 X3

TPELS KAIPOUG TOV €VIAUTOD
OQONOETAl TTAV APOEVIKOV
ogou évavrtiov Kupiou 10U
Otov gou &V TQ TOTwW,
eav  EKNENTal  avTov
Kopiog, v 1) £0pTr) TV
AJUHWY, KA €V Tr) £0pTT)
Twv £RGoNAdwY, Kai év
™ £0pTm) ™m¢
oKknvotnyiag' oUK
oponjon évaov Kupiou
700 O€00 00U KEVOG-

“Three times in the year
shall all thy males appear
before the Lord thy God in
the place which the Lord
shall choose in the feast of
unleavened bread, and in
the feast of weeks, and in
the feast of tabernacles:
thou shalt not appear before
the Lord thy God empty.”

Deuteronomy 31:10

kat éverethato  Mwuomng
™ MHépq
EKEVT) Néywv: peTx ETTa

avToig  &v

€N &V Kap@ Eviautov
AQéoEWG &V £0pTr)

oKnvoTnyiag,

“And Moses charged them
in that day, saying, After
seven years, in the time of
the year of release, in the
feast of tabernacles,”

Judges 21:19

KaL eimav- idov dn £0pTr)
Kupiou ¢év ZInlwy a¢’
NHepaV €l mpépag, 1
€0TIV. Amo  Poppa NG
BaiBnA  kar’  &varohag
NAlou &mt NG 6dov TNg
avapaivovang ATO
BaibnA eig Zuxép kat &mo
voTou TG Aewvd.

‘And they said, Lo! now
there is feast of the Lord
from year to year in Selom,
which is on the north of
Baethel, eastward on the
way that goes up from
Baethel to Sychem, and
from the south of Lebona.”

3rd Kings 8:65*

*1st Kings 8:65 in KJV.

at €moinoe ZoAwpwy TNV
goptnv. &V TR 1Mpépa
ékelvn, kat mag lopanA
JET  avTOU,  €kkAnoia
Hey&An amo g eloodou
‘Hua®  €wg  ToTOUOU
AtyuoTrrou, évaTiov Kupiou
Oeov M@V €V T OlKw,
@KodoUNoEY, €0Blwv Kat

“And  Solomon kept the
feast in that day, and all
Israel with him, even a great
assembly from the entering
in of Hemath to the river of
Egypt, before the Lord our
God in the house which he
built, eating and drinking,
and rejoicing before the
Lord our God seven days.”
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VWV Kai E0QPAIVOUEVOS

évaomov  Kupiou  Oeov

NV ETTA 1)HEPQC.

3dKings 12:32 x2*

*1st Kings 12:32 in KJV.

kat émoinoev  TepoBocky
£0PTIV &V TQ HNVL T
0Y00w &v ™m
TIEVTEKQIOEKATT) MUEPaL TOV
HNVOG KAt TRV €0pTNV
™V &v yn) Touda Kai &véRn
emL 1O OBualaoThplov, O
émoinoev év BaiBh, tov
Buev Taig dapdAeoiv, aig
€TI0IN0E, Kai TapPECTNOEV
&v BaibnA Ttoug iepeig Tawv
VYNAQV, v €ToinaE.

“And Jeroboam appointed a
feast in the eighth month,
on the fifteenth day of the
month, according to the
feast in the land of Juda;
and went up to the altar
which he made in Baethel to
sacrifice to the heifers which
he made, and he placed in
Baethel the priests of the
high places which he had
made.”

3 Kings 12:33 x2*

*1st Kings 12:33 in KJV.

kat  avéfn  Em 1O
BuaiaoThpiov, 6 €moinae,
) TIEVIEKQIDEKAT) T)HEP
€V TQ PNVt T oyd0w &v
T €optr), 1) é&mAdoaro
ATO  Kapdiag avtov, Kai
£Toinoev  €0pTNV 101G
viotig TopamA Kot A&véPn
€L TO BuolaoThpiov TOD
emovaal.

“And he went up to the altar
which he had made, on the
fifteenth day in the eighth
month, at the feast which
he devised out of his own
heart; and he made a feast
to the children of Israel, and
went up to the altar to
sacrifice.

4 Kings 23:16*

*2nd Kings 23:16 in KJV.

kat &¢éveuoev 'lwalag Kai
€10€ TOUG TAPOUG TOUG €KEL
&V I} TOAEI KaL ATTEDTEINE
kai EAaPe T&x 00T& €K TV
TAQWV KAl KOTEKAUOEV ETTL
10 Buolaotrpiov  Kai
éuiavev  avto  Katx 1O
pnua Kupiou, 6 éAdAnaev
O &vBpwTtog 10U BLov &v
T@ éotaval ‘lepofoay év
T €0pTr) €TML TO
Bualaotrpiov. Kat
EMOTPEWPAG  T)PE  TOUG

“And Josias turned aside,
and saw the tombs that
were there in the city, and
sent, and took the bones
out of the tombs, and burnt
them on the altar, and
defiled it, according to the
word of the Lord which the
man of God spoke, when
Jeroboam stood by the altar
at the feast: and he turned
and raised his eyes to the
tomb of the man of God that
spoke these words.”
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0QBaAIOVE AvTOU ETTL TOV
TAQOV TOU AvOpwTOU TOU
O¢ov 1oL AaArjoavTOg TOUG
Adyoug TouToUg

1st Chronicles 23:31

KOL &L TTAavIwv TV
AVOAPEPOPEVWY
OhokauTWPATWY T Kupiw
&V 101G oappaTtoIg Kai &v
TOLG VOUHNVIQIG KaL &V Taig
€0pTOLG, KOTOX  APIBUOV,
KOTA TNV KPLOIV €11 Q0TOIG
diammavtog T Kupicw.

‘And to be over all the
whole-burnt-offerings  that
were offered up to the Lord
on the sabbaths, and at the
new moons, and at the
feasts, by number,
according to the order given
to them, continually before
the Lord.”

2nd Chronicles 2:4

kat 0oL Eéyw O ULOg
avToOL 01KOdOM OIKOV T
ovouat Kupiou @eov pou
Qayl&oal auTOV aUTQ TOD
Bupiav  amévavil  autov
Bupiapa kai TpoBeaIv dix
TTOVTOG KAL TOU AVAPEPEIV
oAokautpaTa dicx TTAVTIOG
10 TPWIL Kai TO deiAng Kat
&v 101G oappartoig Kai &v
TATG VOUUNVIQIG KaL &V Talg
£opraig Tou Kupiou Osov
MUV G TOV dicwva
TOUTO €T TOV “lopanA.

“Behold, | also his son am
building a house to the
name of the Lord my God,
to consecrate it to him, to
burn incense before him,
and fo offer shewbread
continually, and to offer up
whole-burnt-offerings

continually morning and
evening, and on the
sabbaths, and at the new
moons, and at the feasts of
the Lord our God: this is a
perpetual statute for Israel.”

