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 The following statement from the Book of Acts, records the fact that it was in Antioch [in Syria], that the disciples 
of Jesus were first called Christians. 

Acts 11:26: - “And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.” 

 The following extended statement from Mrs. Ellen G. White, explains in detail the reason WHY the disciples 
were called Christians at Antioch. 

Sketches from the Life of Paul, pp. 40 & 41: - “It was here that the disciples were first called Christians. This name was 
given them because Christ was the main theme of their preaching, teaching, and conversation. They were continually 
recounting the incidents of his life, during the time in which his disciples were blessed with his personal company. They 
dwelt untiringly upon his teachings, his miracles of healing the sick, casting out devils, and raising the dead to life. With 
quivering lips and tearful eyes they spoke of his agony in the garden, his betrayal, trial, and execution, the forbearance 
and humility with which he endured the contumely and torture imposed upon him by his enemies, and the Godlike pity 
with which he prayed for those who persecuted him. His resurrection and ascension, and his work in Heaven as a 
Mediator for fallen man, were joyful topics with them. The heathen might well call them Christians, since they preached 
of Christ, and addressed their prayers to God through him.” 

 I now want to go through the above statement point by point, and share some simple Scripture passages which 

deal with some of the different parts of this statement. There will be little or no comment needed by me on the 
respective Scriptures put before the reader.  

 The disciples at Antioch – 

• “dwelt untiringly upon his teachings,” 
John 7:16: - “Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his that sent me.” 
John 8:28: - “Then said Jesus unto them, When ye have lifted up the Son of man, then shall ye know that I am he, and 
that I do nothing of myself; but as my Father hath taught me, I speak these things.” 
John 12:49 & 50: - “For I have not spoken of myself; but the Father which sent me, he gave me a commandment, what I 
should say, and what I should speak. And I know that his commandment is life everlasting: whatsoever I speak 
therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so I speak.”   
John 14:24: - “He that loveth me not keepeth not my sayings: and the word which ye hear is not mine, but the Father's 
which sent me.” 
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John 17:8: - “For I have given unto them the words which thou gavest me; and they have received them, and have 
known surely that I came out from thee, and they have believed that thou didst send me.” 
NOTE: - All of Jesus’ doctrines, words and teachings were received from His Heavenly Father. 
 
Matthew 28:19 & 20: - “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen.”   

 

• “his miracles of healing the sick, casting out devils, and raising the dead to life.” 
Acts 10:38: - “How God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power: who went about doing good, 
and healing all that were oppressed of the devil; for God was with him.” 
Matthew 11:2 – 6: - “Now when John had heard in the prison the works of Christ, he sent two of his disciples, and said 
unto him, Art thou he that should come, or do we look for another? Jesus answered and said unto them, Go and show 
John again those things which ye do hear and see: The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are 
cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the gospel preached to them. And blessed is 
he, whosoever shall not be offended in me.” 
Luke 4:40 & 41: - “Now when the sun was setting, all they that had any sick with divers diseases brought them unto him; 
and he laid his hands on every one of them, and healed them. And devils also came out of many, crying out, and 
saying, Thou art Christ the Son of God. And he rebuking them suffered them not to speak: for they knew that he was 
Christ.” 
John 11:1 – 14, 23 – 27 & 38 – 45: - “Now a certain man was sick, named Lazarus, of Bethany, the town of Mary and 
her sister Martha. (It was that Mary which anointed the Lord with ointment, and wiped his feet with her hair, whose 
brother Lazarus was sick.) Therefore his sisters sent unto him, saying, Lord, behold, he whom thou lovest is sick. 
When Jesus heard that, he said, This sickness is not unto death, but for the glory of God, that the Son of God might be 
glorified thereby. Now Jesus loved Martha, and her sister, and Lazarus. When he had heard therefore that he was sick, 
he abode two days still in the same place where he was. Then after that saith he to his disciples, Let us go into Judaea 
again. His disciples say unto him, Master, the Jews of late sought to stone thee; and goest thou thither again? Jesus 
answered, Are there not twelve hours in the day? If any man walk in the day, he stumbleth not, because he seeth the 
light of this world. But if a man walk in the night, he stumbleth, because there is no light in him. These things said he: 
and after that he saith unto them, Our friend Lazarus sleepeth; but I go, that I may awake him out of sleep. Then said 
his disciples, Lord, if he sleep, he shall do well. Howbeit Jesus spake of his death: but they thought that he had spoken 
of taking of rest in sleep. Then said Jesus unto them plainly, Lazarus is dead. … Jesus saith unto her, Thy brother shall 
rise again.  Martha saith unto him, I know that he shall rise again in the resurrection at the last day. Jesus said unto 
her, I am the resurrection, and the life: he that believeth in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: And whosoever 
liveth and believeth in me shall never die. Believest thou this? She saith unto him, Yea, Lord: I believe that thou art the 
Christ, the Son of God, which should come into the world. … Jesus therefore again groaning in himself cometh to the 
grave. It was a cave, and a stone lay upon it. Jesus said, Take ye away the stone. Martha, the sister of him that was 
dead, saith unto him, Lord, by this time he stinketh: for he hath been dead four days. Jesus saith unto her, Said I not 
unto thee, that, if thou wouldest believe, thou shouldest see the glory of God? Then they took away the stone from the 
place where the dead was laid. And Jesus lifted up his eyes, and said, Father, I thank thee that thou hast heard me.  
And I knew that thou hearest me always: but because of the people which stand by I said it, that they may believe that 
thou hast sent me. And when he thus had spoken, he cried with a loud voice, Lazarus, come forth. And he that was 
dead came forth, bound hand and foot with graveclothes: and his face was bound about with a napkin. Jesus saith unto 
them, Loose him, and let him go. Then many of the Jews which came to Mary, and had seen the things which Jesus 
did, believed on him.”    