2d Chronicles 5:3

kat é¢ekkAnolaobnoav
mpo¢ Tov Pacidéa Tag
‘lopanA  év ) éoptr)
(o0TOG O W)V €BBopOG)

‘And all Israel were
assembled unto the king in
the feast, this is the
seventh month.”

2d Chronicles 7:8

KaL 1moinoe ZaAwpwy TV
E0PTIIV &V T KAIPQ
EKelvy ETTor MPEPAg Kat
mag lopanA per avtov,
eKKAnaia peyaAn o@odpa
Ao €106d0u Al kat
€wg Xeldappou Aty vTrTou.

“And Solomon kept the
feast at that time seven
days, and all Israel with him,
a very great assembly, from
the entering in of Aemath,
and as far as the river of

Egypt.”
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2nd Chronicles 7:9

KaL £Toinoey &v T Nuépa
m oydor &ddiov, 6T
EYKAIVITUOV 700
Buolaotnpiou  émoinoev

ETITAX 1)HEPAG EOPTT)V.

“And on the eighth day he
kept a solemn assembly: for
he kept a feast of seven
days as the dedication of
the altar.”

2rd Chronicles 8:13 x4

KaTax TOV AOYyov 1juépag v
NUEPQ  TOU  AVOPEPEIV
Katax 1&g evioAag Mwuan
&v 101G oappaTtoig Kai &v
TOI( MnOL KOL &v Taig
£0PTALG, TPEIS KAIPOUG TOD
&viautov, &v Tr) £0pTr)
TwV &{UpwyY, Kai &v T
£0pT1) TV ERSOPASWY,
Kai &v T £opTr) Twv
OKNvov.

“According to the daily rate,
to offer up sacrifices
according to the
commandments of Moses,
on the sabbaths, and at the
new moons, and at the
feasts, three times in the
year, at the feast of
unleavened bread, and at
the feast of weeks, and at
the feast of tabernacles.”

2d Chronicles 30:13

kat  ouvrjxénoav  &ig
‘lepoucaAnu Aaog TTOAUG
TOL TIOMoal TV €0pTrV
TV &lOPWV €V T pnvi
T Oeutépw, EKKAnotLa

TIOAT) 0QOdpa.

“And a great multitude were
gathered to Jerusalem to
keep the feast of
unleavened bread in the
second month, a very great
congregation.”

20 Chronicles 30:21

KoL émoinoav ot ulot
‘lopanA ot eOpeBévreg Ev
‘lepoucaAnu TRV £opTnV
Twv  adopwv  ETMTa
Nuépag &v  evPPOoLVN)
HEYAA) Kkal KOBUUVOUVTEG
T@ Kupico muépav kad’
TUEPAV KaL O LEPELS KAt Ot
Aeuttal &V OpyavoIg T
Kupiw.

“And the children of Israel
who were present in
Jerusalem kept the feast of
unleavened bread seven
days with great joy; and
they continued to sing
hymns to the Lord daily, and
the priests and the Levites
played on instruments to the
Lord.”

2nd Chronicles 30:22

kat éAaAnoev "Elekiag €t

magav  Kkapdiav TV
Aeuitov Kat TV
GUVIOVTWV oUVEDIV

ayobnyv 1@ Kuplw: kat
OUvETEAETQV TRV €0PTTV

“And Ezekias encouraged
all the Levites, and those
that had good
understanding of the Lord:
and they completely kept
the feast of unleavened
bread seven days, offering
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Twv  alopgwv  ETTa
nuépag  Bvovieg  Buaiav
owTnpiou Kot
£topoloyovpevol ()
Kupicw Beq T@wv TaTépwv

ATV,

peace-offerings, and
confessing to the Lord God
of their fathers.”

2nd Chronicles 30:26

KOL EYEVETO  EVLPPOTLVN
Hey&An év  ‘lepoucaAniy-
Ao  MuUEpV  ZaAwpwV
ulov  Aauid  PBacihéwg
‘lopanA oK éyéveto
ToI00™T £0pTr) év
‘lepoucaAriu.

‘And there was great joy in
Jerusalem: from the days of
Solomon the son of David
king of Israel there was not
such a feast in Jerusalem.”

2nd Chronicles 31:3

KaL WepPig TOO BacIAéwg €k
TV UTIAPXOVIWY  avToD
€L TG OAOKAUTCOEIG TNV
TPWIVHV KAt TV dEINvv
KOL ONOKQUTWOEIS E€I¢ T
oaPBara kAt €I T&G
voupnviag KoL €ig  TAg
£0PTAG TG YeEYPAMMEVAS
€V T Vopw Kupiou.

‘And the king's proportion
out of his substance was
appointed for the whole-
burnt-offerings, the morning
and the evening one, and
the whole-burnt-offerings for
the sabbaths, and for the
new moons, and for the
feasts that were ordered in
the law of the Lord.”

20 Chronicles 35:17

KoL émoinoav ot ulot
‘lopanA ot evpeBévTEg TO
PaoEK &V T  KAIpQ
EKelvew KAt TNV €o0pTnv
Twv  alopwv €T
1Epag.

“And the children of Israel
that were present kept the
passover at that time, and
the feast of unleavened
bread seven days.”

Ezra 3:4

Kai émoinoav Trv éopTnyv
TWV OKNV@WV Katx TO
YEYPOAUUEVOV Kai
ONOKQUTOEIG TUEPAV €V
NHépax &v apiBpe g 1
kpiolg, Aoyov Tpépag &v
NUEPa AVTOD,

“And they kept the feast of
tabernacles, according to
that which was written, and
offered whole-burnt-
offerings daily in number
according to the ordinance,
the exact daily rate.”

Ezra 3:5

Kat HETA T00TO0
OAOKQUTWOEIG

“And after this the perpetual
whole-burnt-offering,  and
offering for the season of
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€VOENEXIOOD KOl €1 TaG
voupnviag kai €i§ Taoag
éoptag T Kupiw T1aG
nylaouévag  Kai - mavii
ékoualadopévey  EKovalov
T Kuplo.

new moon, and for all the
hallowed feasts to the
Lord, and for every one that
offered a free-will-offering to
the Lord.”

Ezra 6:22

Kai émoinoav Tryv éopTnyv
Twv  alopwv e
TUEPAG &V ELPPOTVVT), OTI
gvgpavey  avtoug Koplog
kat &méaTpeye  Kapdiav
BaolAéwg 'Accovp Em’
avToLG  KpaTalwodl TG
XELPAG aUT@V &V EPYOIg
oikou 1oL O¢ov "lopanA.

“‘And they kept the feast of
unleavened bread seven
days  with gladness,
because the Lord made
them glad, and he turned
the heart of the king of
Assyria  to  them, to
strengthen their hands in
the works of the house of
the God of Israel.”

Nehemiah 8:14

KOL €DPOOAV YEYPAUPEVOV
€V T VO, @ EVeTelhaTo
Kopiog 10 Mwuor), 6mwg
KOTOIKI)OWOIlV oL uiol
‘lopan)A  év oknvaig &v
€optr) &V UV TQ
£BSGHC,

“And they found written in
the law which the Lord
commanded Moses, that
the children of Israel should
dwell in booths, in the feast
in the seventh month:”

Nehemiah 8:18

Kat avéyvw v PIBAiw
vopou 1oL Bgov Tpépav
&V Muépa  amo Mg
1uéPag TG PTG £ug
MG Nuépag g EoxXamg:
KaiL  émoinoav  €0pTnv
EMTo  TUEPAG, KAt T
NUEPa 1) OYdOT) €50dIovV
KaTo TO KpIya.

“And Esdras read in the
book of the law of God
daily, from the first day even
to the last day: and they
kept the feast seven days;
and on the eighth day a
solemn assembly,
according to the ordinance.”

Nehemiah 10:33

¢ &PTOUG TOD TIPOCOTIOU
Kat Buaiav TOU
evdeNeIogoD  Kat  Elg

OAoKaUTWUA T00
évdelexIooD TV
oappaTwy, TV

voupnviawv, € TAg

“The shewbread, and the
continual meat-offering, and
for the continual whole-
burnt-offering, of the
sabbaths, of the new moon,
for the feast, and for the
holy things, and the sin-
offerings, to make
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£0PTAG KAL €1 T &yld,

kot T TEPL  ApapTiag
€gAaoaoBar mept lopanA,
KoL €i¢ €pya oikou TOO

Oeov 1H@V.

atonement for Israel, and for
the works of the house of
our God.

Psalm 73:4*

*Psalm 74:4 in KJV.

Kat  évekauxrjoavio ot
HICOUVTEG OF €V JEOw TNG
€optr)g oou, &6evio T
ONuUELD aUT@V ONPETD Kal

OUK Eyvwaav.

‘And they that hate thee
have boasted in the midst
of thy feast; they have set
up their standards for
signs.”

Psalms 73:8*

*Psalm 74:8 in KJV.

etmav &v 11) Kapdige avT@V
aL OUyyévelal auT@V €Tl
TO  0OUTo:  OELTE KAl
KOTATTOUOWEY TTAOAS TG
éoptag Kupiou amo 1ng

yng.

“They have said in their
heart, even all their kindred
together, Come, let us
abolish the feasts of the
Lord from the earth.”

Psalm 80:3*

*Psalm 81:3 in KJV.

OQATT(OOTE €V VEounvix

OANTTIYYI, &V EVONHW

NHEPax €0PTRG DUV

“Blow the trumpet at the
new moon, in the glorious
day of your feast.”

Psalm 117:27*

Oeog Koplog Kai émépavey

“God is the Lord, and he

STy - . has shined upon us:
% 7 N ouoTtrjoaofe _
Psalm 118:27 in KJV. fopTiyy N Toic celebrate the feast with
/r] ., _ " | thick branches, binding the
MUKAgouov. — £wg TV victim even to the horns of
KEPATWV TOU | the altar.”
Buaiaatnpiou.
Isaiah 1:14 Kai T&¢ voupnviag vpcv | “Your fasting, and rest from
KaL TOC £0PTAG VPGV work, your new moons also,
Mol wuxd  ou- and your feasts my soul
o ﬂ 'l .| hates: ye have become
eyemBnte  pol IS | aineome to me: | will no
TANGHOVTV, OUKETI &VOW | more pardon your sins.”
TG APAPTIag VHV.
Jeremiah 38:8* ©Bov yw dyw avrovg | ‘Behold, | bring them from

*No reference to “the feast”
is found in Jeremiah 31:8 in
KJV.

ATO  Poppa KL OUVAEW
avtovg AT €0XATOU TN

YNG €V €0PTT) PUOEK:

the north, and will gather
them from the end of the
earth to the feast of the
passover: and the people
shall beget a great
multitude, and they shall
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return hither.”

Lamentations 1:4

‘0dot  Ziwv
mapx 10 W elval

evBo Lol

EpXopévoug év  EopTr)’
Tagal ai ToAal avTng
Neaviopéval, oL  LEPELS
avTtng &vaoTevadouaty, at
TapBévol avTng dyopeval,
KAt avTr) TIKPAIVOUEVN €V
éaur.

“DALETH. The ways of Sion
mourn, because there are
none that come to the
feast: all her gates are
ruined: her priests groan,
her virgins are led captive,
and she is in bitterness in
herself.”

Lamentations 2:6 x2

Kai  dméracey wg
QUTEAOV  TO  OKnvwya
avTov, dI€pBelpev €0pTrV
avTov" €meAabeTo Kupiog
o émoinoev  &v Ziwv
£0pTn)G KAl oapBATOU KaL
epBpIpMpaT
opyng avtov BaagiAéa kai

TOPWEUVEV

LEp£a KaL &pyovTa.

“VAU. And he has scattered
his tabernacle as a vine, he
has marred his feast: the
Lord has forgotten the feast
and the sabbath which he
appointed in Sion, and in
the fury of his wrath has
vexed the king, and priest,
and prince.”

Lamentations 2:7

"ATcooaTo Kupiog
BuaiaaTrpiov auToU,
ametivatey aylaoua

aUTOU, OUVETPIYEV €V XEIPL
€xBpov  TEIYOC  PApEwv
avTng: QWvNV €dwkav &v
olkw Kupiou g &v
Hépa £0pTrG.

“ZAIN. The Lord has
rejected his altar, he has
cast off his sanctuary, he
has broken by the hand of
the enemy the wall of her
palaces; they have uttered
their voice in the house of
the Lord as on a feast day.”

Lamentations 2:22

"Exaeoev Tuépav
£0pTT)G  TIAPOIKIOG  LOU
KUKAOBEV, Kai 00K
EYEVOVTO €V MUEpa OpyNng
Kupiou avaowopevog Kat
KaTaAEAEIUPEVOG, g
ETEKPATNOA KAt EMAT)Buva
€xBpov¢ pou TavTag.

“THAU. He has called my
sojourners round about to a
solemn day, and there was
not in the day of the wrath
of the Lord any one that
escaped or was left;
whereas I have
strengthened and multiplied
all mine enemies.”

Ezekiel 23:34

at TiEgal avTo: KAt Tag
£€0PTAG KAL TG voupnviag

“Drink thou it, and | will take
away her feasts and her
new moons: for | have
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avtng ATooTPéYwW: dIOTI
eyaw  Aehahnka,  Aéyel
Kupliog.

spoken it, saith the Lord.”

Ezekiel 36:38

w¢ TpoéRata  Ayia, wg
mpoBara ‘lepoudalny év
Taig  €0pTOIG  QUTHG,
oUTWG €00vTal aL TTOAEIG at
£pnpol TANPEIg TIPORATWY
AVOPTIWY, KAl yVaaoovTal
OTI &y Koplog.