 

• “they spoke of his agony in the garden,” 

Matthew 26:36 – 45: - “Then cometh Jesus with them unto a place called Gethsemane, and saith unto the disciples, Sit 

ye here, while I go and pray yonder. And he took with him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and began to be 

sorrowful and very heavy. Then saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and 

watch with me. And he went a little further, and fell on his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be possible, let this 

cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt. And he cometh unto the disciples, and findeth them 
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asleep, and saith unto Peter, What, could ye not watch with me one hour? Watch and pray, that ye enter not into 

temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. He went away again the second time, and prayed, saying, O 

my Father, if this cup may not pass away from me, except I drink it, thy will be done. And he came and found them 

asleep again: for their eyes were heavy. And he left them, and went away again, and prayed the third time, saying the 

same words. Then cometh he to his disciples, and saith unto them, Sleep on now, and take your rest: behold, the hour 

is at hand, and the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners.” 

Luke 22:39 – 46: - “And he came out, and went, as he was wont, to the mount of Olives; and his disciples also followed 

him. And when he was at the place, he said unto them, Pray that ye enter not into temptation. And he was withdrawn 

from them about a stone's cast, and kneeled down, and prayed, saying, Father, if thou be willing, remove this cup from 

me: nevertheless not my will, but thine, be done. And there appeared an angel unto him from heaven, strengthening 

him. And being in an agony he prayed more earnestly: and his sweat was as it were great drops of blood falling down to 

the ground. And when he rose up from prayer, and was come to his disciples, he found them sleeping for sorrow, and 

said unto them, Why sleep ye? rise and pray, lest ye enter into temptation.” 
 

• “his betrayal,” 
Zechariah 11:12: - “And I said unto them, If ye think good, give me my price; and if not, forbear. So they weighed for my 
price thirty pieces of silver.” 

Matthew 26:14 – 16: - “Then one of the twelve, called Judas Iscariot, went unto the chief priests, and said unto them, 
What will ye give me, and I will deliver him unto you? And they covenanted with him for thirty pieces of silver. And from 
that time he sought opportunity to betray him.” 

John 13:21 – 27: - “When Jesus had thus said, he was troubled in spirit, and testified, and said, Verily, verily, I say unto 

you, that one of you shall betray me.  Then the disciples looked one on another, doubting of whom he spake.  Now there 

was leaning on Jesus' bosom one of his disciples, whom Jesus loved. Simon Peter therefore beckoned to him, that he 

should ask who it should be of whom he spake. He then lying on Jesus' breast saith unto him, Lord, who is it? Jesus 

answered, He it is, to whom I shall give a sop, when I have dipped it. And when he had dipped the sop, he gave it to 

Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon. And after the sop Satan entered into him. Then said Jesus unto him, That thou doest, 

do quickly.”   