“As holy sheep, as the
sheep of Jerusalem in her
feasts; thus shall the desert
cities be full of flocks of
men: and they shall know
that | am the Lord.”

Ezekiel 44:24

katL €T Kpiolv - aiyaTog
ovT0l  £MIOTH)OOVTAl  TOD
dIOKPLVEIV: Tax DIKAICOPATA
gou dIKaICOOUT! Kai To
KP(MOT& HOU KPIVOUO! Kai
Tx VOMIM& JoU KoL Tox
TPOOTAYMAT&  HOU &V
TAOAIG TALG £0PTALG HOU
QUAGLovTal Kat T
oappata pou ayikaouat.

“And these shall attend at a
judgment of blood to decide
it: they shall rightly observe
my ordinances, and judge
my judgments, and keep my
statutes and my
commandments in all my
feasts; and they shall
hallow my sabbaths.”

Ezekiel 45:17 x2

ai dlx TOD A&PnyouEvou
€0Tal T OAokauTcopara
kat ot Buoiar kai at
omovdat €oovial v Taig
£0PTAG KAL &V TAIG
voupnviaig  kat v TOig
oaBBAaToIg Kat &v Taoaig
Talg  €0pTOIG  OIKOU
‘lopanA- avTog ToImoel T
OUTEP  AuapTiag Kai v
Buoiav Kt T&
ONOKQUTCOPOTA KaL T&x TOD
owTnpiou 1y
eGhaokeoBar  vTEP  TOD
oikou "lopar)A.

‘And through the prince
shall be offered the whole-
burnt-offerings and  the
meat-offerings, and the
drink-offerings  in  the
feasts, and at the new
moons, and on the
sabbaths; and in all the
feasts of the house of
Israel: he shall offer the sin-
offerings, and the meat-
offering, and the whole-
burnt-offerings, and the
peace-offerings, to make
atonement for the house of
Israel.”

Ezekiel 45:21

Kat &v T TPwTw Hnvi,
TEOOOPEOKAIBEKAT)  TOU
pnvog,  €otal PV TO

“And in the first month, on
the fourteenth day of the
month, ye shall have the
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Taoxa £oprr)T €M
Nuépag adupa £deoBe.

feast of the passover;
seven days shall ye eat
unleavened bread.”

Ezekiel 45:23

at Tag Ema Muépag Mg
£0pTNg TIOIT|OEl
ohokautwpata T Kupiw,
ETTX POOXOUG KOl ETTX
KPIOUG  &U@WPOUG KAl
NUEPAV, TG ETTOr MUEPAG
KaL OTTEP apapTiag €pIPov
atyawv Kab’ nuépav.

“And for the seven days of
the feast he shall offer as
whole-burnt-offerings to the
Lord seven calves and
seven rams without blemish
daily for the seven days;
and a kid of the goats daily
for a sin-offering, and a
meat-offering.”

Ezekiel 45:25

Kai &v T EPdOH pnvi,
TIEVTEKAIOEKATT) TOU VA,
&V 1) €0pTr), TOMOEIS
kKot Tx  OUToe  ETMT&
Nuépag Kabwg Tax VTEP
™G AapapTiag kat Kabwg
Tx  ONoKaUTcopOTa KOl
kabwg TO pavaa  Kai
kaBw¢ 1O €Aaiov.

“And in the seventh month,
on the fifteenth day of the
month, thou shalt sacrifice
in the feast in the same
way seven days, as they
sacrificed the sin-offerings,
and the  whole-burnt-
offerings, and the freewill-
offering, and the oil.”

Ezekiel 46:9

kai orav eigTopevnTal O
Aaog G yng évavriov
Kupiou év Taig €optaig, O
ELOTIOPEVOUEVOG KATX THV
odov ¢  TOAG TG
BAemovaong mpog Boppav
TpooKuveElY  &€ghevaetal
Kot TNV 000V 1§ TTOANg
™G TPOg votov, Kat o
ELOTIOPEVOUEVOG KAT TV
000V NG TOANG TG TTIPOG
voTov  éfgAeoETal  KaTA
mv O6dov ¢ TOANG TN
TPOG Boppav- 00K
AVOOTPEWEl  KATX TV
TOANY, €i§ 1)V €l0EAT|AUBEY,
&l 1) kar gvBu avmg
etehevooeral.

“And whenever the people
of the land shall go in before
the Lord at the feasts, he
that goes in by the way of
the north gate to worship
shall go forth by the way of
the south gate; and he that
goes in by the way of the
south gate shall go forth by
the way of the north gate:
he shall not return by the
gate by which he entered,
but he shall go forth
opposite it.”
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Ezekiel 46:11

KOL &V TOaIG £0PTALS KAl &V
TALG TTAVNYVPECIV €0Tal TO
javaoc TEPHA T POOXwW
Kai TéPpa T Kl Kal
101 &Pvoig kOoBw¢ av
EKTIOIN) 1] XELP OVTOL Kal
€Aaiou TO €LV T TEPNATI.

“And in the feasts and in
the general assemblies the
freewill oblation shall be a
meat-offering for the calf,
and a meat-offering for the
ram, and for the lambs, as
his hand can furnish, and a
hin of oil for the meat-
offering.”

Hosea 2:11

KaL  &TmoaTPéPw TAOCAG
TG £VPPOCVVAG  AVTN,
£0PTAG OAUTNG KAl TXG
vouunviag avtg Kat T
oaPpara avTAG KAt TAOOG
TOLG TIAVNYUPEIG AUTHG.

“And | will take away all her
gladness, her feasts, and
her festivals at the new
moon, and her sabbaths,
and all her solemn
assemblies.”

Hosea 9:5

TL TOMOETE &V 1)Hépalg
mavnyvpewsg  Kai  &v
Nuépa  £0pTRG OV
Kupiou;

“What will ye do in the day
of the general assembly,
and in the day of the feast
of the Lord?”

Hosea 12:9

&y d¢ Kupiog 6 Oedg gou
AVr)yayov 0t €K yng
ALyvTrTou, €Tl KATOIKICO O€
€V OKnvaig Kabawg rjuépal
£0pTT)G.

“But | the Lord thy God
brought thee up out of the
land of Egypt: | will yet
cause thee to dwell in
tabernacles, according to
the days of the feast.”

Amos 5:21

HEpionka, ATIOal
£0pTAG VPV KaL OV pn)
00ppavBw Buoiag &v Taig
TTAVNYVPETIV VPV

‘| hate, | reject your feasts,
and | will not smell your
meat-offerings  in  your
general assemblies.”