Matthew 26:45 – 50: - “Then cometh he to his disciples, and saith unto them, Sleep on now, and take your rest: behold, 

the hour is at hand, and the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be going: behold, he is at 

hand that doth betray me. And while he yet spake, lo, Judas, one of the twelve, came, and with him a great multitude 

with swords and staves, from the chief priests and elders of the people. Now he that betrayed him gave them a sign, 

saying, Whomsoever I shall kiss, that same is he: hold him fast. And forthwith he came to Jesus, and said, Hail, master; 

and kissed him. And Jesus said unto him, Friend, wherefore art thou come? Then came they, and laid hands on Jesus, 

and took him.” 

Luke 22:47 & 48: - “And while he yet spake, behold a multitude, and he that was called Judas, one of the twelve, went 

before them, and drew near unto Jesus to kiss him.  But Jesus said unto him, Judas, betrayest thou the Son of man with 

a kiss?” 

• “trial,” 
Matthew 26:57 – 68; 27:1, 11 - 26: - “And they that had laid hold on Jesus led him away to Caiaphas the high priest, 
where the scribes and the elders were assembled. But Peter followed him afar off unto the high priest's palace, and 
went in, and sat with the servants, to see the end. Now the chief priests, and elders, and all the council, sought false 
witness against Jesus, to put him to death; But found none: yea, though many false witnesses came, yet found they 
none. At the last came two false witnesses, and said, This fellow said, I am able to destroy the temple of God, and to 
build it in three days. And the high priest arose, and said unto him, Answerest thou nothing? what is it which these 
witness against thee? But Jesus held his peace. And the high priest answered and said unto him, I adjure thee by the 
living God, that thou tell us whether thou be the Christ, the Son of God. Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said: 
nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in 
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the clouds of heaven.  Then the high priest rent his clothes, saying, He hath spoken blasphemy; what further need 
have we of witnesses? behold, now ye have heard his blasphemy. What think ye? They answered and said, He is 
guilty of death. Then did they spit in his face, and buffeted him; and others smote him with the palms of their hands, 
saying, Prophesy unto us, thou Christ, Who is he that smote thee? … When the morning was come, all the chief priests 
and elders of the people took counsel against Jesus to put him to death: … And Jesus stood before the governor: and 
the governor asked him, saying, Art thou the King of the Jews? And Jesus said unto him, Thou sayest. And when he 
was accused of the chief priests and elders, he answered nothing. Then said Pilate unto him, Hearest thou not how 
many things they witness against thee? And he answered him to never a word; insomuch that the governor marvelled 
greatly. Now at that feast the governor was wont to release unto the people a prisoner, whom they would. And they had 
then a notable prisoner, called Barabbas. Therefore when they were gathered together, Pilate said unto them, Whom 
will ye that I release unto you? Barabbas, or Jesus which is called Christ? For he knew that for envy they had delivered 
him. When he was set down on the judgment seat, his wife sent unto him, saying, Have thou nothing to do with that 
just man: for I have suffered many things this day in a dream because of him. But the chief priests and elders 
persuaded the multitude that they should ask Barabbas, and destroy Jesus. The governor answered and said unto 
them, Whether of the twain will ye that I release unto you? They said, Barabbas. Pilate saith unto them, What shall I do 
then with Jesus which is called Christ? They all say unto him, Let him be crucified. And the governor said, Why, what 
evil hath he done? But they cried out the more, saying, Let him be crucified. When Pilate saw that he could prevail 
nothing, but that rather a tumult was made, he took water, and washed his hands before the multitude, saying, I am 
innocent of the blood of this just person: see ye to it. Then answered all the people, and said, His blood be on us, and 
on our children. Then released he Barabbas unto them: and when he had scourged Jesus, he delivered him to be 
crucified.”     
 

• “and execution,” 
Matthew 27:27 – 50: - “Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the common hall, and gathered unto him the 
whole band of soldiers. And they stripped him, and put on him a scarlet robe. And when they had platted a crown of 
thorns, they put it upon his head, and a reed in his right hand: and they bowed the knee before him, and mocked him, 
saying, Hail, King of the Jews! And they spit upon him, and took the reed, and smote him on the head.  And after that 
they had mocked him, they took the robe off from him, and put his own raiment on him, and led him away to crucify him.   
And as they came out, they found a man of Cyrene, Simon by name: him they compelled to bear his cross. And when 
they were come unto a place called Golgotha, that is to say, a place of a skull,  they gave him vinegar to drink mingled 
with gall: and when he had tasted thereof, he would not drink. And they crucified him, and parted his garments, casting 
lots: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken by the prophet, They parted my garments among them, and upon my 
vesture did they cast lots. And sitting down they watched him there; And set up over his head his accusation written, 
THIS IS JESUS THE KING OF THE JEWS. Then were there two thieves crucified with him, one on the right hand, and 
another on the left. And they that passed by reviled him, wagging their heads, And saying, Thou that destroyest the 
temple, and buildest it in three days, save thyself. If thou be the Son of God, come down from the cross. Likewise also 
the chief priests mocking him, with the scribes and elders, said, He saved others; himself he cannot save. If he be the 
King of Israel, let him now come down from the cross, and we will believe him. He trusted in God; let him deliver him 
now, if he will have him: for he said, I am the Son of God. The thieves also, which were crucified with him, cast the same 
in his teeth. Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land unto the ninth hour. And about the ninth hour 
Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?  Some of them that stood there, when they heard that, said, This man calleth for Elias. And straightway 
one of them ran, and took a sponge, and filled it with vinegar, and put it on a reed, and gave him to drink. The rest said, 
Let be, let us see whether Elias will come to save him. Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice, yielded up the 
ghost.” 
John 19:16 - 37: - “Then delivered he him therefore unto them to be crucified. And they took Jesus, and led him away.  
And he bearing his cross went forth into a place called the place of a skull, which is called in the Hebrew Golgotha:  
Where they crucified him, and two others with him, on either side one, and Jesus in the midst. And Pilate wrote a title, 
and put it on the cross. And the writing was, JESUS OF NAZARETH THE KING OF THE JEWS. This title then read 
many of the Jews: for the place where Jesus was crucified was nigh to the city: and it was written in Hebrew, and Greek, 
and Latin.  Then said the chief priests of the Jews to Pilate, Write not, The King of the Jews; but that he said, I am King 
of the Jews.  Pilate answered, What I have written I have written. Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took 
his garments, and made four parts, to every soldier a part; and also his coat: now the coat was without seam, woven 
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from the top throughout. They said therefore among themselves, Let us not rend it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be: 
that the scripture might be fulfilled, which saith, They parted my raiment among them, and for my vesture they did cast 
lots. These things therefore the soldiers did. Now there stood by the cross of Jesus his mother, and his mother's sister, 
Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary Magdalene. When Jesus therefore saw his mother, and the disciple standing by, 
whom he loved, he saith unto his mother, Woman, behold thy son! Then saith he to the disciple, Behold thy mother! And 
from that hour that disciple took her unto his own home. After this, Jesus knowing that all things were now 
accomplished, that the scripture might be fulfilled, saith, I thirst. Now there was set a vessel full of vinegar: and they 
filled a sponge with vinegar, and put it upon hyssop, and put it to his mouth. When Jesus therefore had received the 
vinegar, he said, It is finished: and he bowed his head, and gave up the ghost. The Jews therefore, because it was the 
preparation, that the bodies should not remain upon the cross on the sabbath day, (for that sabbath day was an high 
day,) besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. Then came the soldiers, and 
brake the legs of the first, and of the other which was crucified with him. But when they came to Jesus, and saw that he 
was dead already, they brake not his legs: But one of the soldiers with a spear pierced his side, and forthwith came 
there out blood and water. And he that saw it bare record, and his record is true: and he knoweth that he saith true, that 
ye might believe. For these things were done, that the scripture should be fulfilled, A bone of him shall not be broken.  
And again another scripture saith, They shall look on him whom they pierced.”    

 

• “the forbearance and humility with which he endured the contumely and torture imposed upon him by 
his enemies,” 

Isaiah 53:7: - “He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth: he is brought as a lamb to the 
slaughter, and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so he openeth not his mouth.” 

Luke 23:4 – 11: - “Then said Pilate to the chief priests and to the people, I find no fault in this man. And they were the 
more fierce, saying, He stirreth up the people, teaching throughout all Jewry, beginning from Galilee to this place. When 
Pilate heard of Galilee, he asked whether the man were a Galilaean. And as soon as he knew that he belonged unto 
Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him to Herod, who himself also was at Jerusalem at that time. And when Herod saw Jesus, 
he was exceeding glad: for he was desirous to see him of a long season, because he had heard many things of him; 
and he hoped to have seen some miracle done by him. Then he questioned with him in many words; but he answered 
him nothing. And the chief priests and scribes stood and vehemently accused him. And Herod with his men of war set 
him at nought, and mocked him, and arrayed him in a gorgeous robe, and sent him again to Pilate.” 