Amos 8:10

Kai  METOOTPEYW  TAG
£€0pTAG VPWV €IS TEVOOCS
kat T&aodg Tag  wdag
OHav &g Bprvov  kat
avapiBeo  ém maoav
00QUV OAKKOV KOl €L
Taoav KEQAATV
@aldkpwpa kai Brjooual
aUTOV @G mévlog
AYOTINTOL KAl TOUG ET

“And | will turn your feasts
into mourning, and all your
songs into lamentation; and
| will bring up sackcloth on
all loins, and baldness on
every head; and | will take
them as the mourning of a
beloved friend, and those
with them as a day of grief.”
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avTov wg Mpépav odvvng.

Zephaniah 3:17

Kupiog 6 Bedg gou v aol,
dOVATOG OwWaEl O€, EMALEI
ETIL 0& €LEPOTUVNV Kai
KQIVIEL O€ &€V ) &YOTIT|OEl
avtov Kai evgpavlroeTal
ETTL 0& €V TEPYEI WG &V
Hépa £0pTrG.

“The Lord thy God is in
thee; the Mighty One shall
save thee: he shall bring joy
upon thee, and shall refresh
thee with his love; and he
shall rejoice over thee with
delight as in a day of
feasting.”

Zechariah 8:19

Tade Aéyel Kvpiog
TIAVTIOKPATWP " VNOTEld 1
TETPXG  KAL  vnoTela M)
TEUTTN KL vnoTela 1
£BOOUN KAl vnatel@ 1
deKATn €oovial T OiKw
‘lovda  ei¢  xapav  Kai
goepooLVNY KAl E€i§
éoptag  ayadag,  Kai
evppavlnoeale, Kai v
aknjBelav kat my eiprvnv
AYOTMOQTE.

“Thus  saith the Lord
Almighty, The fourth fast,
and the fifth fast, and the
seventh fast, and the tenth
fast, shall be to the house of
Juda for joy and gladness,
and for good feasts; and
ye shall rejoice; and love ye
the truth and peace.”

Zechariah 14:16

kat  &oTtal 6001 éav
KOTOAEIPOBTIV €K TTAVTWY
TV €Bvav TV ENBOVIWV
emt ‘lepouoaliy,  kat
avaprjoovral kar’
€VIQUTOV TOL TTPOOKUVA Ol
TQ BaoiAel Kupiew
TTAVTOKPATOP!  KAL  TOU
éopradeiv TNV €0pTNV
TG OKNVoTNyiag.

“And it shall come to pass,
that whosoever shall be left
of all the nations that came
against Jerusalem, shall
even come up every year to
worship the king, the Lord
Almighty, and to keep the
feast of tabernacles.”

Zechariah 14:18

€av ¢ QUAT AlyoTITou L)
avapn pnde A8 ke, kat
€Ml TOUTOUG  €0Tal 1)
TTOIG, iV TaTA&EeEl Kvplog
Tavia T €6vn, 6oa éav
Un AvaPr) Tov Eopraaal
myv £0pTNV ™mg¢

‘And if the family of Egypt
shall not go up, nor come;
then upon them shall be the
overthrow with which the
Lord shall smite all the
nations, whichever of them
shall not come up to keep
the feast of tabernacles.”
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OKNVOTNYi0G.

Zechariah 14:19

avm €otal 1) apaptia
Aiyomrrou kat 1) apopria
TAVIWV TV €0vdov, Goa
Qv ) &vapn £optaaoal
™mv £optnv ™m¢
OKNVoTNyiog.

“This shall be the sin of
Egypt, and the sin of all the
nations, whosoever shall
not come up to keep the
feast of tabernacles.”

Malachi 2:3

0oL &yw agopilw VULV
TOV POV Kai OKOPTTICO
EVUOTPOV ETTL T TTPOOWTTA
VU@V, EVUOTPOV €0PTWV
UH@V, Kat Afjyopar Opag
€1¢ TO aUTO"

“Behold, | turn my back
upon you, and | will scatter
dung upon your faces, the
dung of your feasts, and |
will carry you away at the
same time.”

| shall now summarize in simple POINT FORM,, how the LXX Greek text has applied the Greek Noun
gopti — “heorté”, to the three annual Hebrew Feasts of the Lord. Please note, that any refences which do not
specifically refer to these three annual Hebrew Feasts, or where the identity concerning to what €optf —

“heorté” is clearly referring to, have been omitted.

The Passover/Feast of Unleavened Bread — Exodus 12:14 [VS. 15 indicates that it is referring to the Feast of

Unleavened Bread]; 13:6; 23:15; 34:18, 25; Leviticus 23:6; Numbers 28:17; Deuteronomy 16:8, 16; 2nd

Chronicles 8:13; 30:13, 21, 22, 26; 35:17; Ezra 6:22; Jeremiah 38:8; Ezekiel 45:21.

The Feast of Harvest or Weeks — Exodus 23:16; 34:22; Deuteronomy 16:10, 16; 2nd Chronicles 8:13;

The Feast of Ingathering or Tabernacles — Exodus 23:16; 34:22; Leviticus 23:34; Numbers 29:12;

Deuteronomy 16:13, 14, 16; 31:10; 3 Kings 12:32; 2" Chronicles 5:3; 7:8 & 9; 8:13; Ezra 3:4; Nehemiah 8:14,

18; Zechariah 14:16, 18, 19.
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TABLE B - HOW THE LXX HAS APPLIED THE GREEK VERB goptal{w -

“heortazo”: -

NOTE: - Only the occurrences of the Greek Verb €optélw — “heortazo” in the LXX will be included, that occur
in the inspired Hebrew Old Testament.

BIBLE TEXT IN LXX: -

THE GREEK TEXT: -

BRENTON’S ENGLISH
TRANSLATION: -

Exodus 5:1

Kai petax Tavta €iomnA8e Mwuong kai
‘Acpawv TTpog Gapaw Kai  elmav
avt@- Tade Aéyel Koplog o Beog
‘lopanA-  €GamooTeidov TOV  Adov
Hou, v [OI €0PTACWOIV &V TN
PMH.

‘And after this went in Moses and
Aaron to Pharao, and they said to him,
These things says the Lord God of
Israel, Send my people away, that
they may keep a feast to me in the
wilderness.”

Exodus 12:14 X2

kat €otar 1 Mpépa Outv  adm
HVNUOOUVOV" Kal EOPTAOETE QUTNV
gopmVv Kupicw €l TAOAG TG YEVEXS
VM@V VOUIJOV OLcVIOV E0PTAOETE
avTv.

‘And this day shall be to you a
memorial, and ye shall keep it a feast
to the Lord through all your
generations; ye shall keep it a feast
for a perpetual ordinance.”

Exodus 23:14

TPEWG  KAIpOUG  TOD  €VIAUTOD

E0PTAOATE {OI.

“Keep ye a feast to me three times in
the year.”