John 19:6 – 9: - “When the chief priests therefore and officers saw him, they cried out, saying, Crucify him, crucify him. 
Pilate saith unto them, Take ye him, and crucify him: for I find no fault in him. The Jews answered him, We have a law, 
and by our law he ought to die, because he made himself the Son of God. When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he 
was the more afraid; And went again into the judgment hall, and saith unto Jesus, Whence art thou? But Jesus gave 
him no answer.” 

1st Peter 2:20 – 25: - “For what glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults, ye shall take it patiently? but if, when 
ye do well, and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is acceptable with God. For even hereunto were ye called: because 
Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an example, that ye should follow his steps: Who did no sin, neither was guile 
found in his mouth: Who, when he was reviled, reviled not again; when he suffered, he threatened not; but 
committed himself to him that judgeth righteously: Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, 
being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness: by whose stripes ye were healed. For ye were as sheep going 
astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls.” 

 

• “and the Godlike pity with which he prayed for those who persecuted him.” 

Luke 23:33 & 34: - “And when they were come to the place, which is called Calvary, there they crucified him, and the 

malefactors, one on the right hand, and the other on the left. Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not 

what they do. And they parted his raiment, and cast lots.” 
 

• “His resurrection and ascension,” 
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Matthew 28:1 – 7: - “In the end of the sabbath, as it began to dawn toward the first day of the week, came Mary 

Magdalene and the other Mary to see the sepulchre. And, behold, there was a great earthquake: for the angel of the 

Lord descended from heaven, and came and rolled back the stone from the door, and sat upon it. His countenance was 

like lightning, and his raiment white as snow: And for fear of him the keepers did shake, and became as dead men. And 

the angel answered and said unto the women, Fear not ye: for I know that ye seek Jesus, which was crucified. He is not 

here: for he is risen, as he said. Come, see the place where the Lord lay. And go quickly, and tell his disciples that he is 

risen from the dead; and, behold, he goeth before you into Galilee; there shall ye see him: lo, I have told you.” 

Luke 24:1 – 8: - “Now upon the first day of the week, very early in the morning, they came unto the sepulchre, bringing 

the spices which they had prepared, and certain others with them. And they found the stone rolled away from the 

sepulchre. And they entered in, and found not the body of the Lord Jesus. And it came to pass, as they were much 

perplexed thereabout, behold, two men stood by them in shining garments: And as they were afraid, and bowed 

down their faces to the earth, they said unto them, Why seek ye the living among the dead? He is not here, but is risen: 

remember how he spake unto you when he was yet in Galilee, saying, The Son of man must be delivered into the hands 

of sinful men, and be crucified, and the third day rise again. And they remembered his words.” 

Luke 24:50 & 51: - “And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them. And it came 

to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven.” 

Acts 1:9 – 11: - “And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him 

out of their sight. And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in 

white apparel; Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is 

taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.” 
 

• “and his work in Heaven as a Mediator for fallen man,” 

1st Timothy 2:5: - “For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus.” 

Hebrews 4:14 – 16: - “Seeing then that we have a great high priest, that is passed into the heavens, Jesus the Son of 
God, let us hold fast our profession. For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of 
grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need.” 

Hebrews 7:25: - “Wherefore he is able also to save them to the uttermost that come unto God by him, seeing he ever 
liveth to make intercession for them.” 
1st John 2:1: - “My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man sin, we have an advocate 
with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous.” 
 
 

• “The heathen might well call them Christians, since they preached of Christ, and addressed their 
prayers to God through him.” 

John 14:13 & 14: - “And whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If 
ye shall ask any thing in my name, I will do it.”   

John 15:16: - “Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen you, and ordained you, that ye should go and bring forth fruit, 

and that your fruit should remain: that whatsoever ye shall ask of the Father in my name, he may give it you.” 

John 16:23 & 24: - “And in that day ye shall ask me nothing. Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall ask the 

Father in my name, he will give it you. Hitherto have ye asked nothing in my name: ask, and ye shall receive, that your 

joy may be full.” 
 

In light of all of these inspired statements, I pose two questions: - 

1. Are these the themes that you love to dwell upon and talk about? 

2. Are you a Christian in light of the truths contained within this simple Study Document? 