Leviticus 23:39

Kat év 1 TeviekaIdekaTn 1pépa
TOU HNVOG ToU €RdGUOU TovToU, 1AV
ouvreAéonTe T yevrjuara Tng yng,
£0pTAOETE T(» Kupico €T 1)pépag:
™ NUEPQ ) TIPCOTT) AVATIOUCIG Kat
™ HEPa 1) OYdON AVATIAUOIG.

‘And on the fifteenth day of this
seventh month, when ye shall have
completely gathered in the fruits of the
earth, ye shall keep a feast to the
Lord seven days; on the first day there
shall be a rest, and on the eighth day
arest.”

Leviticus 23:41

VOUIPOV  QLWVIOV €I TAG  YEVEXS
UJav, &V T Pnvi T@ €RdOHw
EOPTAOETE QUTIV.

‘It is a perpetual statute for your
generations: in the seventh month ye
shall keep it.”

Numbers 29:12

Kai Tr) TeVIEKQIOEKATY) 1)pépa TOL

pnvog  ToD  €RBOpoU  ToUTOU
EMiKANTOG  ayla €oTal VLY, Tav
£pyov AQTpeuTov OV TIOMOETE. KOl
gopraogare avmy €optmv  Kupilw

T 1)UEPQG.

‘And on the fifteenth day of this
seventh month ye shall have a holy
convocation; ye shall do no servile
work; and ye shall keep it a feast to
the Lord seven days.”

Deuteronomy 16:15

o pépag Eopraoelg Kupico 10

“Seven days shalt thou keep a feast
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Ot oou &V T TOTw, @ Qv
ekhéénrar Koplog 6 Bedg oou avT-
gav 8¢ evloyron ae Kopiog 6 Bedg
00U &V TIad! TOLG YEVIUAOL gou Kat
€V TTAVTL €pY TV XEIPV T0U, KOl

£01) EVPPAIVOPEVOG.

to the Lord thy God in the place which
the Lord thy God shall choose for
himself; and if the Lord thy God shall
bless thee in all thy fruits, and in every
work of thy hands, then thou shalt
rejoice.”

18t Kings 30:16*

*1st Samuel 30:16 in KJV.

KAl KaTr)yayev avUToV €KEL, Kai idov
oUTOl JIOKEXUMEVOL ETTL TIPOTWTIOV
maong TG yng €obiovieg  Kkat
TTIVOVTEG KOL €0PTATOVTIEG €V XTI
TOIG OKUAOIC TOIG Heyaholg, 0ig
ENaBov €K yng AMoguAwv kat &k
yng ‘lovda.

“So be brought him down thither, and
behold, they were scattered abroad
upon the surface of the whole land,
eating and drinking, and feasting by
reason of all the great spoils which
they had taken out of the land of the
Philistines, and out of the land of
Juda.”

Psalm 41:4*

*Psalm 42:4 in KJV.

TauTa EPvroBnv Kat e¢éxea Em’ éue
MV QYuxnv pou, 6Tl diehevoopal &v
TOTlw OKNvng BaupaoTng éwg Tov
oikou TOU Beov &V Qwvr)
AYOMIGOEWG KAl €E0HOAOYNOEWS
1Xou €éopT{ovTog.

‘l remembered these things, and
poured out my soul in me, for | will go
to the place of thy wondrous
tabernacle, even to the house of God,
with a voice of exultation and
thanksgiving and of the sound of
those who keep festival.”

Psalm 75:10*

*Psalm 76:10 in KJV.

ol évbvpiov AavepwTTou

£gopohoyroerai 0o, Kai
EyKatTaAelupa  évBuuiou  €opTaOEl

ool.

“For the inward thought of man shall
give thanks to thee: and the memorial
of his inward thought shall keep a
feast to thee.”

Isaiah 30:29

N dlamaviog o€l VPAG
evPpaiveabal kat eloTropevETDal €I¢
Tx Ayl pou  OIammaviog  OEL
eopradovrog Kat WOEL
EVQPAIVOPEVOUG  ELOEABELY  pETX
avAOL £1G TO Bpog Kupiou Tpog Tov
Oeov 0V 'lopaniA;

“Must ye always rejoice, and go into
my holy places continually, as they
that keep a feast? and must ye go
with a pipe, as those that rejoice, into
the mountain of the Lord, to the God of
Israel?”

Nahum 2:1*

*Nahum 1:15 in KJV.

IAOY émt T&x Opn oL TOdEG
goayyeNifopévou Kai atayyéAovTog
elprvnv:  €oprage, ‘lovda, TAg

“‘Behold upon the mountains the feet
of him that brings glad tidings, and
publishes peace! O Juda, keep thy
feasts, pay thy vows: for they shall no

3% 3rd Kings 3:1 [that is, 15t Kings 4:25 in the KJV] is listed in Hatch & Redpath’s well known “Concordance to the
Septuagint”, p. 503, as containing éoptadw - “heortazo”. But | have been unable to locate a LXX Greek Manuscript online, that
contains £opTddw — “heortazo” in this verse. Hence, | have omitted this verse from the TABLE.
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€0PTAG 00U, ATTOO0G TAXG EVXAS GOV,
dIOTI 0V pr) TPOCBNOWaIV &1l TOL
O1ENBelv dix 00U €i¢ TTOAQlwWalY. -
ZuvreréheaTal, €gnptal.

more pass through thee to thy decay.”

Zechariah 14:16

Kat €atal 6ol éav KataAeipBaalv
EK TTAVTWV TV €8V TV ENBOVTWY
Tt ‘lepouoalny, Kat avaprjoovral
KAT' €VIaUTOV TOU TIPOOKUVTIoal Teo
BaaiAet Kupic TTAVIOKPATOPI KaL TOU
gopTaoaL TV 0PTV TG
oKnvotnyiag.

‘And it shall come to pass, that
whosoever shall be left of all the
nations that came against Jerusalem,
shall even come up every year to
worship the king, the Lord Almighty,
and to keep the feast of tabernacles.”

Zechariah 14:18

gav d¢ QUM AtyoTtrou ) avopn
HnNd¢ E€ABr) ékel, KaL ETMiL TOUTOUG
£oTal 1) MOIG, )V TaTAgEl Koplog
TAavIa T €8vn, 6oa €av pny avapn)
TOU €0pTACAI TNV £€0pTNV NG
oKnvoTTnyiag.

‘And if the family of Egypt shall not go
up, nor come; then upon them shall be
the overthrow with which the Lord
shall smite all the nations, whichever
of them shall not come up to keep the
feast of tabernacles.”

Zechariah 14:19

adtn éoTal 1) apaptia AtyoTTou Kat
1 ApapTia TAvVIwY Twv €Bvav, 6oa
Qv ) avapn) €opTaCal THV £0PTHV
MG OKNvOTINy(ag.

“This shall be the sin of Egypt, and the
sin of all the nations, whosoever shall
not come up to keep the feast of
tabernacles.”

| shall now summarize in simple POINT FORM,, how the LXX Greek text has applied the Greek Verb

¢opralw — “heortazo”, to the three annual Hebrew Feasts of the Lord. Please note, that any refences which do
not specifically refer to these three annual Hebrew Feasts, or where the identity concerning to what éoptafw -
“heortazo” is clearly referring to, have been omitted.

The Passover/Feast of Unleavened Bread — Exodus 12:14 X2 [VS. 15 identifies this as applying also to the
Feast of Unleavened Bread]; Exodus 23:14 [VS. 15 identifies this as being the Feast of Unleavened Bread];

The Feast of Harvest or Weeks — Exodus 23:14 [VS. 16 identifies this as applying also to the Feast of
Harvest];

The Feast of Ingathering or Tabernacles — Exodus 23:14 [VS. 16 identifies this as applying also to the Feast
of Ingathering]; Leviticus 23:39, 41; Numbers 29:12; Deuteronomy 16:15 [VS. 13 identifies this as being the
Feast of Tabernacles]; Zechariah 14:16, 18 &19.

& The LXX does NOT apply either the Greek Noun €opti — “heorte”, or the Greek Verb £optdlw -
“heortazo” [which are both used in the New Testament], to either, the annual holy convocations of the Day of
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Blowing of Trumpets [which took place on the 1st day of the 7t Hebrew month], or, the solemn Day of
Atonement ceremonies [which took place on the 10t day of the 7t Hebrew month].
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THE BIBLE REFERENCES WHERE THE HEBREW NOUN TY3) — “méw’éd” IS
APPLIED TO THE ANNUAL HEBREW FEASTS: -

For the sake of being Biblically thorough, | will now examine the Hebrew Noun TY3)2 — “moéw‘éd” -
Strong’s, Hebrew Number 4150. It is defined as “appointed time, place, meeting; ... 1. appointed time ... b. in
particular (cf Ex 1310 2315 3418) sacred season, RV usually set feast or appointed season ... 2. appointed
meeting ... 3. appointed place ... 4. appointed sign, signal ... 5. tent of meeting.” - The New Brown-Driver-
Briggs-Gesenius Hebrew-English Lexicon, pp. 417 & 418.

This Hebrew Noun appears 223 times in the Hebrew Old Testament, as translated in the King James
Version. | will now share with the reader, those verses which apply it to the annual Hebrew Feasts.

Exodus 13:10: - “Thou shalt therefore keep this ordinance in his season [TV — “méw’éd”] from year to
year.”

NOTE: - VS. 6 & 7 identifies this as being the Feast of Unleavened Bread.

Exodus 23:15: - “Thou shalt keep the feast of unleavened bread: (thou shalt eat unleavened bread seven days,
as | commanded thee, in the time appointed of [TYY)D — “méw’éd”] the month Abib; for in it thou camest
out from Egypt: and none shall appear before me empty:)”

Exodus 34:18: - “The feast of unleavened bread shalt thou keep. Seven days thou shalt eat unleavened bread,
as | commanded thee, in the time of [TYY)D — “méw’éd”] the month Abib: for in the month Abib thou camest
out from Egypt.”

Leviticus 23:2: - “Speak unto the children of Israel, and say unto them, Concerning the feasts of [ TY9)) —
“méw’éd”] the LORD, which ye shall proclaim to be holy convocations, even these are my feasts [TV —
“mow’éd”].”

Leviticus 23:4: - “These are the feasts of [TY)D — “mow’éd”] the LORD, even holy convocations, which ye
shall proclaim in their seasons.”

Leviticus 23:37: - “These are the feasts of [TV — “moéw’éd”] the LORD, which ye shall proclaim to be holy

convocations, to offer an offering made by fire unto the LORD, a burnt offering, and a meat offering, a sacrifice,
and drink offerings, every thing upon his day.”

Leviticus 23:44: - “And Moses declared unto the children of Israel the feasts of [TY)) — “mow’éd”] the
LORD.”

Numbers 10:10: - “Also in the day of your gladness, and in your solemn days [TYY)2 — “méw’éd”], and in

the beginnings of your months, ye shall blow with the trumpets over your burnt offerings, and over the sacrifices
of your peace offerings; that they may be to you for a memorial before your God: | am the LORD your God.”
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Numbers 15:3: - “And will make an offering by fire unto the LORD, a burnt offering, or a sacrifice in performing a
vow, or in a freewill offering, or in your solemn feasts [TV — “mow’éd”], to make a sweet savour unto
the LORD, of the herd, or of the flock.”

Numbers 29:39: - “These things ye shall do unto the LORD in your set feasts [ TY9)) — “moéw’éd”], beside

your vows, and your freewill offerings, for your burnt offerings, and for your meat offerings, and for your drink
offerings, and for your peace offerings.”

1st Chronicles 23:31: - “And to offer all burnt sacrifices unto the LORD in the sabbaths, in the new moons, and
on the set feasts [TYIND — “mow'éd”], by number, according to the order commanded unto them,
continually before the LORD.”

2nd Chronicles 2:4: - “Behold, | build an house to the name of the LORD my God, to dedicate it to him, and to
burn before him sweet incense, and for the continual showbread, and for the burnt offerings morning and

evening, on the sabbaths, and on the new moons, and on the solemn feasts of [TV — “moéw’éd”] the
LORD our God. This is an ordinance for ever to Israel.”

2nd Chronicles 30:22: - “And Hezekiah spake comfortably unto all the Levites that taught the good knowledge of
the LORD: and they did eat throughout the feast [TYY/3 — “méw’&d”] seven days, offering peace offerings,
and making confession to the LORD God of their fathers.”

NOTE: - VS. 21 identifies this as being the Feast of Unleavened Bread.

2nd Chronicles 31:3: - “He appointed also the king's portion of his substance for the burnt offerings, to wit, for the
morning and evening burnt offerings, and the burnt offerings for the sabbaths, and for the new moons, and for

the set feasts [TY D — “moéw’éd”], as it is written in the law of the LORD.”

Ezra 3:5: - “And afterward offered the continual burnt offering, both of the new moons, and of all the set feasts
of [TYID — “mow’éd”] the LORD that were consecrated, and of every one that willingly offered a freewill
offering unto the LORD.”

Nehemiah 10:33: - “For the showbread, and for the continual meat offering, and for the continual burnt offering,
of the sabbaths, of the new moons, for the set feasts [TYI)) — “mow’éd”], and for the holy things, and for
the sin offerings to make an atonement for Israel, and for all the work of the house of our God.”

|saiah 1:14: - “Your new moons and your appointed feasts [TYY3 — “mow’&d”] my soul hateth: they are a
trouble unto me; | am weary to bear them.”

Lamentations 1:4: - “The ways of Zion do mourn, because none come to the solemn feasts ['T)_’i)ﬂ —

“moéw’éd”]: all her gates are desolate: her priests sigh, her virgins are afflicted, and she is in bitterness.”

Lamentations 2:6: - “And he hath violently taken away his tabernacle, as if it were of a garden: he hath
destroyed his places of the assembly [TY9)) — “mow’éd”]: the LORD hath caused the solemn feasts
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[TV — “méwéd”] and sabbaths to be forgotten in Zion, and hath despised in the indignation of his anger
the king and the priest.”

Lamentations 2:7: - “The Lord hath cast off his altar, he hath abhorred his sanctuary, he hath given up into the
hand of the enemy the walls of her palaces; they have made a noise in the house of the LORD, as in the day of

a solemn feast [ TYY)] — “mow’éd”].

Ezekiel 36:38: - “As the holy flock, as the flock of Jerusalem in her solemn feasts [TV — “moéw'éd”]; so
shall the waste cities be filled with flocks of men: and they shall know that | am the LORD.”

Ezekiel 46:9: - “But when the people of the land shall come before the LORD in the solemn feasts [TYY)D —

“méw’éd”], he that entereth in by the way of the north gate to worship shall go out by the way of the south
gate; and he that entereth by the way of the south gate shall go forth by the way of the north gate: he shall not
return by the way of the gate whereby he came in, but shall go forth over against it.”

Hosea 2:11: - “| will also cause all her mirth to cease, her feast days, her new moons, and her sabbaths, and all
her solemn feasts [ TY1) — “mow’éd”].’

Hosea 12:9: - “And | that am the LORD thy God from the land of Egypt will yet make thee to dwell in
tabernacles, as in the days of the solemn feast [TY)2 — “mow’éd”].”
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THE OLD TESTAMENT TEXTS WHERE THE THREE TIME SPECIFIC WORSHIP
OCCASIONS OF COLOSSIANS 2:16 ARE LINKED TOGETHER: -

The three time specific, Hebrew worship terms, that is, feasts, new moons, and sabbaths which are
found in Colossians 2:16, are linked together in seven verses in the Hebrew Old Testament, and in the LXX. In
every one of these verses, the Greek plural form for c@farov — “sabbaton” is used in the LXX text, and is
understood as being plural, because the original Hebrew text has also used the plural. | shall list each one of
these seven verses, from the King James Version's translation; | shall also highlight both the Hebrew words,
and the LXX’s Greek words that are used, for each one of these three time specific, Hebrew worship terms that
appear in Colossians 2:16.%6

[It should be noted, that in six of the seven passages (the exception being Hosea 2:11]) the emphasis
or focus of the verse is upon the specific burnt offerings that were to required to be offered on these time
specific, Hebrew worship occasions.]

1st Chronicles 23:31: - “And to offer all burnt sacrifices unto the LORD in the sabbaths, in the new moons,
and on the set feasts [D>TYND) DOVYIN? ﬂﬁ'\;l\{)ﬁ - “laShabbathoth leChadashim
w’lamo’adim”; LXX - &v Toi¢ cappdroig kai £v Tai¢ veounviaig kai €v Taig £opTaig — “en tois sabbatois
kai en tais neomeéniais kai en tais heortais”], by number, according to the order commanded unto them,
continually before the LORD.”

2nd Chronicles 2:4: - “Behold, | build an house to the name of the LORD my God, to dedicate it to him, and to
burn before him sweet incense, and for the continual showbread, and for the burnt offerings morning and
evening, on the sabbaths, and on the new moons, and on the solemn feasts

YTYINDI DVYTNT) NINIYY - “laShabbathoth w'leChadashim ulmo'adey”; LXX - év Toig
gapparoig, Kai €v Taig vouunviaig, Kai €v Taig £0pTais — “en tois sabbatois, kai en tais noumeniais, kai
en tais heortais”] of the LORD our God. This is an ordinance for ever to Israel.”

2nd Chronicles 8:13: - “Even after a certain rate every day, offering according to the commandment of Moses, on
the sabbaths, and on the new moons, and on the solemn feasts [m‘rymbw o’\v‘rnbw mm\vb

- “laShabbathoth w’leChadashim w’lamo’adoth “; LXX - &v Toi¢ capfdroig, kai €v Toig pnaoiv, kai &v
Taig £0pTaiG — “en tois sabbatois, kai en tois mésin, kai en tais heortais”], three times in the year, even in
the feast of unleavened bread, and in the feast of weeks, and in the feast of tabernacles.”

2nd Chronicles 31:3: - “He appointed also the king's portion of his substance for the burnt offerings, to wit, for the
morning and evening burnt offerings, and the burnt offerings for the sabbaths, and for the new moons, and

for the set feasts [DYTY1A2) DOYTINI) NINAYY - “laShabbathoth wleChadashim
w’lamo’adim”; LXX - €i¢ Ta odppara, kai €ig TAG voupnviag, Kai €ig Ta¢ £opTag — “eis ta sabbata, kai
eis tas noumeénias, kai eis tas heortas], as it is written in the law of the LORD.”

3 |t should be noted that in 15t Chronicles 23:31; 2nd Chronicles 2:4; 8:13; 31:3; Nehemiah 10:33, the order of these three time specific
Hebrew worship terms, has been reversed — “sabbaths, new moons and feasts”. Only in Ezekiel 45:17 & Hosea 2:11 do we find the
same order has been preserved as is recorded in Colossians 2:16; that is — “feasts, new moons and sabbaths”.
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Nehemiah 10:33: - “For the showbread, and for the continual meat offering, and for the continual burnt offering,
of the sabbaths, of the new moons, for the set feasts [D>TY19? DXYTNN NINAVND -
“haShabbatot heChadashim lamoadim”; LXX - TGV cafBaTwyv, TWV VOUMNVIQV, €ig TG £0pTAS — “ton

sabbaton, ton nouméion, eis tas heortas”], and for the holy things, and for the sin offerings to make an
atonement for Israel, and for all the work of the house of our God.”

Ezekiel 45:17: - “And it shall be the prince's part to give burnt offerings, and meat offerings, and drink offerings,
in the feasts, and in the new moons, and in the sabbaths >T¥12"922 NIN2Y DYTNII -
“ubeChadashim ubaShabbathoth b’kal-mo’ade”; LXX - €v Taig £optaig, kai £V Taig vouunviaig, kai &v
T0iG cafpdroIg - “en tais heortais, kai en tais nouméniais, kai en tois sabbatois”], in all solemnities of the

house of Israel: he shall prepare the sin offering, and the meat offering, and the burnt offering, and the peace
offerings, to make reconciliation for the house of Israel.”

Hosea 2:11: - “| will also cause all her mirth to cease, her feast days, her new moons, and her sabbaths
[MPAY) MYTN PAN - “chagah Chad’shah w’Shabbatah”; LXX - £oprérg adTiig, kai Tég voupnviag
auTig, Kai T& gappara auTiig — “heortas autés, kai tas noumenias autés, kai ta sabbata autés”], and all
her solemn feasts.”
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